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I3 Instrument - Strengthening Innovation in Europe’s

Regions

INNOVATION

CLOSE TO MARKET
INTERREGIONAL activities (TRL 6-9)

MINIMUM o
3 ) 5 INNOVATION &
IMPACT-ORIENTED
PARTNERS investments
@

from different
Member States and
regional ecosystems

INVESTMENTS

€ 490

million available in
the 2021-2027
programming period

e

million in EU funding per project

70
%

of EU contribution for all
beneficiaries and cost categories,
100% to SMEs in the form of
cascade funding

TOPICS

Green transition
Digital transition

Smart
manufacturing

: ‘Q
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. 101000105 7
5O 41010004, V2,9, %0, L0, 2
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Funding opportunities under I3 instrument

e

Strand 1 | support for investments in interregional
innovation projects in shared smart specialisation areas

Strand 2a | support for investments in interregional innovation
projects for the development of value chains in less developed
regions

Strand 2b | Capacity building for the development of value
chains in less developed regions




|13 Instrument

across EU Regions



Grants distribution in all regions - Top 20
2021 — 2025, all Strands

Lombardia (IT)
Région de Bruxelles-Capitale/Brussels Hoofdstedelijk Gewest (BE)
Noord (NL)
Lazio (IT) e €O 7 M
Vzhodna (SI) N <O 4 M
Cataluha (ES) . €3 8 M
Zahodna (Sl) I <7 5 ]
AtTik (Attiki) (EL) e <6, 7 M
Comunidad de Madrid (ES) S <5 8 M
Oberbayern (DE) N <5 5 M

€13, 7M
€126 M

€11,1M

Emilia-Romagna (IT) .. ...—.—-—_—_-_—_—_—_—_———— <5 4 |\
Kevtpikr) Makedovia (Kentriki Makedonia) (EL) s <5 3 |\
Norte (PT) S <5 0 M
Grad Zagreb (HR) m—— <4 7 M
Latvija (LV) . <4 6 M
Noord-Holland (NL) mE s <4 4 M|
lle-de-France (FR) mE S <4 4 \

Rhéne-Alpes (FR) I <4 4 M

Limousin (FR) m s <4 1
Oberosterreich (AT) I — —— <3 8 M (0101010171070,



| 13 Instrument : Unlocking Innovation in Emerging
Regions

”ﬁ?-pmjects across regions, by cohesiop
5

Legend -
[ Not participating in 13

[ Non-EU-27

LDR with

[ 1-3 projects

[ 4 -6 projects

[ 7 - 25 projects ?
TR with

I3 helps spread innovation Outside Traditional
Centres and across all types of Cohesion regions

Numbers of participations:
* LDR 416 (33%)
* TR 251 (20%)
* MDR 593 (47%)

[ 1-3 projects
I 4 - 6 projects
B 7 - 25 projects
MDR with

[ 1-3 projects
B 4 - 6 projects
Il 7 - 25 projects

LDRs with high participation rate show:
 Dynamic SME landscape

e Strong skills and education

Source: 13 project data (last updated



Strong cohesion impact

Interregional linkages between I3 projects

The I3 Instrument simultaneously attracts
Europe's capital cities and innovation hubs (e.g.,
Brussels, Madrid, Milan) alongside LDRs.

Legend

Collaboration intensity
~— Medium

—— High

-

* Total 9,768 interregional linkages through

Total of linkages

D s common |13 projects with cross-border
= collaborations (90%)

Il >200-331

[ No collaborative . . . .

B Noneu 27 « MDRs remain central in interregional

collaborations (47%), while LDRs represent
nearly 32% of all connections (Horizon Europe
—12%).

e Strong alignment with Smart Specialisation
Strategies (S3)

Source: 13 project data (last updated 04.09.2025)



