
GREEN TRANSITION IN 
CENTRAL EUROPE –
Renewable Gases in 
Circular Economy

Strategy to Scale: Regional innovation driving Europe’s green and competitive future

Brussels, 17 February 2026

Željka Fištrek, EIHP



GREET CE Renewable gases in green transition

Renewable gases address: energy security, decarbonisation and 
industrial competitiveness

Hydrogen: EU Hydrogen Strategy; Alternative Fuels Infrastructure 
Regulation

Biogas and biomethane: EU Methane Regulation; Waste Framework 
Directive

European Green Deal Fit for 55 PackageRepowerEU RED III



GREET CE Renewable gases starting point

• Mapping SME’s and company survey – low numbers of companies in 
this thematic niche

• 29 (/399) – surveyed companies  – 7.2%

• 8 (/113) interviewed companies – 7.1 %

• Strong presence of large companies and public companies within the 
niche

Limited number of companies involved initially, with additional 
companies becoming involved over the course of the project.



GREET CE value chains and business cases

Wastewater biogas and 
biomethane

Wastewater net-zero energy 
optimisation

Wastewater biogas and 
biomethane

Hydrogen for transport and 
industry

Hydrogen powered public 
transport

Hydrogen powered freight 
transport

Waste to Hydrogen circular 
Economy



GREET CE activities to support value chains

Study tours 
Capacity building 
and networking 

events

Matchmaking 
(B2B), finding 

market 
opportunities

Synergies with 
other projects, 
platforms, hubs 

Supporting 
companies in 

project application

Framing policy 
documents

Promoting good 
examples



Synergies with other projects, platforms and hubs

→JIVE2, HyPOP, HyEfRe, 
Danube Indeet, H2CE, 
Green Hydra, NACHIP

→HyMeetUP Zagreb –
exploring synergies 
between Slovenian and 
Croatian projects 

→Innovative HyEfRe tools 
in hydrogen systems 
workshop

→Hydrogen in public 
transport workshop



Matchmaking (B2B), finding market opportunities

→ Connecting companies 



Study visits – learning from experiences

→Lower Saxony  
(participation)

→ Ljubljana Slovenia 
(organisation)-
hydrogen refuelling 
station and PV solar 
plant



Capacity building and networking (conferences, 
seminars, other events)

→ Conferences, seminars, events 



Other activities

• Inclusion of policy makers in project events and activities

• Development of policy documents for hydrogen → Hydrogen 
roadmap

• Five I3 project proposals supported *

• Two I3 projects will be supported in Strand 2b call

• Two Interreg Danube supported 

• Visibility of project, I3 and companies increased 

*Consortium building, partner search, feedback, LOS



GREET CE –Conclusions

→New or improved technologies and processed are needed  but also:
• System integration → connecting already known technologies (RES + 

electrolyzer + storage + end-use application) into new business models and 
local energy systems,

• Cost reduction of key components → technological advancement, research,

• Digital infrastructure → security, optimization and financial sustainability, 
digital certification and traceability (RFNBO),

• Flexible participation in the power system,

• Pilot projects in controlled niches,

• Development of competencies and safety standards,

• Financial support (EU, national) → main driver (based on strategic priorities).



Thank you for your attention!

www.greetCE.eu

Željka Fištrek

zfistrek@eihp.hr

099 5326 139

http://www.greetce.eu/
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