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UVODNIK

Letošnji že 4. Informativni dnevi v zvezi z aktualnimi razpisi 7.Okvirnega programa, ki so potekali 2. in 3. julija na Gospodarski zbornici - in smo jih, kot vedno doslej, organizirali skupaj z Ministrstvom za izobraževanje, znanost, kulturo in šport - so bili zelo uspešni. Bilo je preko 200 udeležencev in predstavljeni so bili vsi razpisi iz zadnjega kroga 7.OP. Predstavljenih je bilo tudi več uspešnih projektov in projektnih idej, bilo je veliko kontaktov med potencialnimi partnerji za nove projekte, posebej pa smo organizirali individualne pogovore bodočih prijaviteljev z evaluatorji.

Ocenjena je bila uspešnost našega dosedanjega sodelovanja v 7.OP ter napovedane novosti za naslednji okvirni program, ki bo potekal v obdobju 2014-2020 pod imenom »Obzorje 2020«.

Za uvod smo imeli panelno razpravo o posredovanju naših raziskovalnih prioritet v Bruselj, na kateri so sodelovali v.d. generalnega direktorja v Ministrstvu za področje znanosti dr. Borut Rončevič, rektor Univerze v Ljubljani prof. dr. Stane Pejovnik,  direktor Instituta Jožef Stefan, prof.dr.Jadran Lenarčič, Alenka Zalaznik iz Tehnološko inovacijske agencije in B.Cizelj iz SGRZ.

V panelni razpravi smo se dotaknili razmer in razlogov, da v Sloveniji ni dovolj poudarka na specializaciji, ki je danes pogoj za doseganje odličnosti – ta pa za uspešnost na evropskih razpisih. Ti so namreč vse bolj konkurenčni in celo vsi zelo dobri projekti, ki dosegajo 14 od maksimalnih 15 točk si ne zagotovijo EU financiranja.

Simptomatično je, da Slovenija Evropski komisiji ne posreduje svojih predlogov za tematiko, ki naj bi se uvrstila v  razpise Okvirnih programov. Za razliko od večine držav in številnih raziskovalni inštitutov, združenj, univerz, pa tudi večjih, tehnološko naravnanih gospodarskih družb, Slovenija tega ni storila za zadnja dva okvirna programa, prav tako pa tudi ne za bodoči program Obzorje-2020.

V sferi pravijo, da so na Ministrstvo poslali svoje predloge, ki pa niso bili integrirani v ustrezen dokument, ki bi moral odražati naše nacionalne prioritete in zagotoviti, da bodo le-te našle pot v programske prioritete EU programov, na katere bi se potem zainteresirane institucije lažje in uspešneje odzivale. Kot vemo, velja to za vse natečaje in kdor tega ne upošteva se obvezno znajde v neenakopravnem položaju v primerjavi s tistimi, katerih pobude in predlogi so bili pravočasno vgrajeni v osnutke EU programov.

Napačen bi bil zaključek, da je za to odgovorno le Ministrstvo. Problem je mnogo širši, kompleksnejši in dolgoročnejši. Težko je namreč reči, da ima Slovenija jasno definirane razvojne in raziskovalne prioritete. To je sicer donekle pomanjkljivost tudi nekaterih drugih članic EU, ko pa govorimo o državi 2 milijonov, je problem toliko bolj resen. Zato tudi ne moremo imeti raziskovalnih teamov s kritično velikostjo, zato ni nikoli dovolj denarja za nek ambicioznejši raziskovalni podvig, ali za nujno raziskovalno opremo. Posledično je zelo težko v imenu države poslati v Bruselj dokument, ki opredeljuje, kaj so naše raziskovalne prioritete.

Kako bomo v prihodnje dosegali višjo uspešnost v EU programih, če se ne bomo osredotočili na področja, kjer smo dosegli mednarodno primerljive dobre rezultate in kjer smo odlični? To moramo imeti pred seboj sami raziskovalci, primerno pa morajo ukrepati zlasti vodje inštitutov ter vodstva univerz. Hkrati pa je naloga države, da z ustreznimi instrumenti vzpodbuja najboljše raziskovalne skupine (ne glede na to kdo je kje zaposlen) ter podpira specializacijo in mednarodno sodelovanje ter partnerstva raziskovalnih zavodov z gospodarstvom. Glede na razvito in lahko dosegljivo bibliometriko danes ni težko ugotoviti, kje smo dobri in kje smo odlični. Ali je treba razvijati le aplikativne raziskave, ali moramo imeti tudi določene temeljne znanosti, to ni prava dilema. Vprašanje pa je, koliko prednostnih področij smo sposobni razvijati in tem področjem je treba posvetiti posebno pozornost in dati prednost pri javnem financiranju. Čeprav je to splošna evropska slabost, je za Slovenijo – kot manjšo državo – toliko pomembneje, da se čimprej odmaknemo od (podedovanega) financiranja raziskovalcev in začnemo financirati raziskovalne projekte, predvsem tiste, ki obetajo rezultate. 

Danska, ki je po prebivalstvu le malo več kot 2 krat večja od Slovenije, ima jasno profilirano razvojno in raziskovalno strategijo, dosega odlične rezultate in je mednarodno visoko konkurenčna. Že leta 2006 je sprejela svojo strategijo globalizacije, 2 leti kasneje pa tudi svoj nacionalni raziskovalni program »Forsk 2015«. V njem je - po široki javni razpravi -  med 21 interdisciplinarno opredeljenimi prednostnimi področji določila 6 prednostnih področij. To so: energija, klima in okolje, proizvodnja in tehnologija, zdravje in prevencija, inovacije in konkurenčnost, znanje in izobraževanje, ljudje in družba. Formirali so Odbor za strateške raziskave, ki skrbi, da so javna sredstva usmerjena zlasti na prednostna področja, ki krepijo njihovo mednarodno odličnost.

Hkrati so opravili tudi odločno reformo javnega visokošolskega sistema: svojih 11 javnih raziskovalnih institutov so inkorporirali v 3 velike javne univerze, ki so s tem dobile izrazit raziskovalni potencial, ki je bistven za kvaliteten razvoj univerz.  

Pristojno ministrstvo, ki je pri njih odgovorno za znanost, tehnologijo in inovacije,  je imelo lani proračun 129 mil.€. O financiranju raziskav odloča Odbor za strateške raziskave, med raziskovalnimi programi pa na prvem mestu navaja « Raziskovalne platforme, ki pospešujejo inovacije » . Med 8 kriteriji za financiranje sta na prvem mestu:

· prispevek k ustvarjanju vrednosti v javnem in zasebnem sektorju;

· prispevek k izboljšani bazi znanja za pomembne naloge in odločitve v družbi.

Svoja področja odličnosti merijo v nadsorazmerni zastopanosti znanstvenih objav v odnosu na povprečni delež Danske v svetovni znanstveni produkciji. Po tem kriteriju so med 12 področji zelo dobri na področju kmetijstva, sledijo pa biomedicina, klinična medicina in biologija. Na ta 4 skrbno izbrana in med seboj povezana področja je odpadlo v letih 2004-2008 kar 64,7% vseh znanstvenih objav (EU povprečje 53,5%). Znotraj teh področij so taka, kjer dosegajo mednarodno odličnost in so tradicionalno specifična za nordijsko skupino držav, pa tudi taka, kjer so Danci  sami dosegli odličnost ob veliki mednarodni konkurenci. 

Tak pristop, ob odlično delujočem podpornem okolju za inovacije (za to področje je Danska letos dobila KEN priznanje), daje željene rezultate. Tako ne preseneča, da je Danska med 66 državami, uvrščenimi po kriterijih ekonomije znanja v obdobju 2007-2012, ves čas med vodilnimi 5 državami sveta!  

Po tej lestvici je Slovenija zaenkrat še vedno na 25-26. mestu, kar ni slabo, vendar bomo morali za ohranitev take uvrstitve narediti v prihodnje veliko več, vključno z večjo odločnostjo v izbiri razvojnih in raziskovalnih prioritet ter posledično bolj selektivnim financiranjem raziskovalnega dela.
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AKTUALNE NOVICE
· Na voljo je 8,1 milijarde evrov
Evropska komisija je objavila več kot 50 razpisov prek katerih bo iz Sedmega okvirnega programa za raziskave in razvoj (FP7) raziskovalnim ustanovam, podjetjem in posameznim raziskovalcem še zadnjič razdelila denar za raziskovalne in inovativne projekte in ideje. Razpise za projekte s področja digitalne agende in informacijsko-komunikacijske tehnologije bo objavila še v jeseni. Skupaj je letos prek vseh razpisov na voljo največ sredstev doslej, to je 8,1 milijarde evrov. Za razpise, ki so že objavljeni, se roki za prijavo projektov začnejo iztekati septembra. Na Evropski komisiji pojasnjujejo, da je 4,8 milijarde evrov na voljo za projekte in ideje s tematskih področij, ki so varovanje oceanov in voda, boljša izraba surovin, učinkovita raba energije, izboljšanje učinkovitosti pri porabi naravni virov, za pametna mesta, za reformo javnega sektorja, raziskave možganov, odpornost proti mikrobom. Prek Evropsklega raziskovalnega sveta bo Komisija razdelila 1,7 milijarde evrov najboljšim raziskovalcem, 963 milijonov evrov pa bo namenila za mobilnost raziskovalcev prek programa Marie Curie. Za inovativna majhna in srednja podjetja je na voljo 1,2 milijarde evrov.

