[image: image1.png]



Slovensko gospodarsko in raziskovalno združenje Bruselj

B   I   L   T   E   N

Letnik XIII, številka 3







Marec                2013

Člani SGRZ:

Univerza v Ljubljani; Inštitut Jožef Stefan; Obrtno-podjetniška zbornica Slovenije; Riko d.d.; Mestna občina Ljubljana; Mestna občina Maribor; Mestna občina Celje; Perutnina Ptuj d.d.; Kmetijsko gozdarska zbornica Slovenije; Mestna občina Ptuj; Biotehniška fakulteta, UL; Termoelektrarna toplarna Ljubljana, TeTol; DRI upravljanje investicij d.o.o.; Gozdarski institut Slovenije; SID – Slovenska izvozna in razvojna banka, d.d.; Zavod za informacijsko modeliranje – AIM; ENVIT d.o.o., Elektro Slovenije – ELES, d. o. o.; Zavod-Center slovenskega orodjarskega grozda Celje; DOBA, Fakulteta za uporabne poslovne in družbene študije

Sedež SGRZ: 6, Av. Lloyd George, B-1000 Bruxelles, Belgija

Tel: 32  2 645 19 10, Fax: 32  2 645 19 17

Ureja: dr. Boris Cizelj, predsednik uprave SGRZ

Redakcija Biltena je bila zaključena 15. 03. 2013.

Uvodnik

Kot je bilo napovedano, je včeraj Evropski parlament na plenarnem zasedanju v Strasbourgu zavrnil predlog 7-letnega proračuna EU za obdobje 2014-2020 s 506 glasovi proti, 161 glasovi za in le 23 vzdržanimi. Resolucija, ki jo je predlagalo 5 od 8 političnih skupin – na čelu z najmočnejšo EPP (ljudske in demokrscanske stranke) - daje pogajalcem EP močan mandat, da zagotovijo v nadaljnih pogajanjih z ministrskim svetom več fleksibilnosti v izvajanju proračuna.
Že v dosedanjih pogajanjih so največ dosegli predstavniki transportnega sektorja (za infrastrukturne projekte na tem področju so si zagotovili 23 mlrd €), kar je precej več kot v preteklem proračunu, medtem ko so se druga področja (z izjemo R&R in mobilnosti študentov in profesorjev) morali zadovoljiti s krčenjem sredstev - najbolj na področju skupne kmetijske politike.

Težko je pričakovati bistveno spremembo obsega proračuna (ostal bo torej okoli 1% skupnega BDP držav članic), vendar bo Svet gotovo pristal na večjo fleksibilnost, kar gre tudi v račun Komisije, ki s tem dobiva bolj proste roke v izvajanju programov. Končno pa je vsem v interesu, da bo proračun sprejet pravočasno, kajti v nasprotnem primeru velja pravilo, da se do sprejetja novega proračuna uporabljajo dvanajstine predhodnega (večjega) proračuna, korigirane navzgor z indeksom inflacije!

Po napovedih EK se bo BDP v Sloveniji v letošnjem letu zmanjšal za 2%, javnofinančni primanjkljaj pa naj bi znašal 5,1% (za kar bo treba v juniju dobiti soglasje Evropske komisije – doslej so ga že dobile Grčija, Španija in Portugalska). Šele v letu 2015 naj bi nam uspelo doseči rast: skromnih 0,4%, vendar ob še višji brezposelnosti (2013 – 9,8% v 2014 pa 10,0%).
Še nekaj poudarkov iz vsebine Biltena:

· Države članice so uspele bistveno zmanjšati zamude v prenosu evropskih direktiv v svojo zakonodajo: odstotek direktiv, ki niso bile pravočasno prenesene je znašal leta 1997 kar 6,3% se je do lani zmanjšal na 0,6%.

· Komisija vabi vse zainteresirane, da storijo vse kar je v njihovi moči, da bomo dosegli napoved, da bo v državah članicah do leta 2015 odprtih okoli 900.000 digitalnih delovnih mest na področju IKT dejavnosti. To je strateškega pomena, saj nas na tem podrocju naši globalni tekmeci najbolj prehitevajo.

· Konec februarja je komisar za regionalno politiko Johannes Hahn sklical na posvet župane evropskih prestolnic – udeležila se ga je tudi delegacija na čelu z županom Zoranom Jankovićem – z namenom, da se sliši stališča glavnih evropskih mest o njihovi in siceršnji vlogi mest v Strategiji 2020.

· Do leta 2020 bo Evropska komisija namenila  50 mil.EUR za raziskave 5.generacije mobilne računalniske tehnologije (ocenjuje, da se bo promet s to tehnologijo v obdobju 2010-2020 povečal kar za 33 krat!).

· V prilogi 1 je predstavljeno, kako je Nemčiji uspelo v zadnjih 10 letih revitalizirati svoje gospodarstvo in ga narediti bolj konkurenčnega