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About me

Bart van Leeuwen
30 years in Fire Service

Company Officer / Watch Commander
Brandweer Amsterdam-Amstelland

Member of
“fire tactics development group”
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Operational concerns

No reliable indication what (renovation) measures are taken
Only visual indication, e.g. PV Panels or Heat pumps

Buildings as energy systems
Energy Storage Systems, PV Panels, EV Grid

Compartment spanning
Ventilation challenges / smoke propagation

Effects on fire behavior
Even with the best Fire Engineering intentions, buildings still burn

Compound risks



https://cms.vggm.nl/sites/default/files/2023-10/20230913 Rapport brandonderzoek Van Kinsbergenstraat Arnhem 18 juni 2023 definitief.pdf
https://cms.vggm.nl/sites/default/files/2023-10/20230913 Rapport brandonderzoek Van Kinsbergenstraat Arnhem 18 juni 2023 definitief.pdf

Secondary concerns

Broader energy transition implications
Electrification of everything
Battery fires
Underground parking / EV Charging

Workforce education
Requires ongoing effort to keep fire fighters up to date
Retirement wave, experience / brain drain
Fires are not the same anymore

We have no seat at the table
“What were they thinking....”



Federation of EU fire officers
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