Več:

Sporočilo o razpisih
in

Spletna stran z razpisi 

· Voditelji članic EU so sprejeli pakt za rast in delovna mesta
Na vrhu EU 28. in 29. junija v Bruslju so voditelji članic EU sprejeli pakt za rast in delovna mesta, na podlagi katerega bo za investicije mogoče takoj zagotoviti 120 milijard evrov. V tem okviru so sklenili povečati kapital Evropske investicijske banke (EIB) za 10 milijard evrov, od tega bo Slovenija morala vplačati 24 milijonov evrov. Zmožnost kreditiranja EIB so povečali za 60 milijard evrov, kar naj bi omogočilo sprostitev do 180 milijard evrov za dodatne naložbe. Sklenili so, da je treba takoj začeti izvajati pilotno fazo projekta evropskih projektnih obveznic, ki bo omogočila dodatne naložbe na področju energetske in transportne infrastrukture pa na področju širokopasovnih omrežij v višini 4,5 milijarde evrov. Voditelji so sklenili, da bodo države članice lahko dobile pomoč iz stalnega evropskega reševalnega sklada EMS tudi za reševanje bank, vendar samo tiste države članice, ki bodo dosledno izpolnjevale priporočila Evropske komisije. Pomoč iz tega sklada bodo lahko dobili brez dodatnih pogojev za izvedbo varčevalnih ukrepov in reform.  Evropski parlament je odobril za 230 milijonov evrov garancij za zasebne investitorje projektov, ki bodo financirani s projektnimi obveznicami. Od tega bo 200 milijonov evrov garancij na voljo za projekte za dograditev transportne infrastrukture, 20 milijonov evrov za informacijsko-komunikacijska omrežja in 10 milijonov evrov za projekte energetske infrastrukture. Shemo bo upravljala EIB.
Voditelji so sprejeli tudi odločitev o patentu EU, a ker so se dogovorili, da bo patentno sodišče imelo sedež v Parizu, Londonu in Münchnu, je Evropski parlament odločil preložiti glasovanje. Odločitev o patentu EU je pomembno za Slovenijo tudi zato, ker si bo s Portugalsko delila arbitražni organ.
Več:
Zaključki vrha EU 
in

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta o projektnih obveznicah
in

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta glede patenta EU
· Evropska komisija je odobrila dokapitalizacijo NLB
Evropska komisija je v skladu s pravili EU o državni pomoči začasno odobrila dokapitalizacijo NLB Skupine v višini 382,9 milijona evrov. Slovenija je priglasila načrte za izdajo obveznic CoCo (pogojno zamenljive obveznice; vrsta hibridnih instrumentov) v vrednosti 320 milijonov evrov in dokapitalizacijo z navadnim lastniškim kapitalom v višini 62,9 milijona evrov. Komisija je ocenila pomoč na podlagi začasnih pravil za dokapitalizacije bank v času krize in ugotovila, da je ta ustrezna, potrebna in sorazmerna. Komisija je pomoč odobrila za obdobje šestih mesecev, tako da bosta NLB in Slovenija imeli dovolj časa za predložitev posodobljenega načrta prestrukturiranja, v katerem bo upoštevana tudi ta dodatna državna pomoč.

Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Vajeništva in pripravništva so koristna, a jih je treba izboljšati
Zaradi visoke stopnje brezposelnosti je od prednostnih nalog mladim zagotoviti nemoten prehod iz šolanja v zaposlitev. V skladu s priporočili dveh študij, opravljenih po naročilu Evropske komisije, o vajeništvih in pripravništvih v vseh državah članicah EU, bi bilo treba tovrstne sheme bolj prilagoditi potrebam trgov, bolje jih je treba prilagoditi potrebam podjetij in ponujati več jamstev glede kakovosti in možnosti za mlade. Na podlagi rezultatov študij namerava Evropska komisija do konca leta 2012 pripraviti dve pobudi, in sicer osnutek priporočila Sveta o jamstvih za mlade, da se mladim v štirih mesecih po zaključku šolanja zagotovi zaposlitev, izobraževanje ali usposabljanje, ter opredeliti okvir za kakovost pripravništev.
Več:

Poročilo o vajeništvih
in

Poročilo o pripravništvih
· Javno posvetovanje o izboljšanju predpisov EU
Evropska komisija do 21. septembra zbira mnenja in predloge za izboljšanje predpisov EU. Predvsem jo zanima, kako zagotoviti, da bodo novi predpisi EU bolj učinkoviti in da jih bo mogoče lažje implementirati in izvajati. Izvedeti tudi želi, kako lahko evropske institucije in države članice z boljšim sodelovanjem poskrbijo, da bo zakonodaja EU bolj učinkovita.
Več:

Predlog Evropske komisije, ki je osnova za javno posvetovanje
in

Spletna stran za sodelovanje v javnem posvetovanju
· Projekti v okviru partnerstva za aktivno in zdravo staranje
Evropska komisija je sporočila, da se je v evropsko partnerstvo za aktivno in zdravo staranje vključilo 261 projektov iz 50 regij. Vključujejo pa izboljšanje zdravstvene oskrbe, zaščito pred padci, integrirane modele za nego, ukrepe za zagotovitev neodvisnega življenja in za aktivno staranje, za starejše primerne stavbe, mesta, okolje. Izvajale jih bodo skupine iz javnega in zasebnega sektorja.
Več:

Spletna stran partnerstva
· Evropska komisija predlaga ukrepe zoper davčne goljufije
Uvedba minimalne sankcije za davčne kršitve na ravni EU, čezmejne davčne številke, listine davkoplačevalcev EU in strožji skupni ukrepi proti davčnim oazam je le nekaj predlogov Evropske komisije za izboljšanje boja proti davčnim goljufijam in utajam v EU. Ker zaradi globalizacije gospodarstva in tehnoloških napredkov izolirana nacionalna prizadevanja pri premagovanju tega problema niso dovolj, Komisija predlaga tristopenjski pristop, s katerim bi se bilo treba na ravni EU spopasti z davčnimi goljufijami in utajami z vseh mogočih vidikov.
Več:

Predlog Evropske komisije
2. KRATKE NOVICE

· Predlog ukrepa za zaščito tujih vlagateljev
Evropska komisija je predlagala pravni in finančni okvir za reševanje sporov med vlagatelji in državo kot del širše naložbene politike, ki po določbah Lizbonske pogodbe spada v pristojnost EU. Njen predlog vsebuje mehanizem, ki omogoča, da se finančna odgovornost za poravnavo sporov med vlagatelji in državo ter pravica do obrambe v takšnem sporu razporedi med EU in državami članicami glede na to, čigavo ravnanje je povzročilo pritožbo vlagatelja.
Več: 

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in 

Spletna stran o investicijah
· Delni dogovor o družbenih inovacijah
Svet EU je sprejel delni dogovor o družbenih inovacijah, ki bodo v obdobju od leta 2014 do 2020 sestavni del programov, ki se bodo financirali iz evropskega socialnega sklada. Iz tega sklada bo v prihodnje mogoče dobiti denar tudi za spodbude za mobilnost zaposlenih med državami članicami. Dokončen dogovor o njem bo mogoč, ko bo sprejet nov finančni okvir, ki bo v obdobju od leta 2014 do 2020 osnova za pripravo letnih proračunov EU.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Zaključki Sveta EU o enotnem trgu za storitve
Svet EU je v zaključkih o enotnem trgu za storitve države članice pozval, naj države članice v celoti čim prej implementirajo direktivo o storitvah, zlasti na področju samostojnih poklicev, gradbeništva, turizma in trgovine.   

Več:
Zaključki Sveta EU
· Dogovor o poenostavitvah pri dostopu do denarja iz evropskih skladov
Evropski parlament in Svet EU sta se dogovorila za nova pravila, ki bodo omogočila bolj enostaven dostop do denarja iz skladov EU. Ena od novosti je recimo, da prejemnikom ne bo več treba odpreti posebnega računa za prejem denarja ob začetku izvajanja projekta, Evropski komisiji pa ne bo treba vračati obresti. 
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Evropski parlament je zavrnil sporazum ACTA
Evropski Parlament je zavrnil mednarodni trgovinski sporazum proti ponarejanju ACTA, ki tako ne more postati del zakonodaje EU. Evropski poslanci so s tem prvič po uveljavitvi Lizbonske pogodbe uporabili možnost zavrnitve mednarodnega trgovinskega sporazuma.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
3. NOVA ZAKONODAJA

· S prvim julijem je uporaba ekološkega logotipa EU postala obvezna
Minili sta dve leti, kolikor so imeli pridelovalci in proizvajalci ekološke hrane časa za prilagoditve zahtevam za uporabo ekološkega logotipa EU. Uporaba tega logotipa je s prvim julijem letos postala obvezna na vseh predpakiranih ekoloških prehrambenih izdelkih v državah članicah EU, ki izpolnjujejo potrebne standarde.  

