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Net4Society Key facts 

 Net4Society is the international network of National Contact Points (“NCPs”) for Societal 
Challenge 6 (SC6) in Horizon 2020.  
 

 The network was established in 2008 and involves currently SC6 NCPs from around 60 
countries in Europe and around the world 
 

 Net4Society is an Horizon 2020-funded project and will run in its 5th funding phase until 
August 2020 
 

 Net4Society’s main objectives: 
oQuality improvement of NCP services (e.g. trainings) 
oSupport for SC6 research communities (Proposal preparation, consortium building) 
oSupport to Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) integration in Horizon 2020  
oIncreased SC6 / SSH visibility & awareness for SSH impact 
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Integration of SSH in Horizon 2020 

“Social sciences and humanities (SSH) are given an enhanced 
role as a cross-cutting issue aimed at improving our 
assessment of and response to complex societal issues. 
Therefore, where relevant, the research and innovation chain 
should include contributions from SSH disciplines” 

Source: EC Online manual 
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SSH is a  

cross-cutting issue, Trans-
disciplinarity is part of the 

evaluation criteria 

 
 

 
   

 Programme  
dedicated to SSH, no reference 
to disciplines working together 

in the evaluation criteria  
 
 

Past vs Present 

HEALTH 

NANO 

SSH 
Transport 

ENV 
ICT 

FOOD 
Security 

Space 

WORKING TOGETHER WORKING INDEPENDENTLY 
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Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities integrated in 

Horizon 2020 
Excellent Science 

 European Research Council 

 Frontier research by the best 
individual teams 

 

 Future and Emerging 
Technologies 

 Collaborative research to open 
new fields of innovation 

 

 Marie Skłodowska Curie actions 

 Opportunities for training and 
career development 

 

 Research infrastructures 
(including e-infrastructure) 

 Ensuring access to world-class 
facilities 

Industrial Leadership 

 Leadership in enabling and 
industrial technologies 

 ICT, nanotechnologies, 
materials, biotechnology, 
manufacturing, space 

 

 Access to risk finance 

 Leveraging private finance and 
venture capital for research 
and innovation 

 

 Innovation in SMEs 

 Fostering all forms of 
innovation in all types of SMEs 

Societal Challenges 

 Health, demographic change 
and wellbeing 

 Food security, sustainable 
agriculture, marine and 
maritime research & the 
bioeconomy 

 Secure, clean and efficient 
energy 

 Smart, green and integrated 
transport 

 Climate action, environment, 
resource efficiency and raw 
materials 

 Inclusive, innovative and 
reflective societies 

 Security society 

 

European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) 

Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation 

Science with and for society 

Joint Research Center (JRC) 

EURATOM 

Cross-cutting Issues 
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Why are the SSH disciplines integrated?     

COMPLEX 

SOCIETAL 

ISSUES 

STEM disciplines 
(science, technology, 

engineering and 
mathematics) 

Integration of SSH: solutions and 
products that are socially 
acceptable, directly applicable or 
marketable and cost-effective  

SSH disciplines 
(social sciences and 

humanities) 
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Knowing why to integrate SSH- the question 
remains: 

How to ensure fruitful and effective integration of Social 
Science and Humanities research into a project? 
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The SSH Integration process 



Fare clic per modificare lo stile del titolo 

Fare clic per modificare lo stile del sottotitolo dello schema 

The full Integration process 

1. TOPIC ANALYSIS 

2. Identification of 
SSH terminology 

3. Identify the relevant 
disciplines and find the right 

partners 

4. Integrate SSH in your 
proposals 

(activities, budget, etc.) 
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1. Topic analysis => SSH-flagged

 topic

s 

 Finding a solution relies on knowledge and input from SSH 

researchers and practitioners 

 Consortia submitting proposals will mainly consist of partners 

from various SSH disciplines 

2. Topics with an SSH component or RELEVANT for 

SSH 

 
 Multidisciplinary topics where finding a solution requires knowledge 

and input from both SSH and STEM 

 Consortia submitting proposals will need to include both STEM and 

SSH partners 

1. Topics DEDICATED to 

SSH 

When you analyse the topic, you need to be aware that it can 
be a SSH-flagged topic => DEDICATED or RELEVANT 

1. TOPIC 
ANALYSIS 
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1. TOPIC 
ANALYSIS 

To assign the SSH flag, you have to answer 'yes' to two key questions: 

 
 Are SSH terminology and research questions (examples provided in 

WP guidance document) included in the scope section of the topic? 