EU networks are essential

il= Business-Driven & Market-Oriented

Format of previous collaboration
* 63% of projects initiated by clusters or SMEs

) o - Collaboration around specific opportunities such _90‘7
* 91% built on existing collaboration networks as EU, nationally or regionally funded projects d
. Structured collaboration within an existing
* 38% of the su rveyed ] projects resulted from network with aligned objectvies, governance and -45%
. . trategi
collaborations through a S3 Thematic Platform. SRS
_ o - _ Casual collaboration through informal and ad-hoc -26%
e Strong industry leadership in interregional value chains exchanges
& . . . L
% Advancing Innovations to Market Sychronised partnership with a joint séga\;c:rgnyaﬁrgg -19%
* 90% expect TRL 8-9 0%  25%  50%  75%  100%
e (Ca pacity-building projects prepa ring future investment Source: 13 Survey 2025, latest results: 04.09.2025, n = 34 (multiple answers
. . ossible).
pipelines possible)

* Financial Support to Third Parties (FSTP) boosts SME
participation



13 Instrument: Latest developments

& €301M: already committed budget for 70
%0@?5’3“”: Still available for Strand 1 (INV1) 2025-2027

é €86,3M: Still available for Strand 2a (INV20) 2025-2027

© Close to 1000 single participants from all 27 EU countries
B Evaluation process for INV1&2a calls 2025

_ % 1 Cap2b call deadline 19 March 2026 (€ 9,8M)
© Still 2 x 2 calls for 2026 and 2027 (under INV1 & & INV2a)




|3 Projects by Topic

ELEVATECEE
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MetaHeritage ITAEST

I3FLOAT HYMANTOVALLE 'H-MIE DigiONE 13

InnoMedCatalyst
Y BRIDGE
DIGITALISATION Greet GEO NASCHA SAge-hub (CE) Helix
AMBITIOUS VRHealthChampio ENERGY INSHAPE
MetaHeritage Hy2Market  Heatinvest HEALTH & BIOTECHNOLOGY
H2Value NACHIP DIGIT-PRE DigiLung

IRHIS  inkjet-bioAM

SMART-Growth

HealthChain

BRIDGE and SHIFT Agri-PET/MRI
3DoP

OFELIA INNOA4CFls TARRISE
i RegioGreenTex Baltic MUPPETS B|otech4FoodS

MANUFACTURING & LIGAWINE

G
INDUSTRY ;. cLoser HIGAFVIBIOECONOMY & AGRI FOOD

13-4-BLUE-GROWTH
IGNITE-LDR GENESIS SmartVitiNet

FITT-NESS

SMARTWINER
Greet CE Y 0
GreenStep AquaLloops4Med 1110 ]
13-4-BIOFERTILIZERS ’

- \@\ 910101010007 7’3](

,\0“0 o \011101017¢, 77,
I\ \00000101000107 o
T A0V (0001000, . 70

.16101T1010




I3 Support Facility

Support to innovation stakeholders and public authorities
reinforcing the objectives of the 13 Instrument

https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/



https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/interregional-innovation-investments-i3-instrument_en
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/

I3 Instrument Observatory

I3 Project descriptions Annual Observatory Report Dashboard

ra Greet CE . .
f o - Total number of I3 projects: 70 Total participants: 1281 Countries involved: 31
4 reen transition in Central Europe Greet CE
i . The GREET CE project aims to strengt Project Acronym Country Region (NUTS 2) Region Type Swrand Participant Role Participant Type Domain
Greet CE Central European regions—lo participa T
focuses on three main objectives: prom Al v Al v Al Al v All All
gement such as crowdfunding; fac

practice exchange, peer feaming, and |

programme -

Participant Type @ Higher education @Osher @ Private c

1y @Public At

@Feseach

O ® 2

. . IRELAND. NETHERLANDS i
RSy B = implementation an e ane
GreetGEO is a two years (2024-2026) == Gl'e e t C E b

GreetGeo  regonaiimovation ecosysiems, wih a :
polental of geothermal enesgy resourc
and prepare geothermal-based innovat

