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€ 490

of EU contribution for all 
beneficiaries and cost categories, 

100% to SMEs in the form of 
cascade funding  

I3 Instrument - Strengthening Innovation in Europe’s 
Regions

million in EU funding per project

TOPICS
Green transition

Digital transition

Smart 
manufacturing



Funding opportunities under I3 instrument

Strand 1 | support for investments in interregional 
innovation projects in shared smart specialisation areas 

Strand 2a | support for investments in interregional innovation 
projects for the development of value chains in less developed 
regions

Strand 2b I Capacity building for the development of value 
chains in less developed regions 

I3SF I Technical assistance & experimentation



I3 Instrument

across EU Regions



Grants distribution in all regions  - Top 20 
2021 – 2025, all Strands

€13,7 M

€12,6 M

€11,1 M

€9,7 M

€9,4 M

€8,8 M

€7,5 M

€6,7 M

€5,8 M

€5,5 M

€5,4 M

€5,3 M

€5,0 M

€4,7 M

€4,6 M

€4,4 M

€4,4 M

€4,4 M

€4,1 M

€3,8 M

Lombardia (IT)

Région de Bruxelles-Capitale/Brussels Hoofdstedelijk Gewest (BE)

Noord (NL)

Lazio (IT)

Vzhodna (SI)

Cataluña (ES)

Zahodna (SI)

Aττική (Attiki) (EL)

Comunidad de Madrid (ES)

Oberbayern (DE)

Emilia-Romagna (IT)

Κεντρική Μακεδονία (Kentriki Makedonia) (EL)

Norte (PT)

Grad Zagreb (HR)

Latvija (LV)

Noord-Holland (NL)

Ile-de-France (FR)

Rhône-Alpes (FR)

Limousin (FR)

Oberösterreich (AT)



I3 Instrument : Unlocking Innovation in Emerging 
Regions

I3 helps spread innovation Outside Traditional 
Centres and across all types of Cohesion regions

Numbers of participations:

• LDR 416 (33%)

• TR 251 (20%)

• MDR 593 (47%)

LDRs with high participation rate show:

• Dynamic SME landscape

• Strong skills and education

                       

         

        

              

              

               

       

              

              

               

        

              

              

               

      

Involvement in I3-projects across regions, by cohesion group

Source: I3 project data (last updated 
04.09.2025). 



Strong cohesion impact

The I3 Instrument simultaneously attracts 
Europe's capital cities and innovation hubs (e.g., 
Brussels, Madrid, Milan) alongside LDRs.

• Total 9,768 interregional linkages through 
common I3 projects with cross-border 
collaborations (90%)

• MDRs remain central in interregional 
collaborations (47%), while LDRs represent 
nearly 32% of all connections (Horizon Europe 
– 12%).

• Strong alignment with Smart Specialisation 
Strategies (S3)

                       

      

    

                 

      

        

         

          

          

                 

        

         

      

Interregional linkages between I3 projects

Source: I3 project data (last updated 04.09.2025) 



EU networks are essential

Format of previous collaboration

Source: I3 Survey 2025, latest results: 04.09.2025, n = 34 (multiple answers 
possible).

•  Business-Driven & Market-Oriented

• 63% of projects initiated by clusters or SMEs

• 91% built on existing collaboration networks

• 38% of the surveyed I3 projects resulted from 
collaborations through a S3 Thematic Platform.

