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Uvodnik

Skupaj z Institutom Jožef Stefan, sekretariatom Srednje evropske iniciative - CEI iz Trsta in tremi slovenskimi javnimi univerzami, Ljubljana, Maribor in Primorsko univerzo, je Združenje - kot sekretariat Knowledge Economy Network-a, KEN  -  so-organiziralo na IJS dne 11.aprila mednarodno delavnico z naslovom: »Evropska rast: učinkovito partnerstvo med akademsko sfero in gospodarstvom«. Delavnice se je udeležilo 43 predstavnikov obeh sfer, vključno s predstavniki Evropske komisije, Evropskega inštituta za tehnologijo in inovacije, slovaške Akademije za znanost in univerze iz Novega Sada. Na delavnici je imel zanimiv prispevek tudi predsednik kanadskega Sveta za znanost, tehnologijo in inovacije.
Udeležence je uvodoma nagovoril minister dr. Žiga Turk, ob koncu delavnice pa je bila sprejeta »Štefanova deklaracija« ter osnutek »KEN Priporočil«.

Oba dokumenta (v prilogi Biltena) med drugim poudarjata pomen neizogibnih sprememb v miselnosti, tako v akademski sferi, kot v gospodarstvu, da bi se med njima lahko vzpostavilo učinkovito sodelovanje in produktivno in obojestransko koristno partnerstvo, ki je temelj družbe in ekonomije znanja. Poudarja se tudi potreba po prilagoditvi družbenega in političnega okolja, ki omogoča in pospešuje mobilizacijo intelektualnega potenciala za ekonomijo znanja.

Minister dr. Turk je uvodoma opozoril, da se morajo nosilci političnega odločanja v kriznih časih bolj posvečati pravim vzrokom za probleme, ne pa da skušajo reševati le najbolj akutna in občutljiva vprašanja. Glede stanja v Sloveniji se je zavzel za ukrepe, ki bi na dolgi rok povečali rast, čeprav je obenem poudaril, da je v sedanjih razmerah uresničevanje strogih ukrepov varčevanja žal nujno. Prav v sodelovanju med znanstveno-raziskovalno sfero in gospodarstvom vidi dr.Turk nepogrešljivo podporo inovativnosti, ki pomembno prispeva k ekonomski rasti. Ne le država, temveč tudi razvitejši trg znanja (kamor ne sodijo le znanstvene publikacije)  bi v Sloveniji lahko prispeval k tesnejšemu povezovanju znanosti in gospodarstva.

Dr. Peter Fisch, iz Evropske komisije, je orisal tiste vidike 7. Okvirnega programa ter Obzorja 2020, ki so relevantni za sodelovanje med akademsko sfero in gospodarstvom, pri čemer je med drugim poudaril pomen uresničitve skupnega Evropskega raziskovalnega prostora. 
Predstavljeni so bili pogledi na stanje v Srednji Evropi, s poudarkom na Podonavju. Rektor novosadske univerze, prof. dr. Miroslav Vesković, je govoril o tistem delu EU strategije za Podonavsko makro-regijo,  ki je – še vedno kot koncept, ne pa kot projekt - posvečena tudi izgradnji družbe znanja in zastavljenih ciljih v zvezi s tem, pri čemer je opozoril na velike razlike v sedanji razvitosti na znanju temelječega gospodarstva v celotni Podonavski regiji, ki sega od nemških zveznih dežel, Baden Wuertenberg, Bavarska,  pa vse do Moldavije, ter se zavzel za podporo večjemu obsegu  »kroženja možganov« v tej regiji, kjer je okoli 3 milijone študentov. Med drugim se je zavzel  za oblikovanje Podonavskega sklada za raziskave in inovacije ter za okrepitev sodelovanja med univerzami v Podonavski makro-regiji.  Na podobne probleme v izgradnji družbe znanja  v Podonavju je opozoril tudi prof.dr.Lubomir Faltan, podpredsednik Slovaške akademije znanosti, ki pa je prizadevanja za razvoj na znanju temelječega gospodarstva postavil v širši okvir, rekoč da je za uspešen razvoj tako gospodarstva, kot celotne družbe potreben celovit razvoj na temelju socialnega in kulturnega kapitala. Podčrtal je tudi enega od vidikov odnosa med akademsko sfero in gospodarstvom v post-socialističnih družbah, ki so izvedle prehod na tržno gospodarstvo in privatizacijo, kar je pogosto imelo za posledico razpad nekdanjih močnih razvojnih jeder, pri čemer je njihov razvojni potencial dodatno zmanjšala pogosta selitev  razvojno-raziskovalne dejavnosti v matična podjetja  multinacionalk, obstoječi zasebni sektor pa danes nima dovolj moči in motiva za podporo znanosti in raziskavam.

K tej makroregijski evropski razsežnosti odnosa med akademsko sfero in gospodarstvom je svoje dodal tudi veleposlanik Gerhard Pfanzelter, generalni sekretar Srednjeevropske pobude (CEI) , ki je poudaril pomen delovanja različnih omrežij v okviru CEI, med njimi zlasti tim. Networking Knowledge Centres, namenjenih promociji pametne, trajnostne in vključujoče rasti v skladu s strategijo EU2020, ter tim.  Science&Technology Network , ki ima za cilj krepitev znanstvenega in tehnološkega sodelovanja na območju držav članic CEI. Generalni sekretar CEI je govoril tudi o več evropskih projektih, v katerih je na tak ali drugačen način aktivno vključena tudi CEI, ter o mreži univerz (University Network) v okviru te mednarodne organizacije, kot tudi o plodnem sodelovanju med CEI in Evropsko banko za obnovo in razvoj (EBRD).

Prof. Anders Flodström, podpredsednik Upravnega odbora Evropskega inštituta za inovacije in tehnologijo (EIT) je v svoji predstavitvi nakazal nove razsežnosti, ki jih današnji izzivi prinašajo tako akademski, kot raziskovalni sferi.  Najprej gre za potrebo novega načina razmišljanja: ne le o samih izzivih, ki so pred nami, temveč o problemih, ki smo jih ustvarili sami in jih moramo sami tudi rešiti. Na področju financiranja je zagovarjal logiko vlaganj, namesto subvencioniranja. To je pristop, po katerem deluje EIT s sedežem v Budimpešti.

Prof. dr. Howard Alper, predsednik Kanadskega sveta za znanost, tehnologijo in inovacije je v svojem nastopu predstavil kanadske izkušnje na področju krepitve rasti in konkurenčnosti na znanju temelječega gospodarstva. Te so vsekakor vredne razmisleka, čeprav, kot je tudi sam opozoril, jih ne gre slepo posnemati, temveč v konkretnih, posebnih razmerah vsake države upoštevati tisto, kar je zanjo relevantno. Prof. Alper je najprej podal svoj pogled na razloge /interese, ki jih objektivno lahko imata tako akademska sfera, kot gospodarstvo za večje sodelovanje. Zatem je navedel ovire /ozka grla v tem sodelovanju (vprašanja intelektualne lastnine, prenosa tehnologije, absorpcijske sposobnosti gospodarstva za najnovejše znanstvene dosežke in odkritja, posebni problemi malih in srednjih podjetij, idr.). Nakazal je nekaj možnih smeri za premagovanje teh ovir (zlasti na področjih graditve osebnih odnosov, razvoja kompetenc) in s področja intelektualne lastnine navedel  dvoje  dobrih praks v Severni Ameriki, ki sta pokazali, da je to vprašanje možno dokaj učinkovito reševati (Dow Chemical Co., Pennsylvania State University).

Prof.dr.Boris Cizelj, vodja Slovenskega gospodarskega in raziskovalnega združenja v Bruslju in predsednik KEN – globalne mreže za ekonomijo znanja, je poudaril, da po kombiniranju 5 rang lestvic 142 držav (izračunanih na osnovi preko 250 kazalcev) Slovenija v letih 2007-2012 še vedno ostaja na 26.mestu. To dokazuje, da imamo pomemben potencial za kvalitetni razvoj, ki ga pa moramo bolje mobilizirati.

Glede premagovanja tkzv. »kulturnega razkoraka« (culture gap) med gospodarstvom in akademsko sfero, je menil, da gre v prvi vrsti za zgodovinsko presežene poglede na obeh bregovih. Ustvariti je treba pogoje, da bo trg nagrajeval inovativna podjetja, ki bodo zato več vlagala v R&R ter angažirala tudi zunanje raziskovalce. Hkrati pa naj družba stimulira raziskovalce, da bodo več pozornosti posvečali raziskavi tematik, ki so vitalnega pomena za napredek slovenskega gospodarstva in ki bodo slednjemu omogočali večjo konkurenčnost in višjo rentabilnost, kar jim bo povratno omogočalo, da bodo več vlagala v R&R ter inovacije.

Najbolj razvita gospodarstva, kot npr. nordijske države, so to spoznale že davno in zato imajo med dvema sferama zelo produktivno partnerstvo. Skratka, čeprav ima vsaka sfera svojo logiko in zakonitosti, lahko najdejo skupni imenovalec in imajo od tega velike koristi, hkrati pa optimalno prispevajo k mednarodni konkurenčnosti svojih držav, ki so - brez izjeme - na vrhu vseh lestvic in bi se od njih lahko marsikaj naučili.

Po razpravi, ki je vprašanje sodelovanja med akademsko sfero in gospodarstvom še dodatno osvetlila z nekaterih novih vidikov, med drugim tudi glede možne povečane vloge tveganega kapitala v Evropi  za spodbuditev hitrejšega razvoja  manjših podjetij s potencialom rasti v mednarodne korporacije,  so udeleženci sprejeli Štefanovo deklaracijo, kot tudi priporočila, ki bodo predstavljena na KEN Forumu 11-12.junija v Mariboru.

Vsebino Deklaracije je na zaključku predstavil prof.dr.Jadran Lenarčič, direktor Inštituta Jožef Štefan. Dokument uvodoma opozarja na upadanje konkurenčnosti Evrope v primerjavi z globalnimi konkurenti ter na nepripravljenost gospodarskega in političnega okolja, vključno z institucijami EU, da se koreniteje lotimo sprememb, ki bodo privedle do modernega, na znanju temelječega evropskega gospodarstva. Brez ustrezne mobilizacije intelektualnega potenciala in ustrezne politične volje, je težko pričakovati izhod iz sedanje strukturne krize. Med poudarki iz dokumenta velja omeniti tezo, da Evropa dejansko potrebuje neko novo renesanso,  ki bo sprostila ustvarjalne, drzne intelektualne pobude za reševanje nakopičenih problemov, tako na ravni držav in regij, kakor tudi na ravni EU. Sodelovanje med akademsko sfero in gospodarstvom je danes nuja, brez katere si konkurenčnosti ni več mogoče predstavljati. Zato bi si morali obe sferi tudi sami bolj prizadevati, da presežeta »kulturni razkorak«, ki ju še vedno postavlja na dva bregova. 
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1. AKTUALNE NOVICE

· Nov načrt za evropsko transportno omrežje (TEN-T)
Ministri za promet so dosegli sporazum o predlogih za preoblikovanje obstoječega mozaika cest, železnic, letališč in vodnih poti v enotno evropsko prometno omrežje. Ministri so podprli predloge, da se gradnja osrednjega prometnega omrežja EU zaključi do leta 2030. Osrednje prometno omrežje, ki temelji na 10 glavnih izvedbenih prometnih koridorjih, bo vzpostavilo bistvene prometne povezave, potrebne za podporo enotnega trga in spodbujanje prihodnje gospodarske rasti. Omogoča bolj osredotočen in učinkovit izbor naložb EU v promet. Osrednje omrežje bo do leta 2050 dopolnjeno z globalnim prometnim omrežjem. To globalno omrežje bo zagotavljalo popolno pokritost EU in dostop do vseh regij, zagotavlja Evropska komisija. Obe plasti vključujeta vse zvrsti prometa: cestni, železniški in zračni promet, celinske plovne poti in pomorski promet ter intermodalne platforme. Slovenija je do zdaj imela v prioritetnem omrežju le povezavo med Koprom oziroma Trstom prek Ljubljane do meje z Madžarsko, zdaj so vključeni tudi odseki od Pragerskega do avstrijske meje, od Zidanega mosta do hrvaške meje in od Ljubljane do letališča Jožeta Pučnika. V jedrnem omrežju so poleg omenjenih odsekov še jedrna vozlišča Ljubljana, Koper ter Obrežje in Dobova (povezava EU s tretjimi državami). Letališče Jožeta Pučnika in pristanišče Koper imata po novem status jedrnega letališča oziroma pristanišča.
Več:

Načrt, ki je bil potrjen
in

Spletna stran TEN-T
· Majhna in srednja podjetja podpirajo učinkovito rabo virov in ekološko gospodarstvo
Raziskava Eurobarometra z naslovom Majhna in srednja podjetja, učinkovita raba virov in ekološki trgi je pokazala, da ima 37 odstotkov majhnih in srednjih podjetij v EU vsaj enega ekološkega delavca s polnim ali skrajšanim delovnim časom. Večinoma ta podjetja ustvarijo več ekoloških delovnih mest kot velika podjetja. Leta 2012 je 1 od 8 delavcev v malih in srednjih podjetjih zasedel ekološko delovno mesto, kar je skoraj 13 odstotkov vseh delovnih mest v majhnih in srednjih podjetjih. V večjih podjetjih je to razmerje samo 1 od 33, oziroma 3 odstotke vseh delovnih mest v teh podjetjih. Na vprašanje, ali podjetje ponuja zelene proizvode ali storitve, je v EU odgovorilo 26 odstotkov vprašanih, v Sloveniji pa 36 odstotkov. Dobra polovica majhnih in srednjih podjetij v EU meni, da so vračila davkov, nepovratna sredstva in posojila najboljši ukrepi politike za podporo naložb za učinkovito rabo energije. V Sloveniji je tako odgovorilo 62 odstotkov vprašanih. V prihodnjih dveh letih nameravajo štiri od petih majhnih in srednjih podjetij v EU izvesti ukrepe za učinkovitejšo rabo virov, eno od petih pa meni, da bi bilo lažje, če upravni in pravni postopki ne bi bili tako zapleteni ali če bi bili stroški ukrepov nižji.
Več:

Poročilo o rezultstih ankete Eurobarometra
in

Rezultati za Slovenijo
· Novo orodje za oblikovanje politik za prilagajanje podnebnim spremembam
Evropska platforma za prilagajanje podnebju (European Climate Adaptation Platform, CLIMATE-ADAPT) je interaktivno spletno orodje za prilagajanje podnebnim spremembam, ki je dostopno na medmrežju na straneh Evropske agencije za okolje (EEA) v Kobenhavnu. Ta platforma naj bi oblikovalcem politike na ravni EU ter na nacionalni, regionalni in lokalni ravni pomagala pri oblikovanju ukrepov in politik za prilagajanje podnebnim spremembam. Po mnenju Evropske komisije prilagajanje pomeni predvidevanje negativnih učinkov podnebnih sprememb in ustrezno ukrepanje, da se prepreči ali kar najbolj zmanjša škoda, ki jo takšne spremembe lahko povzročijo.
Več:

Spletna stran CLIMATE-ADAPT
· Davek na finančne transakcije bi za polovico zmanjšal plačila držav v proračun EU 
Evropska komisija je v svojem vnovičnem pozivu državam članicam in Evropskemu parlamentu, naj potrdijo davek na finančne transakcije navedla, da bi se plačila iz proračunov držav članic v proračun EU v primeru uvedbe davka na finančne transakcije zmanjšala za 50 odstotkov. Slovenija bi leta 2020 morala v proračun EU plačati 166 milijonov evrov manj, kot bo morala plačati, če davka na finančne transkacije ne bo. Ministri za finance članic EU na zasedanju Sveta EU za ekonomske in monetarne zadeve (ECOFIN) niso zbližali stališč glede uvedbe davka na finančne transakcije, ki mu najbolj odločno nasprotujeta Velika Britanija in Švedska. Odločitev o njegovi uvedbi pa morajo države članice sprejeti s soglasjem. Evropski poslanci pa so v razpravi o davku na finančne transkacije izpostavili, da bi ta davek morali uvesti na podlagi predloga Evropske komisije, ne pa na podlagi različnih alternativnih predlogov držav članic.
Več:
Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o proračunu EU
in

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Dobri rezultati strojne industrije v EU
Evropska komisija je objavila rezultate študije, v kateri predstavlja uspešne rezultate strojne industrije v EU. Ta industrija v EU ne zagotavlja le 3 milijone delovnih mest, ampak bistveno pripomore tudi k ugodni trgovinski bilanci EU. Trgovanje s stroji in strojno opremo je v letu 2010 EU zagotovilo presežek v zunanjetrgovinski menjavi v višini 119,2 milijarde evrov. Nove članice EU se bodo morale soočati z vedno večjo konkurenco iz Kitajske. Produktivnost kitajskih podjetij je primerljiva s produktivnostjo podjetij na Poljskem, Češkem in Slovaškem, stroški dela na Kitajskem pa so precej nižji. Podjetja v novih članicah se bodo morala v prihodnjih letih zato bolj kot na rast proizvodnje osredotočiti na raziskave in razvoj, dizajn in marketing svojih proizvodov. 
Več:

Študija
in

Povzetek študije
in

Spletna stran o strojni industriji v EU
· Javno posvetovanje o posodobitvi uredbe o insolventnosti
Evropska komisija je začela javno posvetovanje o posodobitvi pravil EU o insolventnosti. Veljavna Uredba o insolventnosti je nastala leta 2000 in določa postopke za uskladitev stečajev – podjetij ali posameznikov – med več državami EU. Na podlagi rezultatov posvetovanja bo Komisija skušala ugotoviti, ali in kako je treba spremeniti veljavno uredbo, da bo podpirala podjetja in krepila enotni trg EU. Komisija se bo posvetovala z velikimi in malimi podjetji, samozaposlenimi posamezniki, stečajnimi upravitelji, pravosodnimi organi, javnimi organi, upniki, stroko in najširšo javnostjo glede njihovih izkušenj s primeri insolventnosti, zlasti čezmejnimi. Na podlagi njihovih odgovorov bo Komisija skušala ugotoviti, ali in kako bi bilo treba izboljšati in posodobiti sedanji pravni okvir. Posvetovanje bo trajalo do 21. junija 2012.

Več:

Spletna stran za sodelovanje v javnem posvetovanju
in

Vprašalnik
2. KRATKE NOVICE

· Predlogi za lažji dostop do skladov EU
Evropska komisija je objavila komunikacijo s predlogi, ki bi po njeni oceni majhnim in srednjim podjetjem, mestom in regijam, študentom in raziskovalcem in drugim po letu 2014, ko bo veljal nov finančni okvir omogočili lažji dostop do denarja iz skladov EU. Komisija ob tem države članice opozarja, da bodo ti ukrepi učinkoviti le, če bodo ustrezno prilagodile in poenostavile svoja pravila na nacionalni ravni.
Več: 

Spletna stran s predlogi Evropske komisije
· Boljša socialna varnost za priseljence
Evropska komisija je objavila predlog ukrepov za izboljšanje socialne varnosti prisljencev v EU in iz EU. Pri teh ukrepih se je osredotočila predvsem na zagotovitev pravic s področja pokojninskega zavarovanja. Po njenih podatkih je v EU med zaposlenimi 4 odstotke priseljencev.   
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Evropska komisija bo preučila davčne ukrepe za čezmejne delavce
Evropska komisija bo vzela pod drobnogled davčne predpise v državah članicah in preverila, ali ti ne diskriminirajo čezmejnih delavcev. Ocenjuje, da v EU zunaj svoje države dela več kot 1,2 milijona delavcev. Bruto plače čezmejnih in sezonskih delavcev so v letu 2010 znašale 46,9 milijarde evrov. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Evropski poslanci za obvezno enotno davčno osnovo za podjetja
Odbor za ekonomske in monetarne zadeve v Evropskem parlamentu meni, da bi morali v  EU uvesti obvezno enotno davčno osnovo za podjetja. V prvi fazi naj bi bila obvezna le za podjetja, ki poslujejo v več državah članicah. Obvezna bi postala šele po petih letih, z izjemo za srednja in majhna podjetja, za katera bi odločitev o njeni uporabi ostala prostovoljna. Evropska komisija je predlagala, da bi se podjetja za uporabo takšne osnove lahko odločila prostovoljno.  

Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Lažja registracija avtomobila v drugi državi članici
Evropski državljani in podjetja vsako leto prepeljejo okoli 3,5 milijona vozil v drugo državo članico, kjer jih morajo registrirati v skladu z nacionalno zakonodajo. V povprečju traja postopek registracije pet tednov, stroški za državljane in podjetja pa so ocenjeni na 400 evrov. Evropska komisija zagotavlja, da je zato uvedla ukrepe za občutno zmanjšanje tega nepotrebnega upravnega bremena. Trdi, da bodo upravni postopki za podjetja, državljane in organe za registracijo vozil bistveno poenostavljeni, če bodo države članice v okviru Sveta EU in Evropski parlament njen predlog sprejeli.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Delovati je začela nova evropska agencija
V estonskem glavnem mestu Talinu je uradno začela delovati nova agencija EU za upravljanje obsežnih informacijskih sistemov. Agencija naj bi postala popolnoma operativna decembra 2012. Od leta 2013 bo upravljala tudi schengenski informacijski sistem druge generacije (SIS II). Poleg tega bo zadolžena za vprašanja v zvezi z varnostjo sistemov informacijske-tehnologije, opravljala bo nekatere naloge v povezavi s komunikacijsko infrastrukturo ter izvajala različne druge dejavnosti, na primer spremljanje in poročanje, statistiko in usposabljanje nacionalnih organov.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Za sadje v šolah 90 milijonov evrov
Za razdelitev sadja v šolah v šolskem letu 2012/2013 bo EU zagotovila 90 milijonov evrov. Ta denar bo Evropska komisija razdelila 24 državam članicam EU. Med njimi je tudi Slovenija.  

Več:

Spletna stran o shemi za razdelitev sadja šolam
· Konec trgovinske vojne zaradi govedine s hormoni

Evropski poslanci so potrdili ugodnosti, ki jih bo EU ponudila ZDA in Kanadi, da bi končala 20 let trajajoči trgovinski spor zaradi govejega mesa od živali, ki so rejene s hormoni. Dogovor dovoljuje EU, da ohrani prepoved uvoza tovrstnega govejega mesa, v zameno pa bo zvišala kvote za uvoz visokokakovostne govedine iz Severne Amerike.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
3. NOVA ZAKONODAJA

· Regulacija trgovanja z izvedenimi finančnimi instrumenti
Evropski parlament je potrdil zakonodajo, ki naj bi omogočila varnejše in preglednejše trgovanje z izvedenimi finančnimi instrumenti na prostem trgu. Prav ta oblika trgovanja je namreč po mnenju številnih eden od glavnih krivcev za globalno finančno krizo. Besedilo uredbe so predstavniki Parlamenta in Sveta sicer že predhodno uskladili, zato bo stopila v veljavo še letos. Uredba predvideva obvezen kliring izvedenih finančnih instrumentov, s katerimi se trguje na prostem trgu (OTC), ki se bo izvajal pri centralnih nasprotnih strankah (CCP), kar bo znižalo njihovo kreditno tveganje oziroma možnost plačilne nesposobnosti ene od strank.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
in

Besedilo, ki ga je potrdil Evropski parlament
· Z aprilom je stopila v veljavo nova evropska državljanska pobuda
Od aprila lahko državljani EU v skladu z novimi predpisi o državljanski pobudi zahtevajo spremembe evropske zakonodaje. To s svojimi podpisi od Evropske komisije lahko zahteva vsaj 1 milijon državljanov EU. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Nova pravila za sadne sokove
Svet EU je sprejel nova pravila za sadne sokove, ki pomenijo nadalnjo uskladitev s standardi v Codex Alimentarius. Nova direktiva bo začela veljati po objavi v uradnem listu, predvidoma bo to junija. Države članice jo bodo potem morale v 18 mesecih prenesti v svoj nacionalni pravni red. Nova direktiva upošteva prakse proizvajalcev, ki k sokovom ne dodajajo sladkorja.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU 
· Uredba o nalogah urada za harmonizacijo na enotnem trgu EU
Svet EU je sprejel uredbo o nalogah urada za harmonizacijo na enotnem trgu EU. Z njo je urad dobil nove naloge in pristojnosti na področju varovanja intelektualne lastnine. Urad sicer tesno sodeluje z nacionalnimi organi za varovanje intelektualne lastnine, navaja Svet EU. 
Več:

Uredba
in

Spletna stran urada
4. GOSPODARSKE NOVICE

· Vključevanje majhnih podjetij v digitalno verigo za dobave avtomobilski industriji
Evropska komisija je predstavila program Auto-gration, prek katerega se majhna podjetja lahko vključijo v digitalno verigo za dobave avtomobilski industriji. Tako tem podjetjem, ki sodelujejo z velikimi avtomobilskimi družbami, ne bo več treba imeti več informacijskih sistemov hkrati, kar jim omogoča znižanje stroškov. Prek programa Auto-gration se lahko neposredno digitalno povežejo s svojimi velikimi poslovnimi partnerji v samo dveh dneh, zagotavljajo na Evropski komisiji. Ta program je Komisija razvila v okviru pobude za pametno rabo informacijske tehnologije in vključevanje srednjih in majhnih podjetij v dobavne verige velikih podjetij eBSN.
Več:
Spletna stran programa Auto-gration
in
Spletna stran pobude eBSN
· Natečaj za evropske nagrade za spodbujanje podjetništva 2012
Evropska komisija je objavila natečaj za evropske nagrade za spodbujanje podjetništva 2012. Z njimi nagrajuje uspehe javnih organov in javno-zasebnih partnerstev pri spodbujanju podjetij in podjetništva. Eno od tematskih področij v letu 2012 bo financiranje malih in srednjih podjetij (MSP) za podjetnike, ki želijo širiti svoje poslovanje in vstopiti na nove trge. Strokovna žirija bo izbrala ukrep z največjim učinkom in ga nagradila na skupščini MSP, ki bo novembra 2012 na Cipru.
Več:

Spletna stran o nagradah
· Evropska komisija proučuje možnosti za večjo zastopanost žensk v upravnih odborih podjetij
Evropska komisija ugotavlja, da je samo vsak sedmi član upravnega odbora v vodilnih evropskih podjetjih ženska (13,7 odstotka). To je sicer rahlo izboljšanje v primerjavi z 11,8 odstotka leta 2010, vendar bi s takim tempom potrebovali več kot 40 let, da bi dosegli vsaj približno uravnoteženo zastopanost spolov (najmanj 40 odstotkov moških oziroma žensk) v upravnih odborih podjetij. Poročilo mednarodnega svetovalnega podjetja McKinsey na primer kaže, da so poslovni prihodki podjetij, v katerih sta spola uravnoteženo zastopana, za 56 odstotkov višji v primerjavi s podjetji, v katerih so zaposleni samo moški. Pri podjetju Ernst & Young so proučili 290 največjih podjetij, ki kotirajo na borzi. Ugotovili so, da so podjetja z vsaj eno žensko predstavnico v upravnem odboru ustvarjala znatno večji dobiček kot podjetja brez žensk na tej vodstveni ravni. Evropska komisija zato prek javnega posvetovanja zbira mnenja in predloge, da bi lahko oblikovala primerne ukrepe za odpravljanje trajno neuravnotežene zastopanosti spolov v upravnih odborih podjetij, ki kotirajo na borzi. V okviru tega posvetovanja želi pridobiti mnenja o morebitnem ukrepanju na ravni EU, tudi v obliki zakonodajnih ukrepov, da bi se odpravila neuravnotežena zastopanost spolov v upravnih odborih podjetij. Javno posvetovanje bo odprto do 28. maja 2012. Komisija obljublja, da bo na podlagi prejetih mnenj še letos sprejela odločitev glede morebitnega nadaljnjega ukrepanja. Tudi Evropski parlament podpira uvedbo ženskih kvot in povečanje števila žensk v upravah podjetij.
Več:

Poročilo Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o zastopanosti moških in žensk v upravnih odborih podjetij
in

Spletna stran javnega posvetovanja
in

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Vse več članic EU spodbuja podjetniško izobraževanje
Evropska komisija je objavila poročilo, v katerem navaja, da je osem držav (Danska, Estonija, Litva, Nizozemska, Švedska, Norveška, Wales in flamski del Belgije) oblikovalo posebne strategije za spodbujanje podjetniškega izobraževanja, trinajst držav (Avstrija, Bolgarija, Češka, Finska, Grčija, Madžarska, Islandija, Lihtenštajn, Poljska, Slovaška, Slovenija, Španija in Turčija) pa je podjetniško izobraževanje vključilo v nacionalne strategije za vseživljenjsko učenje, mlade ali rast. Polovica evropskih držav je sredi izobraževalnih reform, ki vključujejo okrepitev podjetniškega izobraževanja. V poročilo o podjetniškem izobraževanju v evropskih šolah (Entrepreneurship Education at School in Europe) je bilo zajetih 31 evropskih držav in 5 regij.
Več:
Poročilo
5. FINANČNE STORITVE

· Javno posvetovanje o pristojbinah za vodenje bančnega računa
Evropska komisija prek javnega posvetovanja, ki bo odprto do 12. junija, zbira predloge za določitev pravil za enotno zaračunavanje pristojbin za vodenje bančnih računov. Ugotavlja namreč, da imajo banke zdaj neprimerljive sisteme tarif in stroški, ki jih zaračunavajo imetnikom računov, so zelo različni.
Več:

Spletna stran za sodelovanje v javnem posvetovanju
· Evropska komisija predlaga ostrejši nadzor za senčno bančništvo
Evropska komisija je objavila zeleno knjigo, v kateri pojasnjuje katere ukrepe bi morali v EU v prihodnje sprejeti za ureditev področje vzporednega oziroma senčnega bančništva. V knjigi predstavlja tudi sedanjo ureditev in predpise za dejavnosti vzporednega bančnega sistema v EU. Poleg različnih skladov Evropska komisija med organizacije vzporednega bančnega sistema uvršča med drugim tudi zavarovalnice in pozavarovalnice, ki izdajajo kreditne proizvode ali jamčijo zanje. Komisija je o zeleni knjigi odprla javno posvetovanje. Predloge in mnenja o njej bo zbirala do 1. junija. Komisija jih namerava uporabiti, ko bo odločala o nadaljnjih ukrepih. V Bruslju bo 27. aprila konferenca o vzporednem bančnem sistemu.

Več:

Zelena knjiga
in

Program konference v Bruslju
in

Spletna stran o senčnem bančništvu
· Za boljšo varnost in učinkovitost poravnave vrednostnih papirjev v Evropi
Evropska komisija je predlagala evropski skupni regulativni okvir za institucije, odgovorne za poravnavo vrednostnih papirjev, imenovane centralne depotne družbe (CSD – Central Securities Depositories). Komisija je prepričana, da bo ta okvir zagotovil več varnosti in učinkovitosti pri poravnavi vrednostnih papirjev v Evropi. Namen predloga je tudi skrajšati čas, potreben za poravnavo vrednostnih papirjev, in čim bolj preprečiti napake pri poravnavi. Evropska komisija predlaga, da bi obdobje poravnave uskladili in bi znašalo največ dva dni po dnevu trgovanja za vrednostne papirje, s katerimi se trguje na delniških borzah ali drugih reguliranih trgih (zdaj znaša obdobje, potrebno za večino transakcij z vrednostnimi papirji v Evropi, dva do tri dni). Udeleženci  na trgu, ki svojih vrednostnih papirjev ne dostavijo na dogovorjeni datum poravnave, bodo, če bo predlog Komisije sprejet, kaznovani in bodo morali kupiti navedene vrednostne papirje na trgu in jih dostaviti zadevnim nasprotnim stranem. Izdajatelji in vlagatelji bodo morali voditi elektronsko evidenco za skoraj vse vrednostne papirje in jih knjižiti pri centralnih depotnih družbah, če se z njimi trguje na delniški borzah ali na drugih reguliranih trgih. Centralne depotne družbe bodo morale izpolnjevati stroge zahteve glede organizacije, načina poslovanja in skrbnosti, da se zagotovi njihova uspešnost in zaščita uporabnikov. Poleg tega bodo morali biti odobreni in nadzorovani s strani njihovih pristojnih nacionalnih organov. Odobrene centralne depotne družbe bodo dobile »potni list«, da bodo lahko zagotavljale svoje storitve v drugih državah članicah. Uporabniki bodo lahko izbirali med vsemi 30 centralnimi depotnimi družbami v Evropi. Centralne depotne družbe v EU bodo imele dostop do vseh ostalih centralnih depotnih družb ali drugih tržnih infrastruktur, na primer mest trgovanja ali osrednjih nasprotnih strani (CCPs – Central Counterparties), ne glede na to, v kateri državi imajo sedež. Predlog je zdaj v obravnavi v Evropskem parlamentu in Svetu EU.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
6. REGIONALNA POLITIKA

· Eno orodje za evropske sklade
Da bi pomagala državam članicam in regijam pri pripravi investicijskih programov za projekte, ki jih nameravajo financirati s sredstvi iz strukturnih skladov EU v programskem obdobju od leta 2014 do 2020, je Evropska komisija objavila enoten strateški okvir. Ta okvir določa enotno orodje za črpanje denarja iz kohezijskega in strukturnih skladov EU, iz evropskega sklada za razvoj podeželja in sklada za ribištvo in pomorstvo. 
Več:
Sporočilo Evropske komisije 
7. TRANSPORT IN ENERGETIKA

· Evropska sredstva za ključne infrastrukturne projekte
Evropska komisija je objavila seznam ključnih infrastrukturnih projektov iz programa TEN-T, za katere bo zagotovila 161 milijonov evrov evropskih sredstev. Razpis za razdelitev tega denarja je objavila lani. Denar bo razdelila za pomorske avtoceste na Jadranu, informacijskem sisteme za transport po rekah ter evropski sistem za upravljanje železniškega prometa.
Več:

Spletna stran s podatki o izbranih projektih
· Svet EU je sprejel stališče za pogajanja o direktivi o enotnem evropskem trgu za železnice
Svet EU je v prvem branju sprejel stališče za pogajanja z evropskim parlamentom o novi direktivi o enotnem trgu za železnico, ki bo združila tri veljavne direktive iz prvega železniškega svežnja. Ker meni, da predlog, ki ga je predložila Evropska komisija ni dovolj jasen, predlaga predvsem spremembe glede dostopa do storitev, glede financiranja železniške infrastrukture in regulatorja za nadzor železniškega trga. 
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Zmagovalci prvega Izziva pametne mobilnosti
Znani so zmagovalci prvega natečaja Izziv pametne mobilnosti za evropske načrtovalnike večmodalnih potovanj. V kategoriji Funkcionalni načrtovalniki potovanj sta zmagala projekta Idos in Trenitalia, v kategoriji Inovativne zamisli pa podjetji Penelope Ventures GmbH in SNCF. S to pobudo je Evropska komisija želela pospešiti razvoj načrtovalnikov potovanj za celostne storitve, ki delujejo mednarodno in ponujajo možnosti za načrtovanje potovanja z različnimi prevoznimi sredstvi.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Nov pregled strateških energetskih tehnologij
Objavljen je nov pregled strateških energetskih tehnologij, v katerem je objavljena analiza 15 nizkoogljičnih energetskih tehnologij, tehnologij za povečanje energetske učinkovitosti v industriji in stavbah, pa tudi za shranjevanje energije v elektroenergetskih podjetjih. V primerjavi s pregledom iz leta 2009 Evropska komisija izpostavlja tehnologije za izrabo energije vetra in sonca. Hidroenergija pa še naprej na svetovni ravni ostaja najpomembnejši obnovljivi vir energije.
Več:

Spletna stran s pregledom strateških energetskih tehnologij
8. EKOLOGIJA IN TRAJNOSTNI RAZVOJ

· Javno posvetovanje o prednostnih ciljih na področju okolja
Evropska komisija je začela javno posvetovanje, s katerim želi pridobiti mnenja o 7. okoljskem akcijskem programu EU (7. EAP), v katerem bodo opredeljeni prednostni cilji, ki si jih bo prizadevala uresničiti do leta 2020. Posvetovanje bo potekalo do 1. junija. Program 7. EAP naj bi zagotovil splošen, celovit okvir za strateške pobude, določil prednostne cilje in jasno prikazal, kako lahko okoljska politika prispeva k zeleni rasti ter boljšemu zdravju in počutju. Preko njega bi se morali vsi vpleteni – institucije EU, države članice, regionalne in lokalne oblasti, podjetja in zainteresirane strani v zasebnem sektorju, NVO in civilna družba – zavezati k skupnim ciljem, meni Evropska komisija.
Več:

Spletna stran javnega posvetovanja
in

Dokument s predlogi za javno posvetovanje
in

Spletna stran EAP
· Zahteve po odločnejšemu ukrepanju na področju vode
Raziskava Eurobarometra kaže, da skoraj tri četrtine Evropejcev meni, da bi morala EU predlagati dodatne ukrepe za odpravo težav v zvezi z vodo v Evropi. Velika večina vprašanih (68 odstotkov) meni, da so težave, povezane z vodo, resne. Suše, poplave in onesnaženje s kemikalijami so po mnenju Evropejcev velik izziv. Državljani so tudi naklonjeni višjim kaznim za onesnaževalce, pravičnejši cenovni politiki ali finančnim spodbudam (davčne olajšave ali subvencije). Več ukrepov na ravni EU za zmanjšanje težav z vodo predlaga 73 odstotkov vprašanih.
Več:

Rezultati ankete Eurobarometra
· Neustrezno izvajanje zakonodaje na področju okolja naj bi gospodarstvo EU vsako leto stalo okoli 50 milijard evrov
Evropska komisija navaja, da naj bi neustrezno izvajanje zakonodaje na področju okolja gospodarstvo EU vsako leto stalo okoli 50 milijard evrov. To so stroški za zdravstvo in neposredni stroški, ki so povezani z okoljem. Za znižanje tega zneska in zagotovitev prijaznejšega okolja za posameznike in podjetja je Komisija objavila sporočilo o boljšem izvajanju zakonodaje EU na področju okolja. Komisija pojasnjuje, da so v poročilu navedene koristi okoljske zakonodaje in predlogi, kako lahko s preprečevanjem škode za okolje prihranimo precej več kot z dolgoročno sanacijo. Okoljska zakonodaja lahko poleg tega koristi tudi podjetjem: če bi recimo zakonodajo EU o odpadkih izvajali v celoti, bi to pomenilo dodatnih 400 000 delovnih mest, kar bi v neto številkah znašalo 72 milijard evrov stroškov manj kot v primeru alternativnega scenarija, če se zakonodaja ne bi izvajala.
Več:

Poročilo Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o izvajanju okoljskih predpisov
· Bologna zmagovalka evropskega tedna mobilnosti 2011
Italijansko mesto Bologna je zmagovalec evropskega tedna mobilnosti 2011. Neodvisna skupina strokovnjakov za mobilnost je ocenila, da je Bologna med evropskim tednom mobilnosti 2011 največ storila za promocijo okolju prijaznih prevoznih sredstev, ki predstavljajo alternativo avtomobilu, in vključitev prebivalcev v dejavnosti, ki podpirajo trajnostno mobilnost v mestih. Za Bologno sta se uvrstili ciprsko mesto Larnaka in hrvaška prestolnica Zagreb.
Več:

Spletna stran evropskega tedna mobilnosti
· Smernice za omejitev pozidave tal
Pozidava tal z neprepustnimi materiali je eden glavnih vzrokov degradacije tal v EU. Pogosto vpliva na rodovitna kmetijska zemljišča, ogroža biotsko raznovrstnost, povečuje tveganje poplav in pomanjkanja vode ter prispeva h globalnemu segrevanju. Evropska komisija je zato objavila nove smernice o najboljši praksi za omejevanje, zmanjševanje in nadomestitev pozidave tal. Na to temo Komisija v Bruslju maja organizira konferenco.