Saint Heliee

e project trajectories i

Higher education

Bay
Key actiities inciude ecosystem mappl Greet CE of Siscay
3 S Regional Budget Diswibution
H2value ; e wom i v.iu Geor
G V A LU E % Green transition In Central Europe
Supporting the Regional Development - SPAIN
The aim of the H2Value (Supporting thi - Cohesion Classification - &
Estonia and Latvia) project i (o establi I More deveicped regions CakiD Tunis ) Atnens
Planing Region and Northern Estonia ( Tranalton rgions 13-2022-CAP2b. A,g, o Valletta. <
strategic mvestments in Kck-starting th R B [ oo corsnnt oo Giecatsr e UNISIA
transport — is expected to create a grez - ) b ) Py
- I _— e O puration ) woroceo "
:e::d::s . eo(i;jf-o + Lesflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors © EuroGeographics © UN-FAQ for the sdministrative 100 2008 0210 r e « Tipoli .
HealthChain -
Project Acroym  Participart Legal Name. Region (NUTS 2§ Region Type Participant Type  Participant Weblink ~ Project Description  Regional $3
AP HEALTHCHAIN Boosting value chains in Health at regit @ s —
Abstract oAU Bucos G ENERGETS NSTTUT FRVOIE POZAR e [Py we——— = =
FleaiCheln stroghions ereglocsl. el ok Greet CE HRVATSKA POLIGPRIVREDNA KOMORA Grad Zagreh Less developed  Research centre ) >
m:?;‘;;:‘mn"g::;;f:‘w sEs ane, The GREET CE project aims to strengthen the capacity of regional innovation I Greet CE RAZVOINA AGENCUA VUKOVARSKO- SRUEMSKE ZUPANUE Pancrisks Hrvatska Less developed  Public Authority > @
increases the innovation capacity of he SMES in less developed Central European regions—to participate in I3 calls and other EU p-ogrzmmes © EU Contribution Greet CE SVELICILISTE U ZAGREBU GRADEVINSKI FAXULTET Grad Zagreb Less developed  Higher education >
SMEs benefit from tadored business su ang to attract interregional Investments. It focuses on three main objectives: promoting bioeconomy 1,398,007 € Grees CE Asundo Bicenergy Graro Karistolt Felelomsegu Tarassg Cazake Alfoid Less developed  Private compary bt bt
2904 GAZDASAGTUDOMANY i » @
Investments through European programmes and private sector suchas e IEEVE RS Aoy i AMors s apec Highu ashucten =
facilitating EU value chain interactions and cross-sectoral partnerships through best practice exchange. Sosecs n:a “m""’ o Cosans K;;"" Uiy of ¥ Couay Shyee Dusead N s -
Heatinvest peer leaming, and tailored training; and developing mature innovation-driven projects with sirong Number of Partners/Types ORI At o dewloped; Pl coopeny 5
X FALCON-VISION MUSZAXI FEJLESZTO ES SZOLGALTATO ZARTKORUEN MUKODO RT More developed  Private company @
Enhancing cluster deveiopment and i reglonal impact. SMES and Large Enterprises; 8 Vis County Federation of Industrisfsts )
Rasearch nd Edicagon Onganisatons: & SikmrARe VA PP AR o
Heatinvest project is focused on streng activities are carried out through four specialized pilot areas—eco-construction, digital energy, Intermediary Organisations: 8
participate effectively in EU value chair Pubd 5
projact brings together a diverse consa Fégenerative farming, and renewable gases. These pilots include targeted matchmaking events, ublic authorities
clusters, SMEs, and research organisa individual project support, and cross-regional collaboration to foster Innovation and sustainabilty.
policymakers, Heatlnvest fosters ecosy
Assess, compare
Regional assets,
needs, bottlenecks,
opportunities Shared solutions
Build participatory
and interregional | Pathwaysto (Outcomes; best
best practices integrae i practices available
community driven | Practices avalable
and innovative o e ication an
measures uprasn
Interregional Dimension v 401010111074,
ot 10
or0 ' 40101010101,, 790
Innovation v oA\ At 7
N 0\‘\ A .\000‘1171]07 0
~ Q Q
AN A0 A 101010
A 0 0
Capacity building v N AD L a0t 07

N A0
N \QG.\O\ 01\10101‘10




I3 Partner Search

Goal: Facilitate search for I3 partners across...
e Quadruple helix actor groups

e Regional development levels

Key features:

 Simple registration for innovation actors and project
coordinators

e Project history to show individual track record
e S3 priorities to look for matching partner regions

* Event integration to boost live matchmaking

Available end of February 2026

Searchable

userbase




Monthly virtual

events

Event

#17 How to build a continuous pipeline of interregional
investment ideas

(@© Last activity 15 days ago

©0 0 ) Remote event

Event

#18 Value chain mapping for I3 Instrument implementation

.