Več:

Spletna stran o logotipu
· Veljati je začela nova uredba za mobilno gostovanje in prenos podatkov
S prvim julijem je začela veljati nova uredba z nižjimi cenami za mobilno gostovanje (roaming) in prenos podatkov. Evropska komisija ocenjuje, da nove nižje cene poslovnežem, ki potujejo po EU, omogočajo prihranek več kot 1 000 evrov na leto. Družine, ki bodo letni dopust preživele v drugi državi EU, pa lahko računajo na prihranek najmanj 200 evrov.  
Več:

Spletna stran o mobilnem gostovanju
· Sprejeta je uredba o pogodbah o investicijah s tretjimi državami 
Svet EU je na podlagi dogovora z Evropskim parlamentom potrdil uredbo o pogodbah o investicijah s tretjimi državami, ki bo omogočila prehod s sedanjega sistema, ko te pogodbe sklepajo države članice na nov sistem, ko jih bo sklepala Evropska komisija.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
4. GOSPODARSKE NOVICE

· Vodnik za srednja in majhna podjetja o dostopu do javnih finančnih virov 
Evropska komisija je objavila vodnik z informacijami, kakšni so pogoji v posameznih državah članicah za majhna in srednja podjetja, da lahko pridobijo javne vire financiranja. Hkrati je začela tudi kampanjo za usposabljanje sodelavcev mreže Enterprise Europe Network, da bodo srednjim in majhnim podjetjem znali bolje svetovati o možnostih za dostop do finančnih virov.
Več:

Spletna stran o dostopu do finančnih virov
in

Spletna stran za srednja in majhna podjetja 

· Javno posvetovanje o uredbi o splošnih skupinskih izjemah 
Evropska komisija do 12. septembra v okviru priprave nove uredbe o skupinskih izjemah, ki jo bo objavila v letu 2013, zbira mnenja o uporabi posameznih ukrepov pomoči na podlagi shem, zajetih s skupinsko izjemo, po pravilih iz veljavne uredbe.  
Več:

Spletna stran javnega posvetovanja z vprašalnikom
· Evropska komisija opozarja na pomen ključnih tehnologij
Svetovni trg ključnih tehnologij, ki zajemajo mikro- in nanoelektroniko, napredne materiale, industrijsko biotehnologijo, fotoniko, nanotehnologije in napredne sisteme proizvodnje, se bo v obdobju od 2008 do 2015 s 646 milijard evrov povečal na več kot 1 bilijon evrov, torej za 54 odstotkov oziroma več kot 8 odstotkov BDP Evropske unije, navaja Evropska komisija. Zato je predstavila strategijo, za spodbujanje industrijske proizvodnje izdelkov, ki vsebujejo ključne tehnologije. 
Več:

Predlog strategije
in

Spletna stran o ključnih trehnologijah
· Turističnih potovanj ni manj, manj potujejo poslovneži
Evropski statistični urad Eurostat je objavil, da je število turističnih potovanj v EU med letoma 2008 in 2011 ostalo stabilno, število poslovnih potovanj pa se je zmanjšalo za 11 odstotkov. V letu 2011 so državljani EU sicer opravili 1,2 milijarde turističnih in poslovnih potovanj. 
Več:

Sporočilo Eurostata
· Nova skupina za logistiko
Delati je začela nova strokovna skupina za logistiko, ki bo svetovala Evropski komisiji o vplivu transportne politike na logistiko. Njena naloga bo predvsem najtri sinergije med obema sektorjema. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije 

· Podpisan je sporazum med EU in Grenlandijo o redkih materialih
Evropska komisija je z Grenlandijo podpisala sporazum, ki bo evropskim podjetjem omogočil izboljšanje možnosti za pridobivanje licenc za kopanje redkih materialov na Grenlandiji. Zdaj je med podjetji, ki imajo licenco za izkoriščanje redkih materialov na Grenlandiji, 58 odstotkov kanadskih in avstralskih, delež evropskih je le 15 odstotkov.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Splošni dogovor o računovodskih standardih za podjetja
Svet EU je sprejel splošni dogovor za spremembe in dopolnitve računovodskih standardov za podjetja v EU. Ta dogovor bo osnova za pogajanja z Evropskim parlamentom. Glavni namen sprememb je zmanjšanje administrativnih ovir ter izboljšanje kompatibilnosti finančnih poročil. 
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU o dogovoru
5. FINANČNE STORITVE

· Javno posvetovanje o zavarovanju izvoznih kreditov
Evropska komisija pripravlja nova pravila za državne pomoči za zavarovanje kratkoročnih izvoznih kreditov. Veljati bodo začela s prihodnjim letom in bodo v veljavi do konca leta 2018. Pred objavo Komisija prek javnega posvetovanja do 21. septembra zbira mnenja in pripombe zaintresiranih udeležencev.
Več:

Predlog Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran za sodelovanje v javnem posvetovanju
· Novi tehnični standardi za prodajo na kratko
Evropska komisija je objavila tehnične standarde,  s katerimi namerava zmanjšati tveganje pri prodaji na kratko na podlagi posebne uredbe, ki bo stopila v veljavo 1. novembra. Tehnični standardi med drugim določajo, katere informacije je treba razkriti, pravila za poravnavo in podobno. Komisija je sprejela tudi nova pravila o prepovedi tako imenovane prikrite prodaje na kratko.  
Več:

Uredba s standardi
in

Uredba o prepovedi prikrite prodaje na kratko
in 

Spletna stran z dokumenti o podaji na kratko
· Ni soglasja za uvedbo davka na finančne transakcije
Ker niso mogli najti soglasja vseh 27 članic EU za uvedbo davka na finančne transakcije, se bodo države članice, ki ga podpirajo, skušale dogovoriti, da ga bodo uvedle v okviru okrepljenega sodelovanja. To pomeni, da bodo lahko pristopile le tiste članice, ki bodo to želele, biti pa jih mora najmanj devet. Namero, da bodo to naredile, je na rednem zasedanju ministrov za finance izrazilo deset članic EU. Slovenija je načelno obljubila podporo.  

Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
6. REGIONALNA POLITIKA

· Nagrade za inovativne regionalne projekte
EU je podelila letošnje nagrade RegioStars za inovativne projekte v državah članicah. Strokovna komisija je izbrala zmagovalce v petih kategorijah, ki so: pametna rast, trajnostna rast, vključujoča rast, CityStar, informiranje in komuniciranje. V poštev so prišli vsi projetki, za katere je EU od leta 2000 zagotovila denar bodisi iz Evropskega sklada za regionalni razvoj, bodisi iz evropskega kohezijskega sklada.  
Več:
Spletna stran RegioStars
in

Brošura s predstavitvijo finalistov
· Kampanja za trajnostno mobilnost
Evropska komisija je začela kampanjo za trajnostno mobilnost v mestih v 31 državah. Namen kampanje je predstaviti prednosti kombiniranja različnih oblik transporta na lokalni, regionalni in nacionalni ravni. Udeleženci v kampanji (šole, javni sektor, nevladne organizacije…) lahko za izvajanje kampanje od Evropske komisije zaprosijo za podporo v višini do 7000 evrov. 
Več:
Sporočilo o začetku kampanje
in

Spletna stran kampanje
· Delni dogovor o kohezijski politiki po letu 2014
Svet EU je dosegel delni dogovor o kohezijski politiki za obdobje od leta 2014 do 2020, ki dopolnjuje delni dogovor dosežen 24. aprila, ki vključuje predvsem tehnične rešitve. Tokratni dogovor se med drugim nanaša na združevanje tem in na finančne instrumente. Končni dogovor o novi skupni kmetijski politiki bo mogoč, ko bo dosežen dogovor o novem finančnem okviru, ki bo osnova za pripravo letnih proračunov EU v obdobju od leta 2014 do 2020 in bo določal, koliko denarja bo na voljo za posamezne politike in programe. Poslanci odbora za zaposlovanje in socialno politiko v Evropskem parlamentu predlagajo, da bi za socialni sklad moralo biti na voljo v prihodnjem finančnem okviru vsaj 25 odstotkov sredstev iz proračuna za kohezijsko politiko.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
in

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
7. TRANSPORT IN ENERGETIKA

· Strokovna skupina predlaga postopno odprtje trga za prevoz blaga po cesti
Strokovna skupina Evropski komisiji v poročilu o razmerah na trgu cestnega prevoza blaga v EU priporoča postopno odprtje nacionalnih trgov. Meni, da bo to povečalo prožnost dejavnosti in konkurenco na nacionalnih trgih, hkrati pa zagotovilo pošteno konkurenco in ohranjanje ustreznih socialnih norm. Komisija bo te ugotovitve upoštevala v svojem poročilu o stanju cestnega prevoza blaga v EU, ki ga bo objavila leta 2013.
Več:

Poročilo strokovne skupine
in

Spletna stran Evropske komisije o prevozu blaga
· Javni razpis za projekte za zmanjšanje zastojev
Evropska komisija je na podlagi programa Marco Polo objavila razpis, prek katerega bo za projekte za zmanjšanje zastojev na cestah in ukrepe za ozelenitev transporta blaga razdelila 64,6 milijona evrov. Razpis je odprt do 21. septembra.
Več:

Spletna stran z razpisom
· EU se je z Norveško dogovorila za okrepljeno sodelovanje na področju energije
Norveška je pomembna dobaviteljica nafte in plina državam EU. Z EU se je pravkar dogovorila za okrepitev sodelovanja na energetskem področju, ki vključuje dograditev povezav za prenos električne energije z Nemčijo in Veliko Britanijo. 
Več:

Spletna stran o energetskem sodelovanju z Norveško
· Podpisan je medvladni dogovor o Transanatolskem plinovodu (TANAP)
Turčija in Azerbajdžan sta podpisala medvnaldni dogovor, ki je pravna osnova za gradnjo Transanatolskega plinovoda TANAP, ki bo omogočil transport zemeljskega plina iz Azerbajdžana prek Turčije v EU. Predvideno je, da bodo plinovod dogradili do leta 2018. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Azerbajdžan je izbral plinovod Nabucco Zahod
Konzorcij, ki v Azerbajdžanu upravlja plinsko polje Shah Deniz, je izbral projekt za dograditev plinovoda Nabucco Zahod kot prednostni plinovod za dobavo azerbajdžanskega plina porabnikom v EU. Plinovod Nabucco Zahod je tako zdaj konkurenca plinovodu Južni tok, ki jo po podobni trasi in s krakom prek Slovenije načrtuje ruski Gazprom.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Brez napredka o novem sistemu obdavčitve energentov
Ministri za finance so opravili razpravo o predlogu Evropske komisije, da bi v prihodnje energente obdavčili glede na to, koliko izpustov CO2 povzročijo in glede na vsebnost energije. Poljska ni soglašala z ugotovitvijo predsedstva, da bi bilo treba določiti minimalno stopnjo glede na CO2 in vsebnost energije.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Svet EU je sprejel dogovor o novi uredbi o tahografih
Svet EU je sprejel dogovor o novi uredbi o tahografih s katerim je rešil vprašanje glede združitve vozniškega dovoljenja s kartico za tahograf. Ta rešitev ne prevzema predloga Evropske komisije, ki je predlagala, da bi vozniška dovoljenja poklicnih voznikov opremili z mikročipom. Svet je odločil s tem počakati, predvsem pa je potrebno narediti dodatne analize.

Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Evropski parlament je sprejel direktivo o enotnem evropskem železniškem območju
Evropski parlament je sprejel direktivo o enotnem železniškem območju. Zdaj jo mora dokončno potrditi še Svet EU. Nova direktiva bo med drugim uvedla ločeno in pregledno vodenje poslovnih računov prevozniških podjetij in upravljalcev infrastrukture. Cene za uporabo vlakovnih poti bodo vsebovale bonuse/maluse za zmanjšanje hrupa in za opremljanje vlakov z evropskim signalnim sistemom (ETCS) za večjo varnost.

Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Sprejet je dogovor o direktivi o energetski učinkovitosti
Svet EU in Evropski parlament sta dosegla dogovor o direktivi o energetski učinkovitosti, na podlagi katere bo morala vsaka država članica določiti nacionalni indikativni cilj za povečanje energetske učinkovitosti. 

Več: 

Sporočilo Sveta EU 
8. EKOLOGIJA IN TRAJNOSTNI RAZVOJ

· Dostop do vode mora biti temeljna pravica
Evropski parlament je sprejel resolucijo, v kateri navaja, da bi dostop do vode moral biti temeljna pravica. Zavzel se je za transparentno določanje cen za vodo, izboljšanje ravnanja z odpadnimi vodami, bolj varčno rabo vode. Zmanjšanje porabe vode bi moralo biti prednostna naloga.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Ostrejša pravila za preglede krajev, kjer je prišlo do onesnaženja s kemikalijami
Evropski parlament je potrdil nova pravila za inšpekcijske preglede krajev, kjer je prišlo do nesreče z nevarnimi kemikalijami. Nova zakonodaja, ki so jo poimenovali po italijanskem kraju Seveso, kjer se je leta 1976 zgodila huda nesreča v kemijski tovarni, bo začela veljati leta 2015. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Razpis za zeleno prestolnico Evrope za leto 2015
Evropska komisija je objavila razpis za izbiro mesta, ki bo zelena prestolnica Evrope v letu 2015. Prijavijo se lahko vsa mesta, ki imajo več kot 200 tisoč prebivalcev oziroma največje mesto, če noeno mesto v državi nima 200 tisoč prebivalcev. Rok za oddajo kandidatur je 15. oktober. V letu 2014 bo Zelena prestolnica Evrope danska prestolnica Kopenhagen.
Več:

Spletna stran Zelena prestolnica Evrope
in

Spletna stran za prijavo na razpis
9. VARSTVO POTROŠNIKOV

· Predlog za izboljšanje varstva potrošnikov na področju finančnih storitev
Evropska komisija je predstavila zakonodajni sveženj z novimi standardi, ki naj bi omogočili boljšo zaščito potrošnikov na področju finančnih storitev. V svežnju predlaga nove, potrošnikom prijazne standarde za pridobivanje informacij o naložbah, poostritev standardov za svetovanje in nekaterih pravil o investicijskih skladih za zagotovitev varnosti potrošnikov. Sveženj sestavljajo trije zakonodajni predlogi, in sicer predlog uredbe o dokumentih s ključnimi informacijami za paketne naložbene produkte za male vlagatelje (PRIPS), revizija direktive o zavarovalnem posredovanju (IMD) in predlog za povečanje varstva tistih, ki vlagajo v investicijske sklade.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije 

· Sprejeta so nova pravila za otroško in brezglutensko hrano
Poslanci Evropskega parlamenta so potrdili pogajalsko izhodišče za oblikovanje zakonodaje, ki naj bi opredelila doslednejša in jasnejša pravila za označevanje in vsebnost mleka za otroke in za označevanje hrane za osebe s posebnimi zdravstvenimi potrebami. Njihov namen je boljša zaščita potrošnikov in več jasnosti za prehrambeno industrijo. Pravila bodo zajemala tudi preobčutljivost na gluten in določene nizkokalorične diete..
Več:
Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· EU, ZDA in Kitajska sodelujejo pri zagotavljanju varnosti izdelkov
EU, ZDA in Kitajska so se na tripartitnem srečanju zavezale, da bodo sodelovale pri zagotavljanju varnosti izdelkov. Zavezale so se predvsem k izboljšanju predpisov in kontrol v med državami, kjer so proizvodi narejeni in državami, kjer so na prodaj.  
Več:

Sporočilo o srečanju
· RAPEX
Hitri sistem obveščanja EU o nevarnih proizvodih, ki krožijo na evropskem trgu. Posodobitve za junij-julij:
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=449 
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=448   

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=447   
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=446      

10. RR IN INOVACIJE

· Javno posvetovanje o spodbudah za inovativne evropske izdelke in storitve
Do šestega septembra Evropska komisija prek javnega posvetovanja zbira mnenja in predloge, kakšne spodbude bi bilo treba uvesti za povečanje povpraševanja po inovativnih evropskih izdelkih in storitvah. Komisija pravi, da je treba poskrbeti za učinkovitejši in hitrejši prenos inovacij na trg. 

Več:

Dokument, ki je osnova za javno posvetovanje
in

Vprašalnik
in

Spletna stran o industrijskih inovacijah 
· Kampanja Znanost je zanimiva za dekleta
Da bi se več deklet odločilo za zanstvene poklice in za kariero na področju znanosti, je Evropska komisija začela kampanjo Znanost je zanimiva za dekleta. Evropska komisija je prepričana, da bo ta kampanja ženskam in dekletom pokazala, da znanost ne pomeni le starejših moških v belih haljah. Prvi del kampanje je namenjen najstnicam v srednješolskem izobraževanju z geslom »Science: it's a girl thing«. Druga faza bo namenjena spodbujanju študentk, da se odločijo za kariero znanstvenic.
Več:

Spletna stran kampanje
· Denar za raziskovalne projekte s področja zdravja, biotehnologije in nanotehnologije
Evropski parlament in Svet EU sta sprejela sklep o prerazporeditvi 485 milijonov evrov za raziskovalne projekte na področju zdravja, biotehnologije in nanotehnologije. To pomeni, da bo kmalu mogoče podpisati pogodbe.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
11. KULTURA IN IZOBRAŽEVANJE
· Tako rekoč vsi Evropejci so prepričani, da učenje jezikov koristi njihovim otrokom
Anketa Eurobarometer je pokazala, da kar 98 odstotkov vprašanih meni, da učenje jezikov koristi njihovim otrokom. Ločena raziskava o znanju jezikov pa je pokazala, da ima dobro znanje prvega tujega jezika le 42 odstotkov najstnikov. Evropska komisija na tej podlagi sklepa, da je treba še veliko narediti za izboljšanje učenja in poučevanja tujih jezikov. 