Več:

Smernice
in

Spletna stran o konferenci
in

Spletna stran o pozidavi tal
· Ljubljane ni v ožjem izboru za nagrado za zeleno prestolnico Evrope 2014
Med 18 mesti, ena od kandidatk je bila tudi Ljubljana, so se Bristol, København in Frankfurt uvrstili v ožji izbor za nagrado za zeleno prestolnico Evrope 2014. Neodvisen odbor strokovnjakov je kandidate ocenil na 12 različnih področjih, ki so lokalno prispevanje h globalnim podnebnim spremembam, lokalni prevoz, zelena mestna območja, kjer se vzdržuje trajnostna raba zemljišč, narava in biotska raznovrstnost, kakovost lokalnega zraka, obremenjevanje s hrupom, proizvodnja odpadkov in ravnanje z njimi, poraba vode, obdelava odpadne vode, ekoinovacije in trajnostno zaposlovanje, ravnanje lokalne oblasti z okoljem in energetska učinkovitost.

Več:
Spletna stran zelene prestolnice
9. VARSTVO POTROŠNIKOV

· EU ustanavlja center za boj proti kibernetski kriminaliteti in zaščito e‑potrošnikov
Evropska komisija je predlagala, da se ustanovi evropski center za kibernetski kriminal, ki bo evropske državljane in podjetja pomagal ščititi pred vedno večjimi kibernetskimi grožnjami. Center bo ustanovljen v okviru Evropskega policijskega urada Europol v Haagu na Nizozemskem. Bo osrednja točka za boj proti kibernetski kriminaliteti v Evropi, osredotočal pa se bo na nezakonite spletne dejavnosti organiziranih kriminalnih združb, zlasti tiste, ki ustvarjajo velike dobičke, na primer spletne prevare s kreditnimi karticami in podatki o bančnih računih. Strokovnjaki iz EU si bodo tudi prizadevali preprečevati kazniva dejanja na področju e‑bančništva in spletnih rezervacij ter tako povečati zaupanje e‑potrošnikov. Evropski center za kibernetsko kriminaliteto bo osredotočen tudi na zaščito profilov na socialnih omrežjih in boj proti kraji identitete prek spleta. Boril se bo tudi proti kibernetski kriminaliteti, ki povzroča hudo škodo žrtvam, na primer spolnemu izkoriščanju otrok prek spleta, ter proti kibernetskim napadom na pomembno infrastrukturo in informacijske sisteme Unije, pojasnjuje Evropska komisija.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije 

· Javno posvetovanje o Internetu stvari
Internet stvari bo v prihodnosti predmetom za vsakdanjo rabo, kot so telefoni, avtomobili, gospodinjski aparati, oblačila in celo hrana, s pametnimi čipi omogočal brezžično povezavo z omrežjem ter zbiranje in izmenjavo podatkov. Povprečen človek ima danes vsaj dve napravi povezani z omrežjem, do leta 2015 pa bo to število naraslo na sedem, kar bo na svetovni ravni pomenilo 25 milijard brezžično povezanih naprav. Do leta 2020 bi se to število lahko podvojilo na 50 milijard. To pomeni, da bo morda v prihodnosti povezanih veliko vsakdanjih stvari. Evropsko komisijo zato zanima, kakšen zakonodajni okvir bi bil potreben, da bi se izkoristile potencialne gospodarske in družbene koristi interneta stvari, hkrati pa bi se zagotovila ustrezna stopnja nadzora nad napravami, ki zbirajo, obdelujejo in shranjujejo podatke, kakršni so na primer tudi vedenjski vzorci, lokacija in prednostne izbire uporabnikov. Komisija se je odločila, da bo z javnim posvetovanjem pridobila mnenja o zasebnosti, zaščiti, varnosti ključne infrastrukture, ki jo podpira internet stvari, etiki, medopravilnosti, upravljanju in standardih. Izid posvetovanja bo vključila v priporočilo o internetu stvari, ki ga bo predložila do poletja 2013. Posvetovanje bo trajalo do 12. julija letos.

Več:

Spletna stran za sodelovanje v javnem posvetovanju 

· Poslanci menijo, da bi morali potrošniki imeti več besede pri določanju standardov EU
Poslanci odbora za notranji trg in varstvo potrošnikov v Evropskem parlamentu menijo, da bi morali imeti potrošniki in majhna podjetja več besede pri določanju standardov v EU, zlasti ko gre za varnost blaga, varovanje okolja, vključevanje v družbo in inovacije. Na področju socialnih storitev in javnega zdravja morajo države članice ohraniti pristojnost, da oblikujejo svoje nacionalne standarde. Predlog uredbe je zdaj pripravljen za začetek pogajanj s Svetom EU, ki med institucijami EU predstavlja države članice.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Poslanci podpirajo jasne in izvršljive pravice za letalske potnike
Letalske družbe morajo potnikom, ki obtičijo na letališčih zaradi zamud ali odpovedi letov, zagotoviti jasne informacije in jim nemudoma pomagati, piše v resoluciji, ki jo je sprejel Evropski parlament. Evropsko komisijo pa poslanci pozivajo, naj pripravi bolj obvezujoča pravila glede pomoči in odškodnin ob odpovedih letov, zamudah ali za prepozno dostavljeno prtljago. Komisija bi morala poskrbeti tudi za uskladitev pravil glede ročne prtljage in preprečiti nepoštene poslovne prakse, kot so nejasne cene, obvezna doplačila pri spletnih rezervacijah, enostranske spremembe poletov in diskriminacija potnikov glede na njihovo državo porekla. Na vozovnicah bi letalske družbe morale navesti tudi informacije o vplivu na okolje in energetski učinkovitosti potovanja. Potniki bi tudi morali imeti pravico, da brez dodatnih stroškov odstopijo od nakupa letalske karte v roku dveh ur po rezervaciji in tudi imeti dostop do svoje evidence podatkov o potnikih (PNR) ter vedeti, kako se njihovi podatki uporabljajo in kdo vse ima dostop do njih.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· RAPEX
Hitri sistem obveščanja EU o nevarnih proizvodih, ki krožijo na evropskem trgu. Posodobitve za marec-april:
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=431
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=430    

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=429
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=428
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=427   

10. RR IN INOVACIJE

· Evromediteransko sodelovanje na področju raziskav in inovacij
Evropska unija in sredozemska regija se soočata z enakimi problemi glede zagotavljanja varne oskrbe s hrano, reševanja problema podnebnih sprememb in onesnaževanja morja, kar je mogoče reševati le na mednarodni ravni, razlaga Evropska komisija. Rešitve vidi v sodelovanju na področju raziskav in inovacij prek partnerstva. To sodelovanje je vzpostavljeno prek dvostranskih sporazumov in se bo lahko nadaljevalo tudi v obodbju veljavnosati novega finančnega okvira in programa za znanost, raziskave in inovacije Obzorje 2020 v obodbju od leta 2014 do 2020. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Evropski poslanci za večji proračun za program Obzorje 2020
Odbor za industrijo, raziskave in energijo (ITRE) v Evropskem parlamentu je v razpravi o šestih zakonodajnih predlogih za izvajanje programa Obzorje 2020 izpostavil predvsem vlogo raziskav pri zagotavljanju konkurenčnosti gospodarstva v EU, zmanjševanje proračuna za posamezne programe in možnostih za uporabo denarja iz skladov za regionalni razvoj za raziskave. Politične skupine se strinjajo, da bi bilo treba povečati predlog proračuna za program Obzorje 2020, ker sta raziskave in inovacije prvič v skupnem programu. Menijo tudi, da je treba poenostaviti postopke in pravila za sodelovanje v teh programih.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
11. KULTURA IN IZOBRAŽEVANJE

· eTwinning – objavljeni so šolski projekti leta
V programu Evropske komisije eTwinning, ki obstaja že osmo leto, sodeluje več kot 155 000 učiteljev v 31 državah, ki uporabljajo informacijske in komunikacijske tehnologije (IKT) za vzpostavitev čezmejnih izobraževalnih projektov. V Berlinu se je med 29. in 31. marcem srečalo 500 učiteljev, ki so izmenjali ideje o prihodnjih pobudah eTwinning in predstavili najboljše projekte eTwinning leta. Pri teh sodelujejo šole iz Italije, Velike Britanije, Poljske, Francije, Turčije, Španije, Nizozemske, Češke, Grčije, Romunije, Portugalske in Slovenije. Med več kot 300 predlogi je bilo izbranih šest zmagovalnih, ki so razdeljeni v tri starostne skupine: od 4 do 11 let, 12 do 15 let in 16 do 19 let. Vsak projekt je primer inovativne prakse, pri kateri sta sodelovali najmanj dve šoli iz različnih držav. Projekt Reporting without borders je na primer povezal dijake francoske gimnazije Lycée Marguerite Yourcenar, romunske šole Grupul Scolar Dr Mihai Ciuca in poljske šole Zespół Szkół nr 1 iz Pszczyna pri skupnem pisanju spletne revije.

Več:

Spletna stran konference v Berlinu
in

Zmagovalni projekti
in

Spletna stran e-Twinning
· Kreativni natečaj za generacijo '92
Evropska komisija je razpisala kreativni natečaj, s katerim vabi vse Evropejce, stare 20 let, naj izrazijo svoje poglede na enotni trg EU. Natečaj z naslovom Generacija 1992 obeležuje 20. obletnico oblikovanja enotnega trga, ki omogoča svobodno gibanje blaga, kapitala, ljudi in storitev v 27 državah članicah EU. Mladi Evropejci, rojeni leta 1992, lahko od 11. aprila do 9. septembra 2012 pošljejo svoje ustvarjalne prispevke na temo enotnega trga EU v obliki eseja, video posnetka, fotografije, stripa ali aplikacije za pametni telefon. Sodelujejo lahko v eni od štirih tematskih kategorij: izobraževanje in državljanstvo, zaposlovanje in podjetništvo, kultura in prosti čas ter potrošniki in okolje. Vsak udeleženec lahko prijavi največ dva prispevka, ki morata biti v dveh različnih ustvarjalnih oblikah, prispevke pa lahko prijavijo tudi skupine ljudi. 20 izbranih finalistov bo povabljenih na slavnostno podelitev nagrad v okviru tedna Enotnega evropskega trga v Bruslju oktobra 2012, prejeli pa bodo tudi praktične nagrade. Pet zmagovalcev, po eden za vsako ustvarjalno obliko, bo imelo tudi priložnost sprejeti 4-tedensko delovno prakso v evropskih institucijah.
Več:

Spletna stran za sodelovanje v natečaju 

· Objavljeni so letošnji dobitniki nagrade Europa Nostra
Evropska komisija je objavila dobitnike letošnje nagrade za ohranjanje kulturne dediščine Europa Nostra. Nagrajence, ki jih je 28, so izbrali iz 266 predlogov, ki so jih dobili iz 31 držav. Nagrajenci so razdeljeni v dve skupini. V prvi so tisti, ki so bili izbrani na področju ohranjanja in raziskovanja kulturne dediščine, v drugi pa tisti, ki bodo dobili nagrado za izobraževanje in opozarjanja na pomen kulturne dediščine. 
Več:

Spletna stran Europa Nostra s predstavitvami nagrajencev
12. KMETIJSTVO

· Javna obravnava o okoljskem nadzoru nad gensko spremenjenimi rastlinami
V Bruslju je bila v organizaciji Evropske komisije javna obravnava o okoljskem nadzoru nad gensko spremenjenimi rastlinami. Njen namen je bil ugotoviti, kako zagotoviti čim bolj učinkovit nadzor in kako izboljšati sedanji sistem nadzora. Udeležili so se je predstavniki evropskih institucij, industrije, kmetijskega sektorja in nevladnih organizacij.
Več:

Program s predstavitvami
in

Spletna stran o javni obravnavi
· Predlogi za promocijo kmetijskih proizvodov
Po lanski objavi zelene knjige je Evropska komisija zdaj objavila dodatne predloge za promocijo kmetijskih proizvodov v skladu s predlogi reforme skupne kmetijske politike EU. Politika promocije in informiranja o kmetijskih proizvodih v EU bi po njeni oceni morala biti osredotočena na štiri točke. Te so realna evropska dodana vrednost, bolj atraktivni programi, enostavnejše in učinkovitejše upravljanje in nove sinergije med različnimi promocijskimi instrumenti. O predlaganih ukrepih Komisija zdaj sprejema mnenja in stališča, do konca leta pa obljublja pripravo in objavo zakonodajnega akta.
Več:
Sporočilo Evropske komisije

· Evropska komisija predlaga izboljšanje skupnih pravil za obračunavanje izpustov toplogrednih plinov v kmetijstvu in gozdarstvu
Evropska komisija je pri sprejemanju novega predloga o obračunavanju izpustov toplogrednih plinov naredila prvi korak k vključitvi odvzemov in izpustov iz gozdov in kmetijstva v podnebno politiko EU. Predlagani sklep določa pravila za obračunavanje izpustov toplogrednih plinov in odvzemov v gozdarskem in kmetijskem sektorju, zadnjih pomembnih sektorjev brez skupnih pravil za celotno EU. Gozdovi in kmetijska zemljišča, ki pokrivajo več kot tri četrtine ozemlja EU in naravno shranjujejo velike zaloge ogljika, preprečujejo njegov izpust v ozračje, zaradi česar so pomembni za podnebno politiko. Povečanje zmogljivosti za zajetje ogljika za le 10 odstotnih točk (na primer z izboljšanim gospodarjenjem z gozdovi ali travniki), bi iz ozračja odstranilo letne izpuste 10 milijonov avtomobilov, navaja Evropska komisija. Predlagani sklep o usklajenih pravilih za obračunavanje izpustov toplogrednih plinov in odvzema v gozdovih in tleh je poslala v obravnavo in sprejem Evropskemu parlamentu in Svetu EU, ki med evropskimi institucijami predstavlja države članice, po rednem zakonodajnem postopku.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Poročilo o ostankih hormonov in antibiotikov v živalih
Evropska komisija je objavila poročilo, v katerem navaja, da so se ostanki hormonov in antibiotikov v živalih stabilizirali. V vzorcih, ki so bili vzeti leta 2010, samo 0,33 odstotka ni ustrezalo standardom EU. 
Več:

Poročilo Evropske komisije
· Razpis za evaluacijo biološkega kmetovanja
Evropska komisija je objavila razpis za izvedence, ki bodo izvedli evaluacijo zakonskega okvira za biološko kmetovanje. Prijave bo sprejemala do 4. junija. Naloga izbranih izvedencev bo preučiti, ali veljavni zakonski okvir ustreza potrebam za organsko kmetovanje. 
Več:

Spletna stran z razpisom
13. JUGOVZHODNA EVROPA IN SOSEDSKA POLITIKA

· Evropski poslanci o napredku Makedonije in Bosne in Hercegovine 
Evropski poslanci pozivajo države članice EU, naj Makedoniji določijo datum za začetek pogajanj o vstopu v EU, hkrati pa izražajo skrb glede napredka Bosne in Hercegovine pri približevanju EU. Evropski parlament želi, da Makedonija, ki je kandidatka že od leta 2005, končno dobi datum za začetek pristopnih pogajanj. Za BIH pa poudarja, da je njena prihodnost v Evropski uniji, a možnosti za to ima zgolj kot enotna in suverena država, ki bo izpolnila vse zahtevane pogoje.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Evropski poslanci pozdravljajo napredek Srbije, Kosova in Črne gore na poti k EU
Evropski parlament se zavzema za čimprejšnji začetek pristopnih pogajanj s Srbijo, pozdravlja napovedani junijski začetek pogajanj s Črno goro in poziva pet preostalih članic EU, ki tega še niso storile, naj priznajo neodvisnost Kosova. Parlament meni, da bi se pristopna pogajanja z Beogradom morala začeti čim prej, vendar pod pogojem, da država nadaljuje reforme, predvsem glede zagotavljanja demokracije, delovanja demokratičnih institucij in podpore načelom pravne države. Glede Kosova Evropski parlament od Evropske komisije pričakuje predstavitev načrta za liberalizacijo vizumskega režima še to pomlad in podpira namero, da bi se do jeseni izdelala tudi študija o izvedljivosti stabilizacijsko-pridružitvenega sporazuma. Črna gora je po oceni Evropskega parlamenta dosegla pomemben napredek na poti v evropske integracije, a v resoluciji poudarja tudi nujnost prizadevanj v boju proti korupciji in organiziranemu kriminalu, kar bo še naprej bistvenega pomena za celoten pristopni proces Črne gore.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Odnosom med EU in Turčijo je treba dati nov zagon
V resoluciji o napredku Turčije v pogajanjih o vstopu v EU Evropski parlament navaja, da je treba odnosom med EU in Turčijo dati nov zagon. Turške oblasti poziva, naj pospešijo reformo pravosodja in zaščitijo državljanske svoboščine, hkrati pa izraža skrb glede medijske zakonodaje in sodnih procesov proti novinarjem. Evropski parlament poudarja, da se bodo pogajanja s Turčijo pri poglavju o pravosodju in temeljnih svoboščinah lahko začela šele z reformo, ki bo vpeljala sodobno, neodvisno in nepristransko sodstvo. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
14. NAJAVE DOGODKOV
· Seminar on Nutrition and Health Claims

Brussels, april 25, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· GMES: New opportunities for Eastern Europe
Bukarešta, maj 03 – 04 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· 7th International Conference on Urban Regeneration and Sustainability
Ancona, maj 07 - 09, 2012 

Več informacij tukaj
· 'eFreight conference 2012: creating solutions for the e-Freight areas of information exchange for sustainable and secure multimodal freight transport'

Delft, maj 09, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· New Skills Event

Kopenhagen, maj 09 – 011, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Forum: regions and cities for integrated territorial development

Bruselj, maj 10, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Resilience Cities 2012, 3rd Global Forum on Urban Resilience and Adaptation
Bonn, maj 12 - 15, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· World Congress on Water, Climate & Energy 2012
Dublin, maj 13 -  18, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· REAL CORP 2012 - 17th International Conference on Urban Planning, Regional Development and Information Society
Dunaj, maj 14 – 16 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Out of the Box Conference 2012: Innovative Ways to Improve the Culture of Living
Maribor, maj 15 - 17, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· 'FP7 connections 2012 matchmaking conference'

Bratislava, maj 16, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· 12th World Congress on Environmental Health: New Technologies, Healthy Human Being and Environment
Vilna, maj 21 – 27
Več informacij tukaj
· International Symposium on Entrepreneurship and Innovation

Benetke, maj 24 – 25, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· New Wave 4: Students´ Geographical Workshop
Praga, maj 25 – 26, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· International Conference on Green Technology & 
Ecosystems for Global Sustainable Development 2012
Tuzla, maj 28 - 30, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· Sustainability & Heritage:How Can the Past Contribute to a Sustainable Future?
Kirkwall, maj 29 - 30, 2012 

Več informacij tukaj
· XX International Scientific and Professional Meeting Ecological Truth Eco-Ist'12

Zaječar, maj 30 – junij 02, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· EUROGEO 2012: Geography and Global Understanding: Connecting the Sciences
Dublin, junij 01 - 03, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Innovative solutions for sustainable development of textiles and leather industry
Oradea, junij 01 - 02, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· 50th ECSA Conference: Today's science for tomorrow's Management
Benetke, junij 03 – 07, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· SYMORG 2012 - XIII International Symposium on INNOVATIVE MANAGEMENT AND BUSINESS PERFORMANCE
Zlatibor, junij 05 – 09, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· The Future of Education
Firence, junij 07 – 08, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
15. ZANIMIVE PUBLIKACIJE
· Guide to the European citizens’ initiative
· Promoting ethnic entrepreneurship in European cities
· Debt structure of German federal states: Capital market debt gaining importance


· Editorial partnership: Key publications of the European Union : catalogue 2011-2012


· Mortality risk valuation in environment, health and transport policies


· The global race for excellence and skilled labour: A status report
· Demographic Epidemiologic Projections of Long-Term Care Needs in Selected European Countries: Germany, Spain, the Netherlands and Poland


· Volunteering by older people in the EU


· When can you start? A practical guide to recruiting in Europe
· Credit reporting: Towards better access to credit and protection for consumers


· Delivering the message: Programmes, initiatives and opportunities to reach drivers and SMEs in the road transport sector
· State of the art electricity storage systems: Indispensable elements of the energy revolution


· Current water resources in Europe and Africa: Matching water supply and water demand
· Shallow vs. Deep Integration in the Southern Mediterranean: Scenarios for the region up to 2030


· Key data on education in Europe 2012


· Macroeconomic policies and agent heterogeneity
· The European Union budget 2014-2020: More boldness needed


· Essays on stability of the classical gold standard: Money supply, international capital mobility and symmetry of business cycles
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16. PRILOGE
· PRILOGA 1: How high the firewall? Potential financing needs for the periphery
CEPS/ Brussels

The informal Eurogroup meeting in Copenhagen on March 30th was the focus of intense attention, with observers eager to learn the size of the increase in the combined lending power of the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) and the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF), that should represent the firewall against economic contagion from heavily indebted countries like Greece to other eurozone members. Regardless of the headline figures discussed and eventually agreed upon, and beyond the doubts raised by the ‘fuzzy maths’ of the assembled finance ministers, the key question is whether the

amounts will be sufficient to cater for all the possible economic scenarios.

In particular, the height of the firewall should have been determined with a view to securing all eurozone peripheral countries. To check if the commitments are in line with that ambitious objective, one should start by estimating the total potential financing needs under a worst case scenario. According to IMF estimates, the total financing needs of Greece, Ireland and Portugal (GIP) amount to over €500 billion. Of this, about 80% is expected to be covered by the existing financial assistance programmes.

Indeed the financial support promised to these three countries amounts to €390 billion. As of March 2012, a total of €155 billion, i.e. about 40% of the total amount, has already been disbursed by the various mechanisms (bilateral EU loans, EFSF, EFSM and IMF assistance). This means that once the ESM takes over and consolidates the existing commitments of the EFSF (as originally planned), out of its €500 billion lending capacity, only a ‘safety buffer’ of about €300 billion, still uncommitted, would be left. 

A firewall of this size is likely to be insufficient for two main reasons. First of all, the financial assistance plans assume that the countries are to cover part of the financing needs by returning to the market before the end of the programme. The GIP are assumed to be able to gather over €120 billion

of private funds before 2016. This assumption may turn out to be too optimistic. Secondly, the experience of Greece has shown that programmes tend to become insufficient over time. Both these factors could quickly erode the margin left of the ESM. If a second programme were to be needed in Ireland and Portugal, this could lead to an additional financing need of easily over €100 billion, given that the second Greek programme was larger than the first one, and could make it impossible to find private investors willing to buy bonds issued by governments still under financial assistance.

All in all, one can thus conclude that an ESM of €500 billion would barely be able to cope with Greece,

Ireland and Portugal should the programmes not work out as planned and should the markets remain closed for these countries for another couple of years. Neither of these hypotheses seems far-fetched.

Spain and Italy: What if?

