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Nature conservation measures 
in agriculture: key challenges

1. A lack of data on biodiversity and trained experts, 
and persistent knowledge gaps in the distribution, 
ecological needs and habitat management of 
species.

Credits: Marija Tomšič



Farmland 
biodiversity 
remains 
understudied 
in many EU 
countries

3Sutcliffe et al. (2014)

https://doi.org/10.1111/ddi.12288 

https://doi.org/10.1111/ddi.12288


Data gaps limit the development of targeted and 
cost-effective interventions
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Number of habitat mappings in 

Natura 2000 and other areas in 

Slovenia (2000–2020)
 

Only 40 % of available data is 

less than 10 years old, and many 

areas have not yet been fully 

surveyed.

Source: Institute of the Republic of 

Slovenia for Nature Conservation
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Biodiversity policy integration 
in agriculture: key challenges

1. A lack of data on biodiversity and trained experts, and 
persistent knowledge gaps:

• Ensure systematic support for research and training, 
particularly in the Central, Eastern and SE Europe.

2. Farmer-centred design and the role of behavioural 
insights.

• Evaluate, encourage experimentation, systematically 
pilot new approaches and involve local institutions.

Credits: Marija Tomšič
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Nature conservation through 
the eyes of farmers

• Decision-making on the farm is based on a wide 
range of economic, social and psychological factors.

• Biodiversity conservation has not yet been "adopted" 
in the value system of the farming community. 

• Conservation objectives and initiatives are often 
seen as a requirement imposed by ‚outsiders‘.

• Implementing and advising these practices can lower 
the "social" capital of farmers (i.e. their reputation).

• The primary motivation for implementing nature-
friendly practices is the preservation of the farming 
tradition.

• If the practices are not perceived as such, the 
motivation is usually purely external (payments or 
legislation), but potentially can become intrinsic with 
knowledge transfer.

Credits: Barbara Zakšek
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Mostly developed through the support of LIFE 

projects and EIP projects, which enabled piloting 

and capacity building.

First mixed and result-based schemes available 

since 2022 as part of the CAP NSP (farmland birds 

and dry grasslands).

Result-based scheme development in Slovenia



• RCTs in Slovenia in collaboration with the Ministry of agriculture.

• Annual information letters are sent to 4,500 farmers, eligible to enroll 
in the Eco-scheme for Skylark plots on arable land.

• How do the following nudges affect farmers‘ decisions?

• Experiment 2022/23. Gain or loss information framing 

• Experiment 2023/24. Descriptive social norms

• Experiment 2024/25. Endorsement effect by farmer, advisor or researcher

• Experiment 2025/26. Provision of visual information and evaluation results 
on the effectiveness of the scheme
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Behavioural insights and interventions

Alif et al. (2025)

https://agrifoodecon.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40100-025-00417-y
https://agrifoodecon.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40100-025-00417-y
https://agrifoodecon.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40100-025-00417-y
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Biodiversity policy integration 
in agriculture: key challenges

1. A lack of data on biodiversity and trained experts, and 
persistent knowledge gaps.

• Ensure systematic support for research and training, 
particularly in the Central, Eastern and SE Europe.

2. Farmer-centred design and the role of behavioural 
insights.

• Evaluate, encourage experimentation, systematically 
pilot new approaches and involve local institutions.

3. Design and implementation of effective schemes 
require sufficient capacity of the supporting institutions 
and changes in the organisational „culture“.

• CAP technical support and other instruments for 
increasing the capacity are needed. 

Credits: Alen Ploj
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Knowledge transfer and 
training to increase the 
capacity of experts 
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Only a handful of cases in Europe.

• A wide range of involvement (from 10 to 
10.000 farms with up to 300.000 ha).

• Mostly facilitated by conservation NGOs, 
but also farmer organisations, retailers and
businesses.

Key recommendations:

• Reduce the entry costs (key role of 
targeted EU projects!): 

• A definition and general criteria for 
nature-friendly farming are needed,

• Invest in nature-friendly food initiatives by 
supporting collaborations between 
conservationists, farmers, the food 
industry and retailers.

• Increase consumer awareness of 
biodiversity crisis and connection between 
nature-friendly farming and food.

Market-based solutions: Nature-
friendly food labels in Europe



Thank you for 
your attention!
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Tanja Šumrada

tanja.sumrada@bf.uni-lj.si
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