 
 Will the consortium require SSH partners to adequately and 

comprehensively address the issue at stake? 

HOW TO ASSIGN THE SSH-FLAG TO TOPICS IN 

WP18-20? 

Source: EC 
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The full Integration process – 2nd Step 

1. TOPIC 
ANALYSIS 

2. Identification of 
SSH terminology 

3. Identify the 
relevant disciplines 
and find the right 

partners 

4. Integrate 
SSH in your 
proposals 

(activities, budget, 
etc.) 
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Choose if it’s: 

2. Identification of SSH terminology 

Identified SSH terminology: 
 Societal and political 

acceptance; 
 Human behaviour; 
 Legal frameworks; 
 Societal issues; 
 Risk of discrimination 

DEDICATED 

topic (only 

SSH 

disciplines) 

RELEVANT 

topic (SSH 

and STEM 

disciplines 
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2. Terminology of SSH Integration found in Security sector 
in 
2017 

• societal and political acceptance of technologies 
• human behavior 
• legal frameworks 
• social connections, messages and preferences of users 
• acceptability by the society 
• right to data portability, the right to be forgotten, data protection impact 

assessments and the various implementations of the principle of 
accountability 

• safeguarding the data and privacy of citizens 
• cost-effective and user-friendly verification methods 
• identify and address the societal dimensions 
• Fundamental Rights 
• Increased Trust and Confidence in the Digital Single Market 
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Net4Society - SSH Opportunities in H2020 

Opportunities 
in SC2 topics 

Is there a document where I can find the selection of all the 
SSH-flagged topics, both dedicated and relevant? 

http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_Opportunities_Document_2018-2020_update_final.pdf  

http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_Opportunities_Document_2018-2020_update_final.pdf
http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_Opportunities_Document_2018-2020_update_final.pdf
http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_Opportunities_Document_2018-2020_update_final.pdf
http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_Opportunities_Document_2018-2020_update_final.pdf
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Net4Society - SSH Opportunities in SC2 (WP 2018-
2020) 
 

http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_Opportunities_Document_2018-2020_update_final.pdf  

http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_Opportunities_Document_2018-2020_update_final.pdf
http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_Opportunities_Document_2018-2020_update_final.pdf
http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_Opportunities_Document_2018-2020_update_final.pdf
http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_Opportunities_Document_2018-2020_update_final.pdf
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The full Integration process – 3rd Step 

1. TOPIC 
ANALYSIS 

2. 
Identification 

of SSH 
terminology 

3. Identifying of  the relevant 
disciplines and finding the right 

partners 

4. Integrate 
SSH in your 
proposals 

(activities, budget, 
etc.) 
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1. TOPIC 
ANALYSIS 

2. 
Identification 

of SSH 
terminology 

3. Identifying of  the relevant 
disciplines and finding the right 

partners 

3. Identify the relevant disciplines… 

2. Identification of 
SSH terminology 

3. Identification of 
SSH disciplines to 

involve 

Identified SSH terminology: 
 Societal and political 

acceptance; 
 Human behaviour; 
 Legal frameworks; 
 Societal issues; 
 Risk of discrimination 

Psychology 

Sociology 
 

 
Anthropology 

Social aspects 

Human rights 

Education 

Law 
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3. … and find the right partners 

Visit the websites of the NCP networks and find relevant events!! 

Full list: http://www.net4society.eu/public/860.php 

http://www.net4society.eu/public/860.php
http://www.net4society.eu/public/860.php
http://www.net4society.eu/public/860.php
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3. … and find the right partners 

If you are a researcher from 
a STEM discipline and you 
need a SSH researcher 

RESEARCH DIRECTORY 
offered by Net4Society 
project, with 1500 profiles 
from 30 countries 

www.sshresearchdirectory.eu 

http://www.sshresearchdirectory.eu/
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The full Integration process – 4th Step 

1. TOPIC 
ANALYSIS 

2. 
Identification 

of SSH 
terminology 

3. Identify the 
relevant disciplines 
and find the right 

partners 

4. Integrate SSH in 
your proposal 

(activities, budget, etc.) 
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4. Integrate SSH in your proposals 

You need to 
integrate SSH 

in all the 
parts 

Excellence 

Impact 

Implementation 

Work Packages Description 
Please be sure that the 
distribution of WPs, Tasks and 
activities is proper among all 
partners and the SSH 
integration is guaranteed also 
in the abstract, and 
deliverables You need to 

integrate SSH 
researcher/insti 
tutions in your 

consortium 

You need to cover 

all the disciplines 

identified in the 

topic including the 

right partners 

Budget 

You need to assign 
ADEQUATE budget to 
both STEM and SSH 

partners 
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Success stories in SSH integration 
 
 

Net4Society developed a compilation of factsheets on SSH integration presenting best practice 
examples of successful SSH integration. 