Več:

Raziskava Eurobarometra o učenju jezikov
in

Podatki za Slovenijo
in

Raziskava o znanju jezikov
· Dialog o sodelovanju na področju visokošolskega izobraževanja
Evropska  komisija je začela dialog z državami Južnega Sredozemlja o sodelovanju na področju visokošolskega izobraževanja. Komisija je v okviru programov Tempus in Erasmus Mundus že povečala sredstva za projekte v državah Južnega Sredozemlja. V okviru dialoga je med drugim predvidena izmenjava dobrih praks, vzpostaviti regionalno sodelovanje in mobilnost. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
12. KMETIJSTVO

· Slovenija mora v proračun EU vrniti 14 tisoč evrov
Evropska komisija je v okviru tako imenovanega postopka potrditve računov zahtevala vračilo 436 milijonov evrov sredstev za kmetijsko politiko EU, ki so jih države članice porabile neupravičeno. Ker je nekatere od teh zneskov od držav članic že dobila vrnjene, je finančni učinek nekoliko nižji in znaša 426 milijonov evrov. Ta sredstva morajo države članice vrniti v proračun EU zaradi nespoštovanja pravil EU ali neustreznih postopkov nadzora nad izdatki za kmetijstvo. Slovenija mora vrniti 14 tisoč evrov. 

Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Za promocijo kmetijskih pridelkov 35,9 milijona evrov
Evropska komisija je odobrila 20 programov za promocijo kmetijskih proizvodov v EU in v tretjih državah, za katere bo zagotovila 35,9 milijona evrov. Programi promocije vključujejo sveže in predelano sadje in zelenjavo, mleko in mlečne izdelke, olje, vino, meso in izdelke z zaščitnimi oznakami EU. V nobenem od programov ne sodeluje nihče iz Slovenije.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· EU vztraja da novi standardi za dodatek ractopamine niso upravičeni
Evropska unija vztraja pri stališču, da mednarodni standardi za dodatek ractopamine niso upravičeni. EU nasprotuje sprejetju maksimalnih vrednosti tega dodatka za rast prašičev in goveje živine, dokler niso odpravljeni vsi pomisleki glede varnsti. Evropska agencija za varno hrano (EFSA) je ocenila, da ni na voljo dovolj podatkov, s katerimi bi bilo mogoče zagotoviti, da je uporaba ractopamina varna za zdravje ljudi. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Mnenje državljanov EU o kakovosti živil in pomenu kmetijstva
Objavljeni so rezultati ankete Eurometer, ki je pokazala, da je kar za 96 odstotkov potrošnikov ob nakupu hrane pomembna njena kakovost. Slovenija je med članicami EU, kjer je kakovost hrane za potrošnike med najbolj pomembnimi. Cena je pomembna za 91 odstotkov vprašanih. Da je kmetijstvo pomembno za ohranitev podeželja, meni 81 odstotkov vprašanih.   
Več:

Rezultati ankete Eurobarometra
· Dogovor o novih shemah za kakovost kmetijskih pridelkov in živil
Svet EU in Evropski parlament sta dosegla dogovor o novih pravilih za sheme za zaščito kakovosti evropskih kmetijskih pridelkov in živil. To pomeni, da bo novo uredbo Evropski parlament lahko sprejel v prvem branju. Glavna novost bo, da bodo potrošniki imeli na voljo več informacij o kakovosti posameznih živil in pridelkov.

Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Svet EU je sprejel zaključke o dobrem počutju živali
Svet EU v zaključkih o predpisih o dobrem počutju živali med drugim poziva Evropsko komisijo, naj pri prihodnjih spremembah predpisov s področja transporta upošteva znanstvena dognanja glede dobrega počutja živali in tehnološki napredek. Poslanci Evropskega parlamenta pa zahtevajo boljše izvajanje že sprejetih predpisov s področja dobrega počutja živali.
Več:

Zaključki Sveta EU
in

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Zaključki Sveta EU o inovacijskem partnerstvu o produktivnosti in tajnostnosti kmetijstva
V zaključkih o inovacijskem partnerstvu o produktivnosti in trajnostnosti kmetijstva Svet EU med drugim ugotavlja, da imajo inovacije v različnih državah članicah različen pomen, da so inovacije lahko tehnološke, netehnološke, družbene, lahko temeljijo na novih ali tradicionalnih praksah in te razlike je treba upoštevati.

Več:

Zaključki Sveta EU
13. JUGOVZHODNA EVROPA IN SOSEDSKA POLITIKA

· Črna gora je začela pogajanja o vstopu v EU
Črtna gora je konec junija s prvo pristopno konferenco formalno začela pogajanja o vstopu v EU. Zdaj najprej sledi pregled usklajenosti črnogorske zakonodaje s pravnim redom EU, prva poglavja pa bo po oceni Evropske komisije predvidoma lahko odprla v prihodnjem letu.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· EU z BIH začela dialog na visoki ravni
Evropska komisija je z BIH začela dialog na visoki ravni, katerega namen je BIH pojasniti metodologijo poteka pogajanj o vstopu v EU in kaj EU pričakuje od države kandidatke.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Kosovo je dobilo kažipot za odpravo vizumov 
Evropska komisija je Kosovu izročila kažipot za odpravo vizumov, v katerem so navedeni pogoji, ki jih mora Kosovo izpolniti za odpravo vizumov. Teh je 95, med drugim se nanašajo na varovanje in nadzor meje, varnost dokumentov, migracije, boj proti korupciji in organiziranemu kriminalu.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· EU je z Moldavijo podpisala sporazum o zaščiti geografskih označb
Evropska unija je z Moldavijo podpisala sporazum, ki bo Moldaviji omogočil v EU zaščititi več kot 3200 živil, vin in žganih pijač z geografsko oznako. Sporazum vključuje tudi pomocijo kakovostnih kmetijskih pridelkov in hrane v Moldaviji in EU.   
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
14. NAJAVE DOGODKOV

· Second International Conference Management of Health Tourism - MHT
Varna, avgust 09 – 11, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· 8th World Congress on Active Ageing
Glasgow, avgust 13 - 17, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· 2nd Helsinki finance summit on investor behavior
Helsinki, avgust 13 - 14, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· Development through European funds
Rim, avgust 19 – 25, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· How to Evaluate and Monitor Communication of EU Funds
Berlin, avgust 23 - 24, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· First International Conference IT in Education, Art, Research and Business - ITERB
Larnaca, avgust 25 - 26, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· Risk Management in the Public Sector
Berlin, avgust 27 - 28, 2012 
Več informacij tukaj
· European Business Research Conference
Rim, avgust 27 - 28, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· East meets West
Nikozija, september 01 – 04, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· Europe Meets China: A Forum for Young Leaders
Berlin, september 04 – 07, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· Understanding the essentials of EU Trade Law and WTO
Bruges, september 03 – 05, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· i-KNOW 12th International Conference on Knowledge Management and Knowledge Technologies
Gradec, september 05 - 07, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· Third International Conference Tourism and business TB-2012
Kavala, september 07 -  08, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· World Intelligent Cities Summit
Istanbul, september 13 - 14, 2012 
Več informacij tukaj
· International Symposium on Heavy Vehicle Transport Technology – HVTT12
Stockholm, september 16 - 19, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· Supporting Inclusive Enterpreneurship in Europe: Creating Sustainable Employment and Promoting Equal Opportunities
Bruselj, september 18, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· 15th European congress on Biotechnology
Istanbul, september 23 - 26, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· The European Food Security Conference – Better farming for a sustainable European food supply
Bruselj, september 25, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
15. ZANIMIVE PUBLIKACIJE
· Innovating for a competitive and resource-efficient transport system
· EU Economic governance: Stronger economic rules to manage the euro and Economic and Monetary Union
· European Community acts: Equality for women and men, non-discrimination
· Eye on space: Space research


· Building the future we want


· Financial report 2011


· Management of occupational safety and health


· Code of ethics for European employers


· The political and social developments in Russia in 2012 as a consequence of its new role on the global stage


· European Green Capital: Will your city be the European green capital in 2015?


· Eco-innovation
· Refinancing the EFSF via the ECB
· Pre-empting Technical Barriers in the Single Market
· Will the PRIPs' KID live up to its promise to protect investors?
· History does not move in a straight line
· An incomplete step towards a banking union
· Eurozone as Home Country of Banks
· Labour Supply Curves for EU Member and Candidate States: An applied general equilibrium analysis
· Regulation of European Banks and Business Models: Towards a new paradigm?
· Brazilian banking sector – a view from 30,000 feet
·  High incomes and wealth: Trends in the euro area
· Euro area property prices: Germany versus the rest
· Homo biometricus: Biometric recognition systems and mobile internet services
· Focus Germany: How do you feel about the euro? Tell me, pray.

16. PRILOGE
· PRILOGA 1: An incomplete step towards a banking union
CEPS/ Brussels

At the beginning of the financial crisis, it was said that banks were “international in life, but national in death”. At the time (2008-09), large international banks had to be rescued by the government of their home country when they ran into trouble. However, in Europe today, the problem is the opposite: banks are “national in life, but European in death”.