Given that the ESM could already reach its limits by helping the GIP alone, it seems clear that it would not be able to provide substantial support for Spain and Italy. At present the spreads for these countries are at a sustainable level, but the events of late 2011 have shown that market conditions can deteriorate very quickly. Moreover, if the conditions deteriorate for Spain and Italy, the worst scenario for the GIP will almost certainly become a reality. This leads to the question: how much would be needed in addition to the €500 billion, if Spain and/or Italy lose market access and need financial assistance? A cumulative refinancing need of almost €1,800 billion for Italy and Spain implies that the size of the ESM would have to be increased well beyond one trillion euro if it is to be able to deal with a worst case scenario. Even if the European mechanism providing financial assistance ‘only’ had to cover half of the financial needs of Spain and Italy, the additional funding needed for the ESM would be in the region of €600 billion, for a total size of €1,100 billion – well above the €700 billion just agreed by the Eurogroup.
One plan that seems to have been abandoned at the summit today was that of letting the ESM and the EFSF run in parallel, to combine their funding capacity. Table 4 shows that slightly less than €1,000 billion would have been available in such a case.  In a worst case scenario, however, it will become very difficult for the GIP, Spain and Italy to actually contribute to the financing of the ESM. Under such circumstances, the effective lending capacity of the ESM would in all likelihood be substantially lower. Should all five peripheral countries no longer be able to pay their contributions to the ESM, its lending capacity would be reduced by about 35%, leading to an overall European lending capacity of about €670 billion (65% of €940 billion given by the €440 of the EFSF and €500 of the ESM, plus the EFSM) or about one-half of what might be needed if the crisis were to seriously engulf Spain and Italy.
· PRILOGA 2: The messy rebuilding of Europe 
Bruegel/ Brussels

It is too early to determine if and how policy integration within the euro area will develop beyond its current limited monetary and budgetary remit. Alternative scenarios can be envisaged, from the building of a coherent euro area within the EU, to a fragmentation of the financial market and a generalised ‘variable geometry’. Policy action should be based on the need to (a) make room for deeper integration within the euro area, beyond the limited remit envisaged in the Lisbon treaty; (b) preserve the integrity of the EU27 and its essential governance arrangements; (c) ensure equal treatment in the application of common rules; (d) ensure that candidates for euro-area membership have a voice in the definition of its rules; and (e) balance the requirements of legal clarity, accountability and efficiency with the desirability of experimentation through variable geometry. 
THE EURO CRISIS and the way policymakers have responded have challenged the assumptions underpinning the euro-area's governance, and the relationship between the European Union's euro- and non-euro countries. As more steps are taken in response to the weaknesses in the euro policy regime revealed by the crisis, the EU will face new challenges of the same sort. This Policy Brief provides input to the policy discussion on the governance of      the EU/euro area relationship.

The governance model of what could be called EMU 1.0 was based on three assumptions: first, that Economic and Monetary Union only required, in addition to EU single market provisions, delegation of monetary policy to the common central bank and the avoidance of excessive budget deficits; second, that governance could be grounded on rules-based prevention only, and that there was no need for crisis management; third, that all EU countries would eventually join EMU (at least those without a waiver).

These assumptions made the governance of the EU/euro area relationship relatively simple. Euro-area relevant provisions could be designed as a self-contained set of rules applicable to euro members, and those rules interfered minimally with the general rules applicable to all EU members. Single market integration was seen as contributing to the strengthening of the euro, while being beneficial to all. Governance could rely on the machinery of the Economic and Financial Affairs Council (ECOFIN) for the implementation of formal rules, while the Eurogroup, consisting of the finance ministers of euro-area countries – a late addition to the governance framework – limited itself to the monitoring of economic developments and the preparation of ECOFIN decisions relating to the Excessive Deficit Procedure.

This barebones EMU failed the test posed by the crisis. It is now recognised that a sustainable currency union requires more governance because of the higher degree of economic, financial and fiscal spillovers than those existing outside the currency union:

• Beyond strengthening of budgetary discipline, decisions since 2009 include the creation of a crisis management and resolution mechanism; prevention initiatives in fields such as competitiveness and its determinants, macroeconomic imbalances, and financial stability; and the gradual build-up of a hands-on euro governance structure that functions in a markedly more discretionary way than before the crisis. Further discussions suggest that the strengthening of the euro area could eventually have other consequences such as access to specific budgetary resources, banking regulation and supervision, public-debt management and political union. These developments are blurring the previously clear distinction between euro-area and EU management.

• The crisis has led to a recognition that for individual countries, participation in the single currency is more demanding than initially perceived. Although all but two of the EU27 are formally committed to joining the euro, there is agreement that the economic preconditions for successful participation must be met before the irrevocable locking of exchange rates. This opens up the possibility that the coexistence between euroarea members and a relatively large group of non-euro EU members will last for longer than initially assumed.
• The Eurogroup has increasingly assumed the role of a de-facto executive body. Two other factors make the discussion about the relationship between EU and euro-area governance difficult. First, these groupings are not stable, and this results in differences in attitudes: non-euro countries that do not intend to join in the near future are primarily interested in limiting spillover effects from euro-area decisions onto the wider EU, while countries that want to join the euro are concerned to avoid a situation in which it becomes increasingly difficult to join a more deeply integrated euro area.

Second, the two categories of country are not homogeneous legally, economically and politically. Even among the current 17 euro-area members, there are significant differences that imply different appetites for integration. These two factors make it difficult to rely on the basic rule that all rules for EU/euro-area relationship should simply be defined by all EU countries together. Until now, the EU has dealt pragmatically with this complexity.

The basic governance model has been retained while new components have been added either at euro-area level (for example the European Stability Mechanism), at EU level (for example the European Semester), or in ad-hoc formats (as for the Euro Plus Pact or the Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Governance (TSCG)). As a consequence, the decisionmaking system has been made more complex and difficult to manage, bringing into question its perception by, and accountability to, citizens. Complexity could also create frustration among both euro- and non-euro members.

Euro-area members fear that initiatives deemed essential for strengthening the euro will be hindered by excessive governance complexity resulting from the demands of non-euro members, who fear in turn that they will be de facto deprived from having their say in decisions of major relevance to them.

Pre-crisis governance distinguished between euro-area countries and non-euro area countries. ECOFIN plays a central role in EU economic decision making. A number of decisions related to the euro area can, however, be taken by the ECOFIN with only euro-area countries voting. Indeed, the Lisbon Treaty established a stronger role for euro-area countries in preparing and finalising recommendations and decisions on budgetary discipline and broad economic policy guidelines. The Stability and Growth Pact (SGP) in principle applies to all 27 EU member states. 
However, sanctions are foreseen only for the euro-area member states. Moreover, only euro-area countries can vote on Excessive Deficit Procedure steps that involve only euro-area countries. The Eurogroup was given a treaty-based role by the Lisbon Treaty. However, formal decisions can only be taken by ECOFIN, and the Eurogroup is therefore the forum for deeper discussions among euro-area finance ministers, for example on matters related to the implementation of the SGP.

The first governance reforms to address the weaknesses laid bare by the crisis stayed within the Treaty’s remits and implicitly deepened the legal and institutional gap between euro-area and non-euro area countries. Most of the so-called Six-Pack reforms are based on the Lisbon Treaty and therefore perpetuate the clear distinction between euro-area and non-euro area countries. In particular, regulation 1175/2011 on the strengthening of the surveillance of budgetary positions applies to the EU27, but the associated sanctions refer to the euro area. Regulation 1176/2011 on the prevention and correction of macroeconomic imbalances also applies to the whole EU. However, the alert mechanism, which is part of the regulation, is, in accordance with Article 121(3) of the TFEU, discussed in the Eurogroup for the euro-area countries. Also, the so-called Scoreboard, which forms the basis of the alert mechanism, distinguishes between euro-area and non-euro area countries. 
Finally, the enforcement mechanism to correct excessive macroeconomic imbalances adopted as part of the Six Pack is exclusively addressed to euro-area countries (Regulation 1174/2011). For the most part, the regulations require qualified majority voting (QMV) by the Council to adopt a European Commission recommendation. For euro-area countries, only euroarea countries vote. Overall, the Six Pack strengthened euro-area governance, and by doing so, the legislation increased the gap between euro-area and non-euro area countries. Indeed, stronger and more binding rules for euroarea countries imply a wider legal gap and may also result in diverging economic policy stances.

The Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Governance (TSCG) marks a significant change to the governance of the EU, and exposes the growing tension between national sovereignty and supra-national logic. The new treaty has two main elements. Articles 3-8 cover the so-called Fiscal Compact, which requires the main elements of the SGP to be transposed into national legislation at a constitutional or equivalent level. The correctness of the transposition into national law can be challenged in the EU Court of Justice (ECJ). At the same time, national parliamentary prerogatives are safeguarded.

This implies that ultimately, the ECJ may have to judge if a transposition into national law of the TSCG provisions concerning the fiscal Correction Mechanism – while not in line with the requirements – may nevertheless be lawful, because the national parliamentary prerogative prevails (Article 3(2) of the TSCG). Articles 9-14 deepen governance inter alia by establishing regular Euro Summits. Overall, the new treaty renders the tension between national sovereignty and the logic of supra-national intervention clearly visible. The TSCG also creates a new ‘variable geometry’ according to which countries cannot be easily classified into euro area and noneuro area. Already the directive on requirements for budgetary frameworks of the member states, which is part of the Six Pack, marks a departure from the euro-area/non-euro area framework.

The directive is addressed to all EU members, although the United Kingdom has an exemption from a number of the directive's main provisions. The TSCG will enter into force when 12 euro-area countries have ratified it. Its content will then apply to all countries that have ratified it including non-euro area countries to the extent that they chose to opt-in. The new Euro Summit illustrates the potential for ‘variable geometry’. The Euro Summit president is elected by the heads of state and government of those euro-area countries that have ratified the TSCG. Each year, the heads of state and government of all countries that have ratified the treaty will meet in a Euro Summit.

It is thus conceivable that there will be a Euro Summit involving several non-euro countries but excluding one or several euroarea countries (TSCG, Article 12). On the financial supervisory front, the new institutions that have been created are in principle institutions for the whole EU, but some differentiation between euro-area and non-euro countries is becoming visible. For example, the European Systemic Risk Board (ESRB) gives a leadership role to the European Central Bank, which finances the ESRB secretariat.

There is also an emerging debate on the use of macroprudential instruments to differentiate between euro-area countries in order to mitigate the unintended consequences of a single monetary policy. The ESRB may eventually make macroprudential policy recommendations to euroarea countries that would not apply to non-euro area countries with an independent monetary policy. Similarly, the European Banking Authority (EBA) is an EU27 institution. However, in the context of the currently debated Two Pack legislation5, the EBA will play a special role for the euroarea countries by requiring euro-area members in financial difficulties to report additional information to the EBA.

In terms of financial assistance, the model has become more centred on the euro-area countries. At the start of the euro sovereign debt crisis, there was uncertainty about the responsibility for macrofinancial assistance for euro-area countries, since no such assistance was foreseen in the EU Treaty. For Greece, there was a temporary coexistence of different instruments (bilateral loans, European Financial Stability Facility). For other countries receiving financial assistance, variable geometries were established, with some non-euro area countries participating in the assistance given to Ireland. The current model appears to focus on the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), which will be an instrument for euro-area countries only.

However, the ESM Treaty only grants access to financial assistance to those euro-area countries that have ratified the TSCG. Financial assistance to noneuro area countries will continue to come from the EU-based balance- of-payments assistance, as foreseen by the EU Treaty. The IMF involvement in financial assistance further complicates the situation because it implicitly gives a voice to all EU (and also non-EU) countries in assistance packages for all euro-area and non-euro area countries. The crisis has affected the relative roles of Council formations and increased the role of intergovernmental decisions. In 2010-11, decisions were often taken by the EU’s heads of state and government, even though they were often technically within the remit of finance ministers. Many decisions were also taken on the basis of ad-hoc intergovernmental deliberations. However, there is a view that the Eurogroup has gained in importance relative to the ECOFIN. In addition to standard fiscal surveillance decisions, the Eurogroup has in particular been the key body taking decisions to address programme reviews, the Greek private sector involvement and the fragility of the banking system. While noneuro area countries seem to recognise that it is legitimate that euro-area countries discuss such matters in the Eurogroup, some deplore the absence of a real ECOFIN discussion on these matters, even though events in Greece or other euro-area countries have clear implications for non-euro area countries. Some non-euro area countries also felt that the application of common rules could become uneven because the same rules were de facto applied differently by the Eurogroup and the ECOFIN.
With increasing variable geometry, the decision-making process has also become more complex. Voting rules are becoming more complex involving different groups of countries in different cases. Different member states participate in the financial assistance programmes. In the context of the European Semester, the Commission, the Council and the European Parliament provide exante guidance to national decisions relating to fiscal policy and national reform programmes. At the same time, more and more crucial decisions have been shifted from finance ministers to heads of state and government, who typically take decisions on the basis of consensus. Many observers have equated this development with a strengthening of the inter-governmental nature of decision making. The ESM further adds to institutional and practical complexity by creating an intergovernmental institution that operates outside the regular treaty, and by defining a completely new decisionmaking structure. At the same time, the TSCG – while being intergovernmental – has strengthened the European Commission’s role by introducing reversed qualified majority voting on EDP steps.

Overall, the current legal, institutional and political reality of the EU can be characterised by (1) an increasing legal, institutional and policy divide between euro-area and non-euro-area member states, (2) increasing variable geometry blurring the euroarea/ non-euro area distinction, (3) high complexity and lack of clarity, and (4) increasing tensions between the demands of national sovereignty and euroarea sovereignty.