 

 The series contains illustrations of: 

 all Societal Challenges throughout Horizon 2020  

 Future and Emerging Technologies 

 Research Infrastructures 

 Nanotechnologies  

 Information and communication technologies 

 

https://www.net4society.eu/_media/Net4Society_D_3_3_FINAL_Factsheets_SSH_Integrati

on.pdf 

 

https://www.net4society.eu/_media/Net4Society_D_3_3_FINAL_Factsheets_SSH_Integration.pdf
https://www.net4society.eu/_media/Net4Society_D_3_3_FINAL_Factsheets_SSH_Integration.pdf
https://www.net4society.eu/_media/Net4Society_D_3_3_FINAL_Factsheets_SSH_Integration.pdf
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Example 1: Success story of SSH integration in SC2 
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Example 2: Success story of SSH integration in FET 
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Example 3: Success story of SSH integration in 
NMBP 
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Recommendations for designing interdisciplinary 
research programmes (1/3) 
 
 

 
1. Institutional framework conditions of the research system 

 

 Teaching: Teach methods that allow for the integration of knowledge from different disciplines 
into multi-, inter-, and transdisciplinary approaches; demonstrate impact on the core disciplines 
involved.  

 Funding: Increase flexibility in funding framework: preparatory and pilot projects for 
overcoming disciplinary biases, sufficiently long timeframe (interdisciplinary projects typically 
need a longer timeframe to realize their potential), sustained support, especially when 
requesting impact measures; for multiannual, multiprogramming frameworks such as Horizon 
2020 a substantial margin for new developments should be factored in. Work Programmes must 
support the interdisciplinary endeavour.  

 Knowledge transfer and co-creation: Create better conditions for data mobility and accessibility 
across disciplines, domains and sectors to support transition to transdisciplinary research. 
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Recommendations for designing interdisciplinary 
research programmes (2/3) 
 
 

 
2. Programme design 

 

 Topics: Balance needs for policy-relevant research and the pursuit of true scientific novelty 
when designing new interdisciplinary programmes. 

 Governance: Ensure interdisciplinarity (possibly also involving users of research) in the 
composition of planning, advisory, and evaluation committees of programmes; request similarly 
broad range of expertise in the internal governance of projects. 

 Call: Ensure that the call spells out explicit interdisciplinarity requirements for project proposals 
in response to research topics. 



Fare clic per modificare lo stile del titolo 

Fare clic per modificare lo stile del sottotitolo dello schema 

 
Recommendations for designing interdisciplinary 
research programmes (3/3) 
 
 

 
3. Evaluation 

 

 Principles: Evaluate novelty in the combination of disciplines and methods in response to the 
research theme; specifying criteria, without distinguishing between fundamental and applied 
research. 

 Panel: Include interdisciplinary research experts on evaluation panels; evaluate and emphasise 
the quality of interdisciplinary integration in project design (including project management and 
the experience and skills of project coordinator). 

 Impact: Reward use of new publishing practices (Open Access) and of proactively involving non-
academic users of knowledge (e.g. civil society organizations, policy makers, business, etc.), if 
requested in call. 
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Recommendations for researchers while building an 
interdisciplinary research project 
 
 

 
 Build interdisciplinarity into the project from the start at all governance and 

implementation levels (methodological pluralism at the core; avoid “add-on” of 
disciplinary contributions); involve all categories of relevant stakeholders (including, if 
relevant, partners with policy/practice orientation) along the entire process - in 
governance, advisory bodies and research. 

 Clarify core shared terminology at the beginning of the project and agree on measures to 
assess appropriate level of interdisciplinary integration for successful deliverables. 

 Select an experienced project manager/coordinator who can pro-actively help networking 
and community-building in the early stages (sufficient funding for this critical phase needs 
to be guaranteed). 
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Stay informed 

• Social networks 
 
 

 
• Newsletters 

 ISSUES e-magazine 

 e-newsletter 

 
• contact@net4society.eu  

Nina Braun 

DLR PT 

Nina.Braun@dlr.de 

mailto:contact@net4society.eu
mailto:Nina.Braun@dlr.de

