Slovenia is in a
favorable
position,  with
annual inflation
slowing to 2.3%
in  November,
unemployment
at 47% in
October, and
indicators
pointing to economic acceleration
in the coming years. The country’s
GDP is projected to grow by 0.8%
in 2025, strengthening further to
2.2% in 2026 and 2.3% in 2027.

Reflecting this positive momentum,
SBRA has been busy with
numerous projects and events in
the second half of 2025, including:
Bridging Continents: Higher
Education as a Tool for EU-
Southern Mediterranean
Cooperation with EMUNI
University; Joint Management of
European Nature with the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Spatial
Planning; Empowering Europe
through Electrochemistry with the
National Institute of Chemistry; co-
organising three workshops for the
European Week of Regions and
Cities; Mind the EPBD
Harmonization Gap! New Fire Risks
from Electrification and Renovation
of Buildings with the Slovenian

National  Building and  Civil
Engineering  Institute, = among
others.

Looking ahead, 2026 promises to
be an extremely busy year, with
several new events planned in
Brussels and Slovenia. Visit www.
sbra.be to learn more and register.
We are always open to new
opportunities and collaboration, so
don’t hesitate to contact us. Our
diverse membership offers
partners for all types of projects,
and we are actively involved in EU
initiatives, ready to support your
endeavors.

Dr. Drasko Veselinovi¢

Director & Member of the Board,
Slovenian Business & Research
Association (SBRA)
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National Institute of
Chemistry, SIJ Acroni and
Novartis ranked among

Slovenia’s top innovators

The National Institute of Chemistry,
alongside Novartis, Krka, Lek and

steelmaker SIJ Acroni, ranked
among Slovenia’s top innovators at
the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of Slovenia annual
innovation awards at Brdo pri
Kranju. This year, the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of
Slovenia recognised companies
with ten gold, 27 silver and 15
bronze awards. Gold honours went
to Roto for the Hydra 350
motorboat, SIJ Acroni for stainless
steel XM-19, Tab Systems for the
SMARTI iCon scanner, Iskra Ipo’s
JetLoad Steri Isolator, Krka’s
hypertension treatment and a
hybrid glass furnace by Steklarna
Hrastnik and the National Institute
of Chemistry.
RIKO to

build wooden

healthcare center

RIKO has signed a contract with
the Municipality of Brezovica to
design and build a multifunctional
wooden healthcare center in
Podpec. The two-storey, 1,150 m?
facility will offer primary healthcare
services, including mental-health
support for children, general
medicine, pediatrics, dentistry, and

a laboratory, as well as a library and
community spaces. Built mainly
from wood and delivered turnkey,
the project emphasizes
sustainability and respect for local
cultural heritage.

Slovenian Innovation Hub,
VitallTy/Parsek shine at
HealthChain 13 General

Assembly

o-funded by
1e European Union

6TH GENERAL
SSEMBLY OF THE
HEALTHCHAIN
'ROJECT IN CLUJ-
NAPOCA

At the 6th General Assembly of the
EU-backed HealthChain project in
Cluj-Napoca, Slovenian
stakeholders — the Slovenian
Innovation Hub (SIS EGIZ), VitallTy/
Parsek and other partners
reviewed progress and reinforced
commitment to  digital-health
innovation. Under HealthChain 13,
they are developing demand-
driven solutions to improve long-
term care access and efficiency.
Their work now advances toward

real-world  validation, investor
outreach and scaling across
Europe.

TECOS develops new

biocomposite materials for

sustainable industry
E 4 S

The TECOS development center
now offers end-to-end services —
from concept to prototyping and

_

small-batch  production - for
innovative, often biocomposite
materials. A new twin-screw

extruder and advanced tensile-
testing equipment enable precise
formulation, mechanical testing,
and reliable validation. This
strengthens TECOS’s industrial
edge, accelerating sustainable
material adoption while reducing
development cycles and risks.
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Slovenia hosts its first
National Quantum Computing
Day at Rudolfovo

Science and

Rudolfovo -
Technology Centre Novo mesto
hosted Slovenia’s first Quantum
Computing Day on 6 November
2025, bringing together leading
Slovenian and international experts
to discuss advances in quantum

science, industrial applications,
and the emerging national strategy.
Highlights included keynote talks
from Rudolfovo and the Jozef
Stefan Institute, a lecture by Dr.

Nicholas Chancellor, and
presentations on quantum
algorithms, simulations,

superconducting circuits, and early
steps toward Slovenia’s first
quantum computer—marking a key
milestone for the country’s
innovation ecosystem.

Institute of
Chemistry Leads
Breakthrough e-CODUCT
Reactor for CO, Reduction
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The National Institute of Chemistry
is driving the e-CODUCT project,
developing the world’s first
electrothermal fluidized-bed
reactor for simultaneous CO, and
H,S reduction. Designed and built
by its low-carbon and catalysis
teams, the TRL-6 pilot converts

pollutants into CO, sulfur, and
ultimately green methanol.
Successfully commissioned, the

system proves technically and
economically viable, marking a
major step toward industrial
decarbonization aligned with the
European Green Deal.

University of Maribor leads
HybridNeuro project
transforming motor
rehabilitation
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The  University  of
coordinates HybridNeuro, a
European initiative  advancing
motor rehabilitation through hybrid
neurotechnology that combines
brain (EEG) and muscle (EMG)
signals. The project develops
wearable robotic arms,
exoskeletons, and future smart
clothing for real-time, thought-
driven control. With pilot clinical
studies and a strong European
consortium, Maribor drives
scientific innovation, non-invasive
interface development, and health-
tech growth, culminating in the
2025 launch of the international
HybridNeuro Hub to expand neural

Maribor

technology adoption across
Europe.
Slovenian Forestry Institute

leads OptFORESTS project to
strengthen European forests

The Slovenian Forestry Institute is a
key driver of OptFORESTS, a
European project enhancing forest
resilience and restoration through
the use of diverse tree species and
provenances. By combining
genetics, silviculture, modelling,
and social science, the institute
advances breeding strategies,
restoration plots, and nursery
capacity. OptFORESTS promotes
sustainable forest management,
conserves unique tree lineages,
and improves biodiversity,
ecosystem services, and access to
forest  reproductive = materials
across Europe.
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City of Ljubljana assumes
two-year presidency of POLIS
- cities and regions for
transport innovation

The City of Ljubljana will preside
over the international POLIS
network from January 2026 to
2027, including leadership of the
Administrative Board. Recognized
for its sustainable = mobility
achievements, such as: the 20-
hectare pedestrian zone, electric

Kavalir  on-demand transport,
Bicikelj bike-sharing, and green
infrastructure. Ljubljana’s

presidency will guide strategic
priorities, European engagement,
and policy coordination, promoting
sustainable urban mobility. Hosting
the network’s General Assembly,
conference, and political group
meeting in 2027, Ljubljana
reinforces its role as a model city
for  innovation, environmental
responsibility, and quality of life,
highlighting the city’s rapid rise
from membership in 2022 to POLIS
leadership. The City of Ljubljana’s
track record includes winning the
European Green Capital 2026
award and earning the EU Mission
for Climate-Neutral and Smart
Cities label, underlining its capacity
to lead by example in the green
transition.
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