In conclusion, the current set-up is the source of two separate tensions. First, some euro-area countries fear that they will permanently have to make financial transfers while recipient countries find the conditions associated with such transfers overly demanding. Second, for the euro-area and non-euro area countries, the complexity of the current set-up implies a significant drag on economic efficiency.

There is general agreement that the current state of affairs is unsatisfactory. Broadly speaking, the dissatisfaction is seen, depending on the observer, as stemming from one or both of the following two issues:

• An unsatisfactory decisionmaking process, taking the current allocation of competences between the euro-area and non-euro area countries as a given.

• An unsatisfactory allocation of competences between euroarea and non-euro area countries.

We postpone to the next section the discussion on how to improve the decision-making process. Here we concentrate on three scenarios for redefining the allocation of competences between euro-area and non-euro area countries, and examine their implications for the decisionmaking process:

1 A two-speed EU, with a coherent euro area.

2 A fragmented EU, with fragmentation

even within the euro area.

3 A generalised variable geometry EU, with variable geometry even within the euro area.

Scenario 1 would imply that the euro area evolves from a monetary union with some fiscal rules to a full-fledged monetary union, with a fiscal and banking union. It would have a strong, democratically- legitimate political centre able to impose on national budgetary decisions, a federal budget with direct access to tax resources providing some degree of stabilisation to the national entities and a public debt management capability. It would also have a banking supervisor, a banking deposit insurance mechanism and a banking resolution authority. A monetary union with such fiscal and banking union would achieve the kind of economic coherence and efficiency that the euro area has lacked so far, and thus would seem highly desirable. It would also imply that the euro area becomes de facto a political union, with major economic policy areas transferred from the national to the euro-area level, thereby reducing the tensions that result from the current intergovernmental approach. While the Treaty allows for stronger euro-area governance based on Article 136, scenario 1 may require a stronger legal base, and could have implications for national constitutions.

To the extent that it would deliver a more stable and better functioning monetary union, this development would benefit the whole EU. It would however result in a two-speed EU, with the EU27 becoming essentially the EU11, ie the coherent euro area plus a bloc of 10 non-euro area members. This would raise the big economic question of the coexistence between the EU single market and the economic policies managed by the euro area. Would it be possible, within the EU, to preserve the integrity of the single market while permitting euroarea countries to manage their economic, fiscal and financial affairs in a manner that is coherent with their monetary union?

A particularly important issue in this respect is banking regulation and supervision: a coherent euro area would presumably develop into a banking union with integrated supervision, yet banking regulation would remain an EU27 competence. This could create a tension between the requirements of financial stability and those of financial market integration, as perceived at EU level.

A euro area acting in a unified manner would presumably have a qualified majority within the Council. Thus the two-speed EU might resemble the European Economic Area (EEA), with the euro area playing the role of the EU and the non-euro area that of the non-EU EEA countries. In other words the euro area might simply decide on single market issues, to which QMV applies, and the noneuro area would have to abide by the euro area's decisions. History has shown however that the EEA model is not really attractive and only a few non-EU countries have been willing to join it. Similarly most (but not necessarily all) non-euro area countries would probably not want to remain inside the EU if it meant that the euro-area countries dictate single market policy.

To find a balance between potentially conflicting interests, it would be necessary to establish rules for the relationship between the euro area and the non-euro area countries. In exchange for moving more competences to euro-area level, procedures for governance should be established to guarantee that no decisions are taken that adversely affect the fundamental economic interests of the noneuro area countries. Alternatively, non-euro area countries could be allowed to adopt different regulations to the euro area for certain matters, which would introduce some form of regulatory competition between the euro area and non-euro area groupings.

Scenario 2 would be the opposite of scenario 1, with the majority of (rather than perhaps just a few) euro-area members deciding that they are unwilling to cede further fiscal and financial sovereignty. A situation in which euro-area countries would only accept limited common disciplines in the budgetary field, would resist significant moves towards economic integration and would judge that banking supervision and resolution need to remain a purely national prerogative, would, in times of crisis, as we have witnessed to a degree recently, and perhaps even in normal times, likely lead to the fragmentation of financial markets and perhaps even product markets. This situation of ‘one money, but several financial markets’ would effectively mean several co-existing monetary policies within the euro area (probably in the disguise of macroprudential measures), and therefore the degeneration of the monetary union and the EU itself.

Scenario 3 would see not only the continuation but even the further development of the variablegeometry architecture witnessed in recent months. In addition to having most euro-area and some non-euro area countries sign and (in principle) ratify the TSCG treaty, one could see in the future some euro-area and some noneuro area countries sign other intergovernmental treaties, primarily aimed at reinforcing the fiscal and financial dimensions of EMU.

We would then have a series of intergovernmental treaties signed and ratified by different groupings of countries, some within and others outside the euro area. Compared to scenario 1, this would have the advantage of being less confrontational since the dividing lines between groupings would be blurred. However, scenario 3 would not achieve the kind of decision making coherence and efficiency necessary to ensure the smooth functioning of the monetary union.

Scenario 3 is not unrealistic. But it must be asked if this generalised variable geometry can be stable, or if it only represents a transition towards scenarios 1 or 2. This would partly depend on the modus operandi for the relationship between euro-area and non-euro area countries, and if it would permit this scenario to serve as a way to explore and experiment with ways of developing a more coherent euro area, while preserving the integrity of the single market. A modus operandi involving the strengthening of common institutions such as the European Commission and the European Parliament would be helpful for an evolution towards scenario 1.
Clearly basing variable geometry on EU treaty-based enhanced cooperation instead of intergovernmental treaties (or integrating such treaties into the EU Treaty, as envisaged in the TSCG) would be conducive to such evolution. By contrast, a complex web of intergovernmental agreements lacking strong common institutions would increase the likelihood of an evolution towards scenario 2.

A number of measures can be envisaged that would create the conditions for a smooth relationship between euro-area and non-euro area countries within the current set-up. Some measures would deal with the Eurogroup/ECOFIN relationship, for example the exchange of information and the possibility of having informal discussions between euro-area and non-euro area countries on matters that concern primarily the euro area but have major repercussions for other EU countries.

The tougher question is how to improve the decision-making process to meet the requirement for a well-functioning and stable EMU, while minimising the potential detrimental impact on non-euro area EU countries. This issue can be framed as spillover management. A lesson from the crisis is that spillovers from national developments within the euro area are more extensive than initially thought, implying a need for more integration and coordination beyond the traditional remit of EMU. At the same time, spillovers from the euro area onto non-euro area members are significant, meaning that non-euro area interests must be taken into account in decision-making processes.

Our analysis suggests that five objectives should guide decisions on governance arrangements:

1 Make room for deeper integration within the euro area, over and above the limited remit envisaged in the Lisbon Treaty;

2 Preserve the integrity of the EU27 and its essential governance arrangements;

3 Ensure equal treatment in the application of common rules;

4 Ensure that EU members that are candidates for euro-area membership have a voice in the definition of the euro area's core principles and rules;

5 Balance the requirements of legal clarity, accountability and efficiency with the desirability of experimentation through variable geometry.

In the short term, meeting these objectives may require several adjustments to the current institutional set-up:

• The euro area continues to rely on the EU's institutional and legal machinery for implementing decisions. Should it equip itself with specific policy planning capabilities in order to be able to map out options for its own development?

• The European institutions have only partially adapted to the euro-area/EU duality. Given

current portfolios, would it be desirable to involve a larger group of Commissioners in the

dialogue with the Eurogroup, for example the Commissioners responsible for financial services and for employment?

• National parliaments within the euro area are increasingly concerned about the potential public finance consequences of euro-area initiatives. Should consideration be given to forming a euro-area parliamentary finance committee made up of representatives of the European Parliament's Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs and finance committees of national parliaments of euro-area countries?

• The combination of a fixed Eurogroup chair and rotating ECOFIN chairs is adding to imbalances between the two formations. Should permanent chairing arrangements be considered for the ECOFIN? In order to ensure consistency, should the ESRB model, with a permanent chair from the euro area (who would also chair the Eurogroup) and a vice-chair from a non-euro area country, be used for ECOFIN?

• As far as euro membership is concerned, heterogeneity is high among non-euro area countries, in terms of both legal status and policy objectives. Should countries that intend to join the euro within, say, five years be part of policy conversations with a bearing on the euro area’s future?

• The Eurogroup is the de-facto decision making body for decisions that only apply to euro-area members, and this reality is widely accepted by non-euro area countries as it reflects broader and deeper coordination needs within the euro area. Is such acceptance subject to certain red lines?

How could ECOFIN and especially the ministers from euro-area candidate countries be involved in the framing of the future evolution of the euro-area? Should this simply involve an ex-ante information exchange on major decisions affecting jurisprudence or should participation in the shaping of these decisions also be considered? For new legislation, should all euroarea candidate countries be included in the negotiations, but without voting rights?

• If the euro area was to develop into a coherent set-up with a single voice along the lines of our scenario 1, should a political agreement be sought on the definition of a supermajority rule within the ECOFIN in order to prevent EU27 decisions that are against the vital interest of non euro area countries being taken, in particular when there is a risk of conflict with the single market?
· PRILOGA 3: Healthy and active ageing: turning the 'silver' economy into gold
EPC/ Brussels

For many, population pyramids for the coming decades paint a daunting picture. Eurostat predicts that the number of over 65 year olds in the EU's 27 member states will increase from 17% in 2010 to around 30% by 2060. Moreover, the proportion of working age people will decline while the relative number of retired people continues to increase. The European Commission estimates that by 2060, age-related expenditure, for example on health care and pensions, will increase to nearly 30% of GDP in the EU 27.

Costs are expected to rise by 4.75 percentage points of GDP compared to today, but there are no clear indications as to where this money will come from. Add to the picture additional pressures created by the current economic crisis, and the response may well be a gulp and a frightened sigh.  But, closing our eyes will not make the demographic challenge disappear; nor will it transform overstretched public budgets into sustainable sources of funding for ageing societies. EU member states must commit themselves to address this shared challenge. By bringing about an attitude change and by transforming society, EU countries can prevent the welfare, health and financial systems from collapsing, and ensure that population pyramids are no longer seen as a threat but instead become a narrative for growth, success and social cohesion.

In responding to demographic change, more attention must be paid to the structure of the health and care sectors, social services, labour markets, financial systems and education, as well as to the integration of migrants. Healthy and active ageing should be promoted as a key part of the solution. In taking the necessary action, the EU and its member states must tackle the issue at the heart of the challenge: offering older people adequate social protection while ensuring that the tax and social contributions burden does not become unsustainable for the working population. Meeting these enormous societal and economic challenges requires common vision and action across society. It requires every key sector and actor to unite behind a common goal. Promoting health, using innovative products, services and processes, and providing people with incentives to continue working can all contribute to healthy and active ageing, but they will only have the desired impact if implemented together.

Policymakers at EU and national level are slowly realising that the 'silver economy' is growing: older people represent a huge potential market and an enormous opportunity for Europe. They are creating demand for new services and products, ranging from personalised care to age-friendly technologies and other solutions that enable them to maintain healthy, independent lives. If increased life expectancy is coupled with healthy ageing, and older people can continue to enjoy life to the full and contribute to the labour market and society, this will reduce pressure on health and social services, and therefore on public budgets. The continuing inclusion of older people in the labour market and society will support social cohesion and strengthen intergenerational solidarity and justice. As demographic change is not exclusively a European phenomenon, Europe has a unique opportunity to become a world leader in active and healthy ageing, bringing products and services to the global market and sharing knowledge on how to create age-friendly societies.

However, measures to promote healthy and active ageing societies have so far been limited, at both EU and national level. As yet it is not a project that brings together key actors from all areas of society and across policy areas. Collaboration between businesses, governments, regions, cities and consumers is only just beginning. A common approach to healthy active ageing across relevant policy areas is still under development. To put the challenges and opportunities of demographic change on the policy agenda, the EU has launched various initiatives that support active and healthy ageing. They are not without their problems, but they provide an important basis for developing a common vision, bringing together different stakeholders and taking action across sectors.

European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing (the Partnership)

'The Partnership', which was officially launched by the EU in 2011, aims to improve the health of the EU's older citizens, to help them to remain active and participate in the economy and society, and to boost the efficiency and sustainability of health systems. Its overarching objective is to increase the number of Healthy Life Years (HLY) - an indicator used to estimate how many years a person can expect to live without illness or disability - by two years before 2020.

The Partnership's Strategic Implementation Plan, adopted by a Steering Committee in November 2011, embraces a three-stage approach to ageing: 1) prevention, screening and early diagnosis of potential problems;

2) care and cure, and; 3) adopting active and healthy lifestyles. Encouragingly, the Partnership brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to agree on a set of actions.