• Strong industry leadership in interregional value chains

 Advancing Innovations to Market

• 90% expect TRL 8–9 

• Capacity-building projects preparing future investment 
pipelines

• Financial Support to Third Parties (FSTP) boosts SME 
participation



I3 Instrument: Latest developments

 €79,3M: Still available for Strand 1 (INV1) 2025-2027

 €301M: already committed budget for 70 
projects

 Close to 1000 single participants from all 27 EU countries 

 Evaluation process for INV1&2a calls 2025  

 1 Cap2b call deadline 19 March 2026 (€ 9,8M) 

 Still 2 x 2 calls for 2026 and 2027 (under INV1 & & INV2a) 
Last 5 calls

70 projects
 €86,3M: Still available for Strand 2a (INV20) 2025-2027



I3 Projects by Topic

    
ENERGY

CIRCULAR ECONOMYMANUFACTURING & 
INDUSTRY

TEX-BREIN

ELEVATECEE

HeatInvest

VALUE4PACK

BRIDGE and SHIFT

I3HIES BIO-RED

BRIDGESAge-hub (CE)

HEALTH & BIOTECHNOLOGY

Greet GEO

InnoMedCatalyst

CERITA

EPIC

LABEL4FUTURE

IRMHUB

FITT-NESS

GENESIS

RISE

DIGITALISATION

GreenStep

SustainX Allon_I3

MetaHeritage

BIOECONOMY & AGRI FOOD

STARRISE

Greet CE

I3-4-BLUE-GROWTH

3DoP

Hy2Market

Baltic MUPPETS

SmartVitiNet

DigiONE I3

DeremCo

HIGHFIVE

I3FLOAT
IH-MIE

NASCHA

METIUM

EVEN-CLOSER

IGNITE-LDR

LIGAWINE

OFELIA

FARM360TECH

HeliX

HealthChain

I4-GREEN

H2Value

RegioGreenTex 

DIGIT-PRE DigiLung

AMBITIOUS

BATMASS

IN-MOB

SMART-Growth

Biotech4Food
INNO4CFIs

INSHAPE

HYMANTOVALLE
Y

inkjet-bioAM

I3-4-SEAWEED

INCIRCULAR

I3-4-BIOFERTILIZERS

CLOSER

SMARTWINER
Y

Agri-PET/MRI

MetaHeritage

VRHealthChampions

SICAPERMA

NACHIP

IT4EST

IRHIS

AquaLoops4Med



I3 Support Facility
Support to innovation stakeholders and public authorities 

reinforcing the objectives of the I3 Instrument

https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/ 

https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/interregional-innovation-investments-i3-instrument_en
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/


I3 Instrument Observatory
Annual Observatory Report Dashboard

• In-depth analysis of 
programme 
implementation and 
project trajectories

I3 Project descriptions



Goal: Facilitate search for I3 partners across…

• Quadruple helix actor groups

• Regional development levels

Key features:

• Simple registration for innovation actors and project 
coordinators

• Project history to show individual track record

• S3 priorities to look for matching partner regions

• Event integration to boost live matchmaking

I3 Partner Search

Simple 
registration

Searchable 
userbase

Regional S3 
priorities

Event 
integration

Project 
history

Available end of February 2026



Monthly virtual events 



Share your perspective

• Addressing specific challenges in Strand 2b 
projects

• Project sustainability – what's next for 
projects after Strand 2b

• Learnings for Investments project

• Peer-learning opportunities

Policy Discussion Groups Capacity Building Heroes Working Group

Policy Briefs, webinars, analytical articles Good practices data base, analytical articles

Making better use of policy recommendations from projects 

Framework conditions  

Facilitating access to cross-border research and innovation 
capacities 

Ecosystem

Strengthening SME investment readiness – moving from project to 
follow-up finance 

Investment



Annual I3 instrument forum 2026

• 1/10/2026: I3 Instrument Forum - high-
level event, spotlighting the I3 
Instrument’s impact. Registrations 
closed. Web streaming will be available

• 30/9/2026: I3 Coordinator’s day to bring 
together beneficiaries for learning and 
peer exchange 

• Check out videos, 
presentation, promotional 
videos from I3 projects at the 
I2 Support Facility website



All services in one 
website

https://interregional-
innovation-
investments.ec.europ
a.eu/ 

https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/
https://interregional-innovation-investments.ec.europa.eu/


Thank you for your 
attention!
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