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VANGUARD INITIATIVE:

• 39 European innovative regions (also Slovenia); 
discuss common objectives and find complementarities;

• map and better understand regions’ industrial 
competencies and capabilities (smart specialisation);

• develop joint strategic action plans (building critical mass 
and complementary specialisations);

• align strategic investments arising from these roadmaps;

• better support start-ups and SMEs in their innovation 
process;

• make the process of matchmaking between promising 
SMEs and start-ups more efficient and effective.



VANGUARD METHODOLOGY:

• The Vanguard Initiative has implemented an 
innovative methodology for developing 
concrete results that is deployed by all the 
Pilot Projects.

• The methodology consists of four subsequent 
phases:

• learn, connect, demonstrate, commercialise.



VANGUARD PILOTS:

• BIO Economy

• Efficient and Sustainable Manufacturing (ESM)

• 3D Printing

• Energy Related Projects in Harsh Environments

• NANO Products

• AI

• Smart Healt/Personalised Medicine

• Hydrogen (H2)



VANGUARD H2 PILOT: 

• Standardisation of Hydrogen Pipelines 
and Vessels in Hydrocomp (Malopolska)

• H2 Networks and Portfolios (Lombardia)

• Replacement of Fossil Fuels for 
Hydrogen in Industrial Processes (Friuli 
Venezia) 

• H2 in Shipping (Slovenia)





• Objavljen je razpis Partnerstva za čisti vodik za 
zbiranje predlogov za raziskave na področju
vodika, ki bodo podprle razvoj vodikovih tehnologij
v celotni vrednostni verigi vodika.

• Razpis obravnava ključne prednostne naloge, ki 
so opredeljene v strateškem raziskovalnem
programu ‘Skupnega podjetja’ Čisti vodik (Clean 
Hydrogen JU) na različnih področjih raziskav in 
inovacij, ki imajo neposreden in merljiv učinek na
doseganje ciljev ‘Skupnega podjetja’ Čisti vodik. 

• Razpis je odprt do 17. aprila. Člani lahko dobijo
več informacij tudi na SBRA.

CLEAN H2 PARTERSHIP:



H2 AND HORIZON:
HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024 – Hydrogen research call for proposals

Spletna stran razpisa

Rok prijave: 17.04.2024

Opis:

•This call supports projects focused on the development of hydrogen technologies across the whole hydrogen value chain. It addresses 

key priorities within different areas of research and innovation, with direct and quantified impact towards the achievement of the 

objectives of the Clean Hydrogen JU.

Twenty topics are available:HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-01-01: Innovative proton conducting ceramic electrolysis cells and stacks for 

intermediate temperature hydrogen production;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-01-02: Advanced anion exchange membrane electrolysers for low-cost hydrogen production for high 

power range applications;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-01-03: Development of innovative technologies for direct seawater electrolysis;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-01-04: Development and implementation of online monitoring and diagnostic tools for electrolysers;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-01-05: Hydrogen production and integration in energy-intensive or specialty chemical industries in a 

circular approach to maximise total process efficiency and substance utilisation;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-02-01: Investigation of microbial interaction for underground hydrogen porous media storage;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-02-02: Novel large-scale aboveground storage solutions for demand-optimised supply of hydrogen;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-02-03: Demonstration of hydrogen purification and separation systems for renewable hydrogen-

containing streams in industrial applications;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-02-04: Demonstration of innovative solutions for high-capacity, reliable, flexible, and sustainable 

hydrogen compression technologies in commercial applications;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-02-05: Demonstration and deployment of multi-purpose Hydrogen Refuelling Stations combining road 

and airport, railway, and/or harbour applications;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-03-01: Balance of plant components, architectures and operation strategies for improved PEMFC 

system efficiency and lifetime;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-03-02: Scaling-up Balance of Plant components for efficient high power heavy duty applications;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-03-03: Next generation on-board storage solutions for hydrogen-powered maritime applications;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-03-04: Demonstration of hydrogen fuel cell-powered inland or short sea shipping;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-04-01: Portable fuel cells for backup power during natural disasters to power critical infrastructures;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-04-02: Improved characterisation, prediction and optimisation of flame stabilisation in high-pressure 

premixed hydrogen combustion at gas-turbine conditions;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-05-01: Guidelines for sustainable-by-design systems across the hydrogen value chain;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-05-02: Development of non-fluorinated components for fuel cells and electrolysers;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-06-01: Large-scale Hydrogen Valley;

•HORIZON-JTI-CLEANH2-2024-06-02: Small-scale Hydrogen Valley.

https://sbra.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6e6edab27aee286b10f651f9&id=d6669297b3&e=28c783060e




H2: RIMINI 1st March 24: 

As part of the European Vanguard Initiative network, Pilots Hydrogen and ADMA Energy are pleased to 
invite you to participate to the "H2 Pitching and Matchmaking" event taking place during the KEY-Expo 
2024 that will be held in Rimini on the 1st of March 2024.

Event Description:
The event is dedicated to leading European hydrogen SMEs, providing them with an opportunity to pitch 
their innovative hydrogen projects to other companies and key stakeholders from different EU regions 
to establish meaningful connections and new collaboration opportunities.

Event Details:
Date: 1st March 2024 at 11.30
Location: KEY - The energy transition expo | Rimini Fiera, Via Emilia 155, Rimini (IT)
Focus: Presentation of innovative projects in the hydrogen sector and networking with industry leaders: 
the aim is to develop new EU-funded projects.
Instruction for pitches: 5 minutes pitch through 3 slides (please use the template attached):

1.Proposing organization (name, location) and topic/subject (note that only TRL6+ projects will be 
considered, with a commercialization perspective) 
2.Activities/Partners: current/missing (partners, activities, technologies) and key activities of your 
innovation investment project 
3.Overall total project costs and funding needs (estimates) and why publicly supported investment is 
needed

Confirmation of Participation: If you wish to participate in the event and/or present your project, 
please confirm by 7th February by emailing f.guarrasi@energycluster.it and stefano.valentini@art-er.it with 
the filled ppt attached.
Travel Voucher: Companies that will physically attend Rimini will be granted an expense reimbursement 
of 200 euros depending on availability.

https://en.key-expo.com/
https://en.key-expo.com/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/TZ6dV9T9yibsyPL56
mailto:f.guarrasi@energycluster.it
mailto:stefano.valentini@art-er.it


Core Activities

• EU PROJECTS in all respect!!! 

• Informing members on economic developments, with a 
renewed focus on EU projects, programs and funds. A 
weekly scan of news, relevant calls, events, publications 
,etc. – disseminated via weekly e-news bulletin. Additional, 
bimonthly news bulletin regarding the economy.

• Partner Search – besides informing members of relevant EU 
programs and projects, we actively strive to find and search 
for relevant partners and potential project consortia.

• Training – preparing workshops and study trips for its 
members

• Networking – Secretariat of Network of European Financial 
Institutions for Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (NEFI), 
membership in IGLO (Informal Group of RTD Liaison 
Offices), ERRIN (European Regions Research and Innovation 
Network), UnILiON (Universities Informal Liaison Offices 
Network), Vanguard initiative (regional network for 
promoting regional innovation ecosystems) and ENDR 
(Network of Defence Related Regions).

• Promotional events, publishing reports and organizing 
conferences. Publication MOST allows us to widely 
disseminate our members’ achievements.



Thank you!

Slovenian Business & Research Association
European Spaces, Rue Belliard 40

1040, Brussels, Belgium
tel: +32 496 556131, +386 41651004

drasko.veselinovic@sbra.be 
www.sbra.be

mailto:drasko.veselinovic@sbra.be
http://www.sbra.be/
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