@© Last activity 7 days ago

©0 s 0 QO Remote event

Event

#19 How interregional consortia enable cross-regional
technology transfer

.

@© Last activity 7 days ago

©0 s 0 O Remote event

Event

#20 Building

ity in less d ped regions through 13

P

@© Lastactivity 7 days ago

18

FEB

2026

15

2026

Event

#2113 data intelligence: How to make the most of the I3
Observatory and Partner Search for project and policy
planning

(O Last activity 7 days ago

@0 0 O Remote event

Event

#22 Examples of regions with policy experimentation with
innovation policy instruments

.

(O Last activity 7 days ago

@0 W0 O Remote event

Event

#1 Financial reporting & communication for I3 Instrument
projects

(O Last activity 6 months ago

©0 0 JRemote event

Event

#2 Quadruple Helix — Key actors and how they operate

@ Last activity 6 months ago

@0 0 ) Remote event

Event

#3 From Thematic Platforms to 13 Instrument projects

17

JUN

2026

15

2026

29

JAN

2025

MAR

2025

31

MAR

2025

10101110
\0‘038104.01070713]000
R 0’\\; 1000””1070170
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Share your perspective

Policy Discussion Groups Capacity Building Heroes Working Group
Making better use of policy recommendations from projects ° AddreSSing SpECiﬁC Challenges in Strand 2b
S projects
F::g::ittii:g access to cross-border research and innovation ° PrOjeCt sustaina b|||ty — What'S next for
projects after Strand 2b
T

Strengthening SME investment readiness — moving from project to ° Learni Ngs for Investments P rOjeCt

follow-up finance

* Peer-learning opportunities

Discussion Group on how to engage Discussion Group on innovation Di ion Group on regi I, national,
Managing Authorities (MAs) in ecosystem management for a better I3 European, and global value chain
interregional collaboration Instrument implementation creation, and challenges for EU regions

(focus on the less developed areas)

— Visit the page Visit the page Visit the page
e '_-';|
P
|
. 110
\UWQ*,O'\O] 1 ”’70]

Policy Briefs, webinars, analytical articles =4 | Good practices data base, analytical articles eanoreioi0tregye

ak
1

Q" 40
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Annual I3 instrument forum 2026

* 1/10/2026: 13 Instrument Forum - high-
level event, spotlighting the 13
Instrument’s impact. Registrations
closed. Web streaming will be available

24.09.2025 - Brussels, Belgium

25.09.2025 - I3 Instrument Coordinators’ Day

* 30/9/2026: 13 Coordinator’s day to bring
together beneficiaries for learning and

peer exchange
* Check out videos,
presentation, promotional
videos from 13 projects at the

12 Support Facility website
mm(ﬂ“?%

Q\( 101010107070, Uo
\\ 0011177 979
o0 10101 101000 010
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All services Iin one
website

https://interregional-
innovation-

investments.ec.europ
a.eu/

Join the I3 Instrument community

Subscribe to the I3 Instrument Support Facility newsletter for exclusive updates on funding 7

opportunities, events, and tailored support for interregional innovation.

Subscribe now

Q Search

European
Commission

13 Instrument Support Facility

Home  About Services v  Share your perspective v News Events v  Contactus

Interregional

I3 Instrument Support Facility Ihhovation
Investments

Empowering regional and national innovation stakeholders to build robust Instrument

interregional innovation ecosystems, reinforcing the objectives of the I3

Instrument.

13 Instrument in figures

&

Q)
)

301 Million 70 Projects

of EU funding invested

What is the I3 Instrument

The Interregional Innovation Investments (13) Instrument, under the

, supports interregional innovation projects in their scale-up
and commercialisation phases. It helps overcome regulatory and market barriers,
bringing projects to investment level

Visit the website

Services

13 Instrument observatory Partner search I3 Projects hub

Presentation of 13 projects, success stories
and impact on less developed regions

Coming soon

Find partners to build I3 project proposals

Download list

Dashboard with key analytics, trends and
insights from 13 projects

Learn more



https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/

Interregional
Innovation
Investments 7/

Thank you for your
attention!

Interregional

European Innovation
C L. Investments
ommission Instrumen t
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