In Spain, for example, the problem arises at the national level, where local savings banks (called ‘cajas’) financed an outsized real estate boom. As the boom turned to bust, the losses threaten to overwhelm the capacity of the Spanish state, and the problem becomes European, as it threatens the very survival of the euro.

The Spanish case is symptomatic of a larger problem: national supervisors have always a tendency to minimize problems on their own turf. In the case of large international banking groups, the instinct (and the bureaucratic self-interest) of the home country supervisors is to defend their ‘national champion’ abroad. But the resistance of national supervisors to recognize any general problem at home is even stronger. This has become apparent again in Spain where the authorities have until very recently maintained that the problems in the real estate sector were temporary. If they were to admit reality, they would have to disqualify themselves because they would then have to confess that they had overlooked for years the build-up of a huge construction boom whose bust now threatens to bankrupt the entire nation. In the case of Ireland, the situation was initially not much different: when the problems first started to surface, the finance minister glibly exclaimed that this would be “the cheapest bank rescue ever”.

Given this predictable tendency of national supervisors not to recognize problems at home, it seemed natural that the cost of cleaning up insolvent banks should also be borne at the national level. At first sight it thus made sense that even in the euro area banking supervision remained largely national, with only some loose coordination at the EU level. A European Banking Authority (EBA) was recently created, but it has only very limited powers over national supervisors whose daily work remains guided by national considerations.

But recent developments have shown that this approach, i.e. ‘national problem and hence national responsibility for cleaning up’, is not tenable. The problems might arise at the national level, but they quickly threaten the stability of the entire system. The need to rectify this situation has now finally been recognized by Europe’s leaders who decided at their last summit that the responsibility for banking supervision in the euro area should be transferred to the European Central Bank. They naturally put the ECB in charge given that the integration of the financial system is particularly strong within the euro area.

Moreover, the ECB is already de facto responsible for the stability of the euro area’s banking system. But at present it has to lend massive amounts to banks without being able to judge their solidity because all the detailed information about the health of the banks is still in the hands of national authorities who guard this information jealously and have every tendency to pretend that there is no problem until it is too late. The ECB already de facto started to assume some supervisory power in a little-noticed step when it announced that governmentguaranteed bank bonds would be accepted as collateral for new lending only if the bank draws up a funding plan indicating how it will be able to finance its operations without excessive recourse to the ECB.

Putting the ECB in charge would also help to stop the creeping disintegration process which is not publicly visible, but nevertheless very real. There are several cases of large international banking groups headquartered in countries that today are under financial stress. These groups are being torn apart by the conflicting pressures from national supervisors. Consider the case of a bank headquartered in Italy, but with an important subsidiary in Germany. The German operations naturally generate a surplus of funds (given that savings in Germany on average far exceed investment). The parent bank would of course like to use these funds to reinforce the liquidity of the group. But the German supervisory authorities consider Italy at risk and thus oppose any transfer of funds from the German subsidiary to the Italian headquarters. The supervisor of the home country (Italy) has of course the opposite interest. It would like to see the ‘internal capital’ market operate as fully as possible. Here again it makes sense to have an institution in charge that is neutral with respect to these competing interests, like the ECB.

Putting the ECB in charge of banking supervision thus solves one problem. But it creates another: Can one still hold national authorities responsible for saving banks that they no longer supervise? The report of the de Larosière group,1 which in 2009 became the basis for the creation of the EBA and the European Systemic Risk Board (ESRB), argued that the ECB should not be involved in ‘micro’ supervision mainly because banking rescue and resolution involves taxpayers’ money, which they assumed had to be national.

Economic (and political) logic thus requires that the euro area will soon need also a common bank rescue fund. Officially this is not yet fully acknowledged, except for a hint in the Euro Area summit statement of June 28-29th, which says that once a system of supervision involving the ECB has been created, it would become possible for the permanent rescue fund, the ESM, to inject capital into banks. European integration has often proceeded in this incremental fashion: an incomplete step in one area later requires further integration in related areas. This method has worked well in the past: indeed, the European Union of today is the result of such a process. But a financial crisis does not give national leaders the time they used to have to explain to their electorates why one step required another. They will have to walk much more quickly if they have any hope of saving the euro.

· PRILOGA 2: Imagine a world without Europe 
Bruegel/ Brussels

A striking feature of international discussions in recent times is how much they have focused on Europe and especially on the euro crisis. The last two G20 summits and the latest IMF meetings were largely devoted to it. Most international economic conferences recently held worldwide have discussed its fate. Furthermore, contrary to paranoid conspiracy theories en vogue here and there, the world’s attitude towards Europe has been overwhelmingly positive. Its partners genuinely hope it that it will succeed in rescuing itself and rescuing its currency – and to this end they are willing to offer support and advice, if not always money.
  

One may wonder why. The euro area accounts for only 14 percent of world GDP, as conventionally measured (in purchasing power parities terms). A two percent drop in its growth rate – roughly what is being observed as a consequence of the euro crisis – translates into a modest 0.3 percent drop in the global growth rate, which was 4 percent in 2011. Even a more catastrophic outcome – say, a 5 percent drop in euro-area GDP – would seem to be manageable. There is a paradox in saying, at one and the same time, that Europe has become marginal and yet that the future of the world economy hinges on the fate of the euro. 

Beyond numbers, the broader question is, why should the world care if Europe fails? The unification that is being attempted in a small corner of the Eurasian continent may seem of minor importance. The US, China, India, Brazil, and several others are already continent-size economies equipped with unified regulation, a single currency, and a federal budget. Whether or not the European nations succeed in building a monetary union or a federation of nation states may appear to be a relevant issue for a few smaller economies, but not for the giants of this world nor for relations between them. 

Against this background, the purpose of this note is to explore and discuss whether and why Europe matters to the world. I discuss quantities in section 1 and qualities in section 2, before concluding in section 3.  

1.   Quantities 

Why can a region whose weight in world GDP is small and whose growth perspectives are mediocre matter so much? A first answer is that now-standard measures of GDP underestimate the importance of Europe. Rather than using PPP-based GDP we should perhaps use nominal GDP, which is a better measure of a country’s weight as a market. This lifts the euro-area share to 17.5 percent of the global total. Rather than focusing on the euro area we should perhaps include the rest of the EU, Switzerland and Norway, because mayhem in the euro area would inevitably engulf neighbouring partners. This increases the weight of Europe to 25 percent. Finally, we should also take into account that output is not all that matters, because someone has to buy the products. The share of household consumption in EU GDP is 65 percent, whereas it is only 35 percent in China. In the years before the crisis, from 2001 to 2007, household consumption in the EU contributed 0.4 percent to world growth annually, against a mere 0.1 percent for China. We may have become second-rate producers, but we remain first-class consumers.        

A second answer is that Europe still matters a lot financially. According to a recent McKinsey survey, financial depth (the stock of financial claims over GDP) varies from 400-500 percent in advanced economies to 200-300 percent in China and India and 100-200 percent in Latin America and non-China Asia. For all their failings, advanced countries remain prime suppliers of financial assets. Western Europe in 2010 accounted for 30 percent of total financial stocks worldwide (roughly at par with US, whose share is 32 percent). 

Furthermore Europe is more open financially than the rest of the world, including the US. This makes its weight in the world stock of financial assets held internationally even higher: 21 percent in 2010 for the euro area and 38 percent for Europe as a whole, against 20 percent for the US and 8 percent for the BRICs (including Hong Kong). Even discounting intra-European asset holdings, Europe must be regarded as an international financial superpower. Investigations into the role played by financial centres confirm that it includes a number of significant financial hubs. In fact the comparison of international production networks and international financial networks is indicative of the gradual marginalisation of Europe in the former and its enduring centrality in the latter. 

True, Europe is on the retreat. Its disappointing economic performance in recent years is making it shrink faster than implied by the mere demographic and economic trends. Its share of global stock-market capitalisation is dwindling. Its financial woes imply a significant retreat of European banks from Asia and other places where they were playing a major role in the financing of projects and trade. Yet for the time being, it is still big enough for the rest of the world to feel threatened by its crisis. 

2.   Qualities 

In his recent book, The World America Made, Robert Kagan warns against teleological reading of history and argues forcefully that the world as we know it is not the natural outcome of irresistible progress towards democracy and openness but rather the result of a particular shaping by a particularly benevolent sort of superpower – the United States. 

Europe shaped the world of the last century rather than the current one, and it did not do it in an indisputably benevolent way, to say the least. It is nevertheless interesting to reflect on what the EU has brought to international relations since it took a turn to post-nationalism in the second half of the twentieth century and to assess on this basis what its fading might imply.       

To start with, Europe has consistently played the role of an Institute for Advanced Studies in international relations (or as a ‘laboratory’, as WTO chief Pascal Lamy likes to put it). Most modern forms of post-national economic governance have been introduced in, and experimented in, Europe before being transposed internationally. This is true of supranational legislation and economic law courts; extensive delegation of competence to international executive bodies; supranational parliamentary democracy; and mutual economic policy surveillance, including through the eventual imposition of sanctions; and of course supranational currency. Not all these attempts have been successful, but this is precisely what is of interest to the partners, who have been able to learn from EU experience.      

