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• Under Treaty on European Union, the competence regarding the fire safety of 

buildings is with the Member States (and/or regions and/or local authorities).

✓This follows the subsidiarity principle, and

✓ is logical given different building traditions, climatic and geographic conditions.

• EU level regulation is exercised through Construction Product Regulation (CPR) 

ensuring the Internal Market for Construction Products.

✓Common technical language i.e., harmonized European (product) Standards and 

European Assessment Documents - related testing and classification methods

✓Secondary legislation needed for implementation of CPR – classification, AVS, CWFT,…

• Commission can however facilitate improvements in fire safety through specific 

projects and activities

Fire Safety: Who does what in the EU?



Regulatory

✓ Related to 

implementation of CPR

✓ Product standards

✓ Delegated acts

✓ “New CPR” and “CPR 

Acquis”

In between - Specific 

projects

✓EU Fire statistics

✓Fire testing of façades

✓Fire Safety Engineering

Non-regulatory

✓Fire Information 

Exchange Platform 

(FIEP)

DG GROW activities “Big picture”



• CPR continues to address fire safety as one of the “Basic Requirements for 

Construction Works” – No substantial change, text more 

descriptive/elaborated

• At level of construction products, current approach stays relevant

✓ Reaction to fire

✓ Glowing combustion

✓ Resistance to fire

✓ External fire exposure – roofs

✓ External fire exposure – facades (in the making)

• As usual these will be implemented through harmonized product standards

New CPR and fire safety - basics



• Current legal “tools” (e.g., classification decisions) based on “outgoing CPR” 

(Reg 305/2011) cannot be used with “incoming CPR” (Reg 2024/3110)

• First step for fire safety is readoption of current “tools” without technical 

change 

• Parallel “running” until harmonized standards updated or 2040.

• No standard references in legal acts

• Draft implementing regulations for classification of

• Reaction to fire – going into public consultation

• Resistance to fire – going into public consultation

• External fire exposure for roofs and roof coverings – slightly delayed

New CPR and fire safety – transition



• Horizontal group for fire issues launched / in progress – continuously open 

call for interest up-and-running (https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-

groups-register/screen/calls-application?lang=en) 

• Façade fire test standardization (test and classification)

• Classified without testing proposals/projects?

• Upcoming CPR Acquis fire related product groups

• Product group 10 – Fixed fire-fighting equipment (to be started in 2026)

• Product group 35 – Fire stopping, fire sealing and fire protective products, fire retardant 

products (at the end of priority list)

CPR Acquis – fire aspects
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• Pilot project on harmonising fire safety data and statistics has been finalised 
and the documentation is available on project website EU FireStat
(eufirestat-efectis.com)

• European Parliament wanted to continue the development with a 
Preparatory Action

• Test the proposed system

• Lessons learnt during data collection test

• Tendering process is ongoing

EU FireStat project continuation
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• Enhance co-operation and the exchange of information between Member 

States and relevant stakeholders on best practices and lessons learned in the 

area of fire safety

• Some general observations from webinars:

• Participation to webinars is from 80 to 340 participants

• Participants are eager to share experience – knowledge

• Strong interest on “hot topics” (eVs, timber, photovoltaics, façades,…)

• Areas for improvement:

• More active participation from Member State authorities

• General availability of FIEP information

Fire Information Exchange Platform (FIEP)



• No “formal” role – platform for exchange and learning 

• More information heikki.vaananen@ec.europa.eu, fiep@efectis.com

Fire Information Exchange Platform (FIEP)

FIEP webinars 2021-25

Batteries in fire Timber

Developing fire safety knowledge and awareness eVehicles and carparks

EU projects on Fire Safety Fire investigation

Development and risk of smoke in fires Fire safety of vulnerable communities

Electrical fire safety Prevention and intervention

Fire statistics Training and education

Women involvement in “fire world” Installation and maintenance

Photovoltaic panels Fire safety and Circularity and sustainability

Facades Wildfire infrastructure interface

History and evolution of fire codes Lessons learnt from fire incidents (6.11.)
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Thank you

© European Union 2020

Reuse of this presentation authorised 
under the CC BY 4.0 license.


	Slide 1: Fire safety and Construction Products: Update from DG GROW
	Slide 2: Fire Safety: Who does what in the EU?
	Slide 3: DG GROW activities “Big picture”
	Slide 4: New CPR and fire safety - basics
	Slide 5: New CPR and fire safety – transition
	Slide 6: CPR Acquis – fire aspects
	Slide 7: EU FireStat project continuation
	Slide 8: Fire Information Exchange Platform (FIEP)
	Slide 9: Fire Information Exchange Platform (FIEP)
	Slide 10: Thank you