Unfortunately, the proposals fall short of providing a comprehensive response to the challenge. The Partnership cannot provide all-inclusive solutions, and its strong emphasis on innovation risks encouraging the development of new technologies but failing to promote the most efficient measures to increase HLYs. Health promotion and disease prevention are not properly addressed by the Partnership. Improving

adherence to long-term therapy, advising patients on the use of medication, preventing falls via innovative

monitoring solutions, and using diagnostic tools to identify pre-frailty conditions can undoubtedly play a role, but if the EU is serious about increasing HLYs, it should focus on cost-effective measures with the greatest impact on people's health. Promoting dietary changes, more exercise or quitting smoking can, in a short time, substantially reduce illnesses and lead to healthier living. Promoting innovative ways of influencing people's behaviour and lifestyles at all ages is also a great economic opportunity.

The Commission Communication 'Taking forward the Strategic Implementation Plan of the European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing', published in February 2012, sets out proposals for further action. It invites stakeholders to commit to specific actions and aims to establish a marketplace for innovative ideas. It addresses regulatory and standardisation issues, and aims to align relevant funding mechanisms. Hopefully, as the Partnership develops, the focus on innovation will extend beyond technological solutions. Although they can play an important role in promoting healthy and active ageing, they are not the only drivers for making Europeans healthier.

Increasing older people's participation in the economy and society

Following on from the Lisbon Strategy, under the Europe 2020 Strategy, one of the five headline targets that member states have agreed to implement is to increase the employment rate of 20-64 year-olds to 75% by 2020. To achieve this, member states must translate the EU target into national targets and action plans. Member states have rightly started to reflect on how pension schemes can support this transition and what more can be done to encourage second careers. However, widespread opposition to increasing the retirement age indicates that communication on the required changes has only just started.

The Commission White Paper 'An Agenda for Adequate, Safe and Sustainable Pensions', which was published in February 2012, is an important step in this direction. Stressing that pension reform is urgently required, it calls for a more realistic balance to be struck between time spent at work and in retirement, as well as incentives for people to stay in the labour market for longer. It includes a long list of EU initiatives to support national efforts. One of these, the 2012 European Year on Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations, aims to raise awareness of active ageing and the conditions for its achievement in labour markets and society. For the campaign to go beyond awareness raising, member states, employers, social partners and citizens must commit themselves to specific actions.

Towards a greater role for the EU?

It must be acknowledged that the EU's ability to influence national health and employment policies is limited and often merely provides a forum for sharing best practices. However, the economic crisis has reinforced the importance of co-operation and learning from others. Indeed, as the crisis strengthens economic governance in the EU, it gives Brussels a stronger voice in areas that have traditionally been considered a national competence. An example of this transition is the European Semester, which reviews and helps to coordinate member states' macro-economic, budgetary and structural reform policies. Attention is also paid to social and health systems and labour markets, which must be reformed if Europe is to exit the crisis.

It is in every member state's interest to find the best and most cost-efficient ways to promote health, prevent diseases, reform health care and pension systems, and encourage people to participate in labour markets and society for as long as possible. The EU must continue to use the regulatory tools at its disposal, provide guidelines, promote discussion and encourage peer reviews between member states if it is to meet the HLY and employment targets it has set itself.

The EU can also offer financial support for efforts at local level. However, healthy and active ageing is yet to be sufficiently prioritised under the EU's financial instruments for it to become a societal project. The main financial instrument is the European Social Fund, which in 2007-2013 is expected to spend €1 billion on measures that promote active ageing. However, training people to boost their employability is an important but nonetheless insufficient response to the challenge. The new multiannual financial framework for 2014-2020, currently under negotiation, could play a meaningful role in supporting active and healthy ageing across sectors. To complement the Health for Growth Programme, EU instruments for research and innovation, cohesion funds, the Common Agricultural Policy, educational support and programmes on employment, social policy and inclusion could help make healthy and active ageing a project for all.

Creating a European society that promotes healthy and active ageing demands the following action:

1) Increasing healthy life year expectancy

While the average life expectancy at birth is 76 years for men and 82 for women, current HLY expectancy is around 62 for both men and women in the EU 27. The gap varies between member states, but the average figures demonstrate that until it is closed, older people cannot be expected to fully contribute to society. If the EU is serious about increasing people's healthy life years, it must do more to promote health and tacke the causes of ill health, rather than to cure its consequences. Health and disease prevention must be promoted across sectors at all levels of society. Health promotion means changing lifestyles, the environment, health care and working conditions to improve health, but disease prevention involves screening, diagnosing and treating diseases before they become harmful and costly.

The EU must harness the tools at its disposal to promote health. It must use legislative tools such as advertising restrictions on unhealthy products, regulating salt and fat content, and food labelling laws. Health systems are a national competence, but the European Semester can help to transform health systems and offer guidance on integrating prevention and health promotion into health services. The EU could use more qualitative and quantitative evaluation tools, such as health impact assessments and cost-benefit analyses, to support cost-effective measures with an enduring positive impact on society and the economy. As employment and social participation are key contributors to well-being and healthy active ageing, the EU should ensure that its policies support this link.

2) Creating age-friendly environments

Creating age-friendly and health-promoting environments in cities and rural communities means addressing issues such as transport, infrastructure, pollution, housing, public spaces and services. Workplaces can support good health and promote healthy lifestyles, thereby increasing workers' HLYs. More must be done to adapt them to the needs of older people, who are more likely to suffer from disabilities and chronic diseases, to improve access to lifelong learning and to offer people incentives to remain in work for longer. Evidence shows that healthy workers are more efficient and more productive, so adopting a holistic approach to health, mental health and well-being should be a management issue. The EU's social policy competence in promoting health and safety at work could be used to improve workplace conditions in a manner that supports active ageing and the needs of older workers. The EU could look into using its framework for corporate governance to provide guidelines for employers.

The EU should promote a cross-sectoral approach to health at EU level. The Commission should continue to promote partnerships between key stakeholders like public authorities, industry, trade unions and NGOs, and ensure that the voice of older people is taken into account. As well as sharing best practices, the EU could provide governments with guidelines on creating age-friendly environments that help to promote health.

3) Increasing the retirement age and the labour market participation rate

Today, the average employment rate in the EU 27 is 68.6% (46% for 55-64 year olds). The average age at which Europeans exit the labour market is 61. As the number of people of working age decreases, it is estimated that by 2050 the labour gap could be 35 million. This is unsustainable if Europe wishes to maintain its current level of welfare.

To increase the labour market participation rate to 75% by 2020, increasing HLYs and promoting age-friendly environments must be combined with other actions. As demonstrated in the EPC Issue Paper 'Working away at the cost of ageing: the labour market adjusted dependency ratio', European labour markets must become more mobile and flexible to deal with demographic trends. The EU must build an integrated labour market, in which people can live, work and provide services across borders. Raising the retirement age and boosting the labour participation rate are national competences, but the EU must continue to promote discussion and share best practices, also from outside the EU. An EU-wide debate on pension reform has begun, but more discussion is needed on making early retirement less flexible and later retirement more feasible, abolishing mandatory retirement ages, managing the transition between work and retirement, maximising volunteering and second career opportunities after retirement, and changing employers and employees' attitudes to part-time work and longer careers.

4) Creating a European market for health-related products and services

New and existing products and services, from medicines to technologies, can support active and healthy ageing. However, their deployment continues to be hindered by a number of barriers. The EU needs a single market for health. The Directive on Patient's Rights for cross-border healthcare, a Commission proposal on 'European Standardisation' and EU efforts to boost the interoperability of eHealth systems are steps in the right direction. But the EU should also urge governments to exchange information on public procurement processes and reimbursement requirements for medical technologies, and encourage transparent and efficient Health Technology Assessments.

5) Involving EU citizens in the transition

None of the actions suggested above will be successful without the buy-in and involvement of citizens. The Partnership recognises that new, innovative solutions will only be deployed if they are developed with and for consumers and patients. Capturing this market and harnessing its growth potential will require businesses to understand older people's needs. Mass-market products and services must be accessible to them. The EU should include accessibility requirements in the Accessibility Act foreseen for the end of 2012.

The growing number of older people, budget constraints on public services, technological developments and the availability of information online have led to a situation whereby people old and young, patients and consumers, are becoming - and in some cases are forced to become - more involved in their own health care. To ensure a smooth transition, policymakers must support patient involvement, provide educational tools and make sure that the weakest are not left behind. All EU citizens, be they carers, patients, consumers, workers or employers, must be involved in the transition. They need to understand that the old system is no longer sustainable. Europeans must work longer. They must take more responsibility for their own health. This will require EU and national policymakers to assume a strong role in communicating the facts and necessary action to EU citizens.

It is time to act

Europe needs an attitude change and a shift in mindset towards active and healthy ageing. It must become a cross-cutting objective that is promoted across sectors and policy areas. This will require better governance, more social innovation, and financing of measures that promote active and healthy ageing. The costeffectiveness of policies and actions must be measured. Public money spent on health care, health promotion and pensions must work in the best interests of society. The EU has a number of instruments to promote active and healthy ageing, but the greatest would be to harness its new economic governance framework, the European Semester, to examine member states' social and health systems and labour markets, take note of inefficiencies and challenges, and suggest actions that would boost their sustainability and promote longer working lives. It would also give the necessary signal about the seriousness of the situation and encourage collective action. And Europe must act now if it is to turn the ageing challenge into a golden opportunity.

· PRILOGA 4: Rising Asia and old Europe need to work together
Friends of Europe/ Brussels

Tempting as it may be, it would be wrong to write off Europe as yesterday’s power. Europe still matters even though this is not the message some EU policymakers have been sending out to a watching world. 

The impression that Europe is too busy dealing with internal challenges to play a strong global role is especially strong in Asia. True, China gets a great deal of EU attention. And the EU’s outreach on trade remains strong. But there is more to Asia than China - and trade and investment agreements must not be made a substitute for a more pro-active EU foreign policy. 

The EU must engage more strongly with South Asian and Southeast Asian countries on foreign policy and security questions, not just trade. This means top-level EU participation in Asian security fora such as the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF). It means showing up and seriously participating in ministerial meetings with Asian countries such as the EU-ASEAN gathering of foreign ministers in Brunei in April. It also requires regular and consistent high-level conversations on global and regional challenges with India and other South Asian nations.

Apart from trips to China, EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton has been a rare visitor to the rest of Asia. Her decision to stay away from the ARF last year, for a second year running, was a serious faux pas. Not surprisingly, Asians have put Europe’s request to join the East Asia Summit – the region’s prime security club – on hold and insist that Europeans must first prove they are ready for a serious conversation with Asia on security.

European policymakers are selling Europe short. Asia cannot take Europe seriously unless it does a better job of communicating with the region – and gains better understanding of what makes increasingly self-confident Asians tick. Dealing with a changing and rising Asia will require that the EU engages in new courtships and new alliances with governments, businesses and civil society leaders in the region. 

The name of the game has to be partnership between Rising Asia and Old Europe. But by failing to engage seriously and consistently with Asia, Europeans are propagating a myth of European weakness and irrelevance. The reality of Europe – the eurozone crisis notwithstanding - is different. Given its experience in turning enemies into friends, voluntarily pooling sovereignty and achieving economic and political integration, the EU has a wealth of experience to share with Asia on future frameworks for global governance. More so, it scarcely needs saying, than the United States.

Asians pressing ahead with their own efforts at regional integration and cross-border cooperation still look at the EU for inspiration. Interestingly, this is still the case although Europe’s practice of lecturing ASEAN on the subject has irked many Asians. The EU’s predominance in world trade is undiminished. EU-Asia trade is booming and is crucial both for Europe’s economic recovery and ensuring that Asian growth remains on track. The EU-Korea free trade agreement is the first in a series of trade-expanding deals that Europe is negotiating with Asian partners, including India, Malaysia, Singapore and Vietnam. 

Europe is the biggest source of foreign investments in Asia. Today, the eurozone crisis has made Europe’s frontier-free single market even more of a magnet for Asian investors. A recent survey underlined that 45 % of businesses in Asia are either currently doing or looking to make strategic acquisitions in Europe in the next 12 months, compared with just 14 % cent in the Middle East and 7 % in North America. Although Asian exporters and businesses may complain about Brussels’ heavy-handed ways, the EU has fostered the development of high-quality rules and standards which help shape global norms in areas such as food and consumer products, cars, chemicals, aircraft emissions. European companies are leading innovators in clean and green technologies that Asia needs to meet the challenge of low-carbon growth and urbanisation and realise their plans for increased connectivity among nations. It is the coming overhaul of the many aspects of the EU rulebook – from financial services to climate issues – that will maintain the EU’s clout and influence. Neither Europe nor Asia can work alone to tackle threats to global stability that range from resource competition, nuclear proliferation, overpopulation to climate change.

Europe isn’t indifferent and certainly not irrelevant to Asia’s rise. As the US speaks of the Asia Pacific Century and seems to reinforce its presence in Asia, Europe must develop its own blueprint for improved engagement with the region.
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