Second and consistent with its internal principles, the EU has over the years been a staunch advocate of rules-based multilateralism. The US may have been an early and forceful promoter of global trade liberalisation, but it behaves in this way only as long as the US political system perceives it as coherent with US national interest. When Congress sees things otherwise (as a large part of it currently does), the US generally turns to different, not necessarily protectionist but at least less multilateral, attitudes. This is not the case in the EU, at least as long as its treaty-based internal governance, that gives trade policy authority to the European Commission, remains untouched. Beyond the specifics of internal decision-making, the EU feels comfortable with rules-based multilateral governance because that is the way it runs itself internally. This stance can be found in trade as well as in many other fields such as financial regulation and climate policy.    

Third, Europe serves as a regulator and as a regulation enforcer for the world in fields where global regulation is absent or impotent. Competition policy is an interesting example, where the European Commission has repeatedly been able to block mergers between non-EU companies on the grounds that they would have created dominant positions in some market segments and would have hurt domestic consumers. Since then-EU competition commissioner Mario Monti famously blocked the GE-Honeywell merger this extraordinary power has not gone unnoticed – the EU was dubbed ‘the world’s regulator' – but it has thus far remained unchallenged. It seems to be tacitly admitted that, in protecting the European consumer, EU competition decisions may hurt foreign producers (as well as domestic ones), but also protect foreign consumers. 

This is not to say that Europe has proved effective in its dialogue with international partners. Its awkward external representation and its propensity to insist that the rest of the world adjust to its own governance failings are not only hindrances to international influence but also, and understandably, matters for irritation and irony worldwide. 

This is not to say either that Europe does not have its own interests in mind and that it only acts in the name of the global good. To pretend so would be naive and wrong. In trade and regulation it has sometimes behaved as a tough advocate of particular interests – as farmers in the rest of the world undoubtedly remember. It is not immune of selfishness. But arguably this happens less systematically than for countries where the domestic political system is in direct control of foreign economic policy. In the EU, wide diversity of preferences among the constituent states, the primacy of law and mediation through a transnational body generally combine to soften the outright expression of specific interests.  

No other country or group of countries is today in a position to contribute in a similar way to the shaping of global governance. The US largely retains policy leadership and it has undisputed intellectual firepower, but the combination of inexorably diminishing international weight and domestic political parochialism risk producing erratic behaviour. Emerging powers such as China, India and Brazil may have a vested interest in the preservation of the multilateral regime but their domestic political systems are inward-looking and they remain reluctant to allow encroachments on national sovereignty. And, as to regional groupings such as the ASEAN, they are simply too feeble at this stage to exercise influence. So it is fair to argue that Europe in recent decades has brought to the world something unique. 

3.   Conclusions          

I have argued in this note that Europe still matters more than often thought, both quantitatively and qualitatively. Looking ahead, its quantitative importance is bound to diminish further, but it could either collapse – if the euro crisis results in eventual fragmentation – or remain significant for some time – if all the travails of recent times end up producing a more integrated and resilient currency union. Qualitatively it is natural to wonder whether Europe can still be regarded as a laboratory, to argue about what remains of the international influence it once enjoyed and whether it still has the will to define itself as the proponent of the common global good. 

It is too early to answer these questions. Even if satisfactorily resolved, the euro crisis will certainly leave a long shadow and Europe may never be able to recoup the credibility and prestige it once had. By the same token, however, it is premature to write it off. What is clear is that, should its influence diminish greatly, the rest of the world would probably miss what a continent with the particular history Europe has can bring to the international table. Maybe this is a dimension partners are somehow conscious of when participating in one of the too-many meetings in which they have been forced to discuss the never-ending euro crisis.
· PRILOGA 3: Creating second career labour markets – Towards more employment opportunities for older workers
EPC/ Brussels

“Europe is at a turning point in demographic terms, so active ageing is crucially important,” said László Andor, EU commissioner for employment, social affairs and inclusion, speaking at the launch of a joint EPC-Bertelsmann Stiftung project on second-career labour markets for older workers. “This project comes at the right time, during the European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity Between Generations. It echoes the European Commission’s concerns over pension reform, and the need to raise retirement ages, keep down public spending, and improve employability and lifelong learning,” Andor told participants in the event, which was chaired by Aart de Geus of the Bertelsmann Stiftung.

“Europe is gaining two million extra over-60s per year as the baby-boomer generation retires, while the number of younger people in the labour market is falling. All this may hamper economic growth in the long term and eventually undermine the sustainability of our pension systems, even though there is little immediate effect now,” the commissioner warned. “Governments and stakeholders at all levels must act to bring about real change. We must work together in new and more effective ways,” said Andor, arguing that people must lead longer working lives and play more active roles in society in later life.

“People see active ageing as nice wrapping for increasing their retirement age and depriving them of their pensions. Only one third of Europeans think retirement ages must increase by 2030, so they’re at odds with policymakers,” he said. He called for a mix of policies that address health promotion, lifelong learning, and the need to adapt working conditions and working time to the requirements of older workers. He said it must pay to work longer, which could perhaps be achieved by introducing tax incentives. He also called on policymakers to tackle discrimination and tailor labour-market policy to the needs of older workers.

“The major challenge is restoring confidence that this Europe is working and gives people answers,” said Ursula von der Leyen, German Federal Minister for Labour and Social Affairs. “As a percentage of the global total, Europe’s population is declining fast. We Europeans have a strong incentive to stick together,” von der Leyen argued. “Jobs mean work, and work means perspective. Unemployment is rising in many member states. But in Germany it’s falling. Demographic change is very strong there,” she said. “It’s our duty to show that [reform] is possible. Remove false incentives. In Germany we used to have laws that encouraged firms to send people into early retirement and get rid of older workers,” she added.

“We increased the retirement age to 67, which wasn’t accepted by the population, but we urged firms to employ people until the age of 65 or 66, focusing on experience. It’s about changing attitudes of the population,” von der Leyen explained. “It’s the mix that counts. You need older and younger workers. Raising the percentage of older workers can boost productivity. Younger ones may run faster, but older ones know the short cuts,” she said. “Ageing societies account for 17% of global GDP. That’s large enough to be significant,” the minister declared.

“Let’s bust some myths. Older people won’t take places in the labour market from younger people. They’re not substitutes, they’re complements. Make sure people understand that. Keeping older people in work keeps them spending, which keeps younger people in work too,” said Sven Otto Littorin, a former Swedish Minister for Employment. “Older people really do want to participate. We need to get across the message that we need every hand on deck if we are to maintain current standards,” Littorin said.

“There’s a direct link between demographics and the need for care, but that’s where governments are cutting. You need to invest where you can get a return on your investment,” said Anne-Sophie Parent, secretary-general of AGE Platform Europe. “We want to ban mandatory retirement ages, because we think it should be a choice. Some people need to work. I’m in favour of transition conditions. Many older people need adequate incomes to support their parents or children facing long-term unemployment,” she argued.

· PRILOGA 4: Project Bonds. A welcome attempt at long-term innovative growth policy
Europe’s World/ Brussels

The Commission's project bond initiative is a welcomed attempt at implementing long-term growth strategy that works on multiple levels. It is not the answer to all of Europe's problems but is certainly a step in the right direction   

Newly-elected French president François Hollande has, thus far, remained steadfast in his desire to see greater fiscal reform at the EU level. Calling for more impactful growth initiatives, Hollande thrust his support behind European Investment Bank (EIB) loans, or Eurobonds, to fund large-scale infrastructure projects. 


Eurobonds, which until recently remained publically toxic and relatively taboo for European leaders to discuss, would no doubt require difficult renegotiations of the treaty reinforcing fiscal discipline in the EU; something Hollande has signaled to his European partners he is ready to fight. Whether Hollande will realize these ambitions has yet to be decided. 


What his position signals is that more debate amongst EU leaders as to the direction and manner they hope to inspire growth is yet to come. This is welcomed, if nothing more it will force leaders to debate solutions previously denied by policy rigorously guided by austerity measures. When asked about these shifts towards growth initiatives at a conference in Barcelona,  Mario Draghi responded, “There is absolutely no contradiction between a growth compact and a fiscal compact. In fact, growth is sustainable in the long run if it is based on a variety of pillars, one of which is fiscal stability.” He continued by saying growth must be put back towards the center of the agenda. Growth which, according to the EU Commission, has been on the agenda for the last two years.



Europe 2020, as is commonly known, is a revamped attempt at the failed Lisbon agenda. In its inception, Project-Bonds were briefly mentioned in Barroso’s 2010 state of the union address, along with other grand gestures towards a greater growth agenda. Greater details of a plan for this specific initiative were announced early in 2011, which was then followed by a public consultation phase where-by several dozen parties responded to the idea of the project bond initiative. This initiative is vital, not because it is the solution to Europe’s long-term fiscal problems, but because it provides Europe with actionable plans, small enough to be executed, but with the potential for greater impact down the road. 


The responses varied in their enthusiasm for the project, but generally concluded that the initiative was in need of some refocusing. It was felt that the Commission needed to ensure transparency throughout the projects—from the perspective of the public and member states, to how projects are selected, why they are selected, and the expected good such a project is expected to bring. 


The Commission, already shrouded in opaque behind the scenes deals, needs to make a serious effort to keep all interested parties—from investors to member states, to the general public—abreast on all developments, political backlash not withstanding. Furthermore, the Commission must be realistic in the numbers it projects in terms of cost, possible capital leverage, and potential net benefit. 

On the technical side, issues for investors stem from the lack of specificity by the Commission concerning the role the European Investment Bank would play. Who would be acting as controlling creditor behind the scenes? The Commission must be thorough in garnering support and understanding for the EIB to act as controlling creditor if that is indeed its intention. The EIB is hardly wanting in experience when it comes to infrastructure investing, but this conflict of interest still must be addressed. The suggestion by Freshfields, a global legal firm, where-by responsibility of controlling creditor is split between the EIB and an outside credible party, seems viable and certainly allays uncertainty for investors, especially in terms of staffing and resources. 


From here, there are still several sub-issues that must also be concentrated on. What is the resource allocation strategy in terms of the countries and sectors? The answer certainly hints at a strong negative backlash. Certain member states will no doubt be left out of the equation in the pilot-phase as only 5-10 projects will initially be selected. Leaving this selection process to the EIB certainly doesn’t allay concerns by member states, project companies, and the general public. The EIB must be thorough in its analysis and explanation as to its strategy for selection and how they see the initiative playing a role in the long-term for future investment projects. 

With any investment opportunity, there comes with it a certain amount of risk, especially large-scale infrastructure projects. The Commission however, must be commended for recognizing an opportunity to intervene on behalf of the greater good for the EU, using the current crisis as an opportunity for a ‘third industrial revolution,’ as many have come to describe the need for massive investment in new sustainable infrastructure. 


“The choice should not be austerity versus growth. The choice is unsustainable short-term stimulus that will lead to a short-lived re-launch of growth versus sustainable long-term reforms that will make a difference over time. And our choice is very clear,” argues Barosso. “It is about investing in lasting sustainable growth while immediately addressing the most urgent issues and first of all unemployment that has reached intolerable rates.”


What one hopes is that enough European leaders will begin to stand up and take ownership on the failure to act decisively, thus beginning an attempt to set the EU on a path towards innovative sustainable growth. The Europe 2020 Project Bond Initiative, if transparent and thorough in its mandate, is a good step.

· PRILOGA 5: Will Governmental Folly Now Allow for a Cyber Crisis?
Project Syndicate/ New York
When the financial crisis of 2008 hit, many shocked critics asked why markets, regulators, and financial experts failed to see it coming. Today, one might ask the same question about the global economy’s vulnerability to cyber-attack. Indeed, the parallels between financial crises and the threat of cyber meltdowns are striking. Although the greatest cyber threat comes from rogue states with the capacity to develop extremely sophisticated computer viruses, risks can also come from anarchistic hackers and terrorists, or even from computer glitches compounded by natural catastrophe.

A few security experts have voiced great alarm, including, most recently, Jonathan Evans, the head of the British Security Service (MI5). By and large, however, few leaders are willing to compromise growth in the tech sector or the Internet in any significant way in the name of a threat that is so amorphous. Instead, they prefer to establish relatively innocuous working groups and task forces. It is difficult to overstate the dependence of modern economies on large-scale computer systems. But imagine if one day a host of key communications satellites were incapacitated, or the databases of major financial systems were erased.

Experts have long identified the electricity grid as the most acute vulnerability, since any modern economy would collapse without power. True, many skeptics argue that with reasonable low-cost prophylactic measures, large scale cyber-meltdowns are highly implausible, and that doom-mongers overstate the worst-case scenarios. They say that the ability of cyber-terrorists and blackmailers to take the global economy to the brink, as in the 2007 Bruce Willis movie Die Hard 4, is utterly fictional. It is difficult to judge who is right, and there are important experts on both sides of the debate. But there do seem to be an uncomfortable number of similarities between the political economy of cyberspace regulation and of financial regulation.

First, both cyber-security and financial stability are extremely complex topics with which government regulators can hardly keep up. Industry remuneration for experts is far in excess of any public-sector salary, and the best minds are continually bid away. As a result, some argue that the only solution is reliance on self-regulation by the software industry. One hears this argument for many modern industries, from big food to big pharma to big finance.

Second, like the financial sector, the tech industry is enormously influential politically through contributions and lobbying. In the United States, all presidential candidates must make pilgrimages to Silicon Valley and other tech centers to raise money. Excessive financial-sector influence was, of course, a root cause of the 2008 meltdown and remains deeply implicated in today’s continuing eurozone mess.

Third, with slowing growth in advanced economies, information technology seems to hold the moral high ground, just as finance did until five years ago. And crude attempts by governments to enforce regulation are likely to prove ineffective in protecting against catastrophe, while all too effective in strangling growth.

In both cases – financial stability and cyber security – the risk of contagion creates a situation in which a wedge can form between private incentives and social risks. Admittedly, progress in the technology sector overall often produces huge social-welfare gains, which arguably outstrip those produced by all other sectors in recent decades. But, just as with nuclear power plants, progress can go awry in the absence of good regulation.

Finally, the greatest risks come from arrogance and ignorance, two human characteristics at the heart of most financial crises. Recent revelations about the super-viruses “Stuxnet” and “Flame” are particularly disconcerting. These viruses, apparently developed by the US and Israel to disrupt Iran’s nuclear program, embody a level of sophistication far beyond anything previously seen. Both are deeply encrypted and difficult to detect once inside a computer. The Flame virus has the capacity to take over a computer’s peripherals, record Skype conversations, take pictures through a computer’s camera, and transmit information via Bluetooth to any nearby device.

If the world’s most sophisticated governments are developing computer viruses, what guarantee is there that something won’t go awry? How can we be sure that they won’t “escape” and infect a much broader class of systems, or be adopted for other uses, or that future rogue states or terrorists won’t find a way to turn them on their creators? No economy is more vulnerable than the US, and it is arrogance to believe that US cyber superiority (to all except perhaps China) provides it with impenetrable security from attack.

Unfortunately the solution is not so simple as just building better anti-virus programs. Virus protection and virus development constitute an uneven arms race. A virus can be just a couple hundred lines of computer code, compared to hundreds of thousands of lines for anti-virus programs, which must be designed to detect wide classes of enemies.

We are told not to worry about large-scale cyber meltdowns, because none has occurred, and governments are being vigilant. Unfortunately, another lesson of the financial crisis is that most politicians are congenitally incapable of making difficult choices until risks actually materialize. Let us hope that we are lucky for a while longer.

· PRILOGA 6: Citizens Initiative risks being strangled by EU commission
EU Observer/ Brussels
The European Citizens Initiative (ECI), allowing citizens to influence EU law-making, is seen as the most significant democratic reform in Europe since the introduction of direct elections to the European Parliament in 1979. Yet for all the pre-implementation hype, the new democracy instrument has gotten off to a poor start.

Of the first six officially registered initiatives, not one has begun to collect signatures. This poor state of affairs is due to the fact that the online signature collection system offered by the Commission is not yet up and running. This costs the ECI organisers valuable time. In addition, officials at the EU’s central information services are still unable to answer the simplest questions about the ECI process. There is not enough staff. And training on the ins and outs of the ECI - which must have at least one million signatures in a minimum of seven member states - is inadequate. 

Worst of all is that the commission has refused outright to register several initiatives. The ECI – “My vote against nuclear power” – which seeks to phase out the use of nuclear energy within the EU – is one such rejected initiative. The commission argued that the current EU treaties “cannot be interpreted as giving the Commission the possibility to propose a legal act that would have the effect of modifying provisions of primary law (namely the Euratom Treaty).” 

It also argues that it is not in the commission’s power to submit a legal act of the union for the purpose of implementing the treaties. In other words, the justification for the rejection of the Anti-Nuclear ECI is that proposals contravening primary law are inadmissible. This stance has angered both the environmental and pro-democracy movements as it would substantially devalue, if not actually invalidate, the entire ECI instrument. This overly restrictive interpretation is likely to mean that many future initiatives will be judged inadmissible from the outset.

According to the EU Treaties, the commission is itself entitled to propose amendments to treaties. So it should also be possible for citizens to launch initiatives that would result in treaty amendments.  The anti-nuclear ECI was thus rejected on grounds which are difficult to reconcile with the spirit of the ECI rules. There is no reason why citizens should be denied the possibility of making suggestions about the general direction of the EU through proposals borne by an ECI. Indeed, those involved in drawing up the ECI clause during the constitutional convention in 2002-3 say it was never intended to be applied only to secondary law.

One of two things is needed now. Either European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso must speak up and give some political guidance on the matter or the European Court of Justice needs to decide on the commission’s narrow interpretation of the scope of the ECI. The ability to make proposals that could eventually lead to an amendment of the treaties is essential if the ECI is to have a real democratizing impact on the EU. 

Citizens need to feel that it is worth sharing personal data - in some cases significant amounts - to show their support for a proposal. For that to happen, it must be possible to pursue ECIs on issues that people feel strongly about and which directly affect their lives.
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