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Mind the EPBD Harmonization Gap!



EPBD

▪ Fire safety is not in its direct scope
▪ Member states are responsible for fire safety in general

▪ Slovenia
▪ Croatia
▪ ….
▪ Does this result in harmonized regulations?
▪ Can we afford to wait?

▪Could it be otherwise?



MEP Tonin (Slovenia)



MEP Zovko (Croatia)



This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 

research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No. 952395 



‘All buildings’ means

• Schools
• Nursing homes
• Hospitals
• Kindergartens
• Warehouses
• Museums
• Cultural heritage buildings
• Offices
• Apartment buildings

All these building 
types have had PV 
related fires on their 
roofs
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Expected fires 
(29 fires/GW)

▪ 9,280 fires in 2025 (EU)
▪ 17,400 fires in 2030 (EU)
▪ 900,000 – 2,000,000 fires 

worldwide in 2050



https://www.cambsnews.co.uk/news/breaking/watch-solar-panels-catch-fire-at-70m-lidl-
distribution-centre-in-peterborough/22292/  (Terry Harris)
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The solution – wide stakeholder commitment
Concerted effort – working WITH each other, not ‘for”

Education and 
Training

Competence 
requirements

Dissemination 
of knowledge – 
across borders

Regulation Guidelines Research
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5 very feasible recommendations
1. Test standard for PV SYSTEMS – NOW
2. Harmonized emerging risks statistics - add-on to EU Fire-Stat II
3. Facades - test standard with input for fire safety strategy rather 

than pass/fail. Large scale a necessity – should be required in EU.
4. BESS - approval procedure (leading to ‘passport’)
5. Competence requirements - innovation and complexity requires 

this
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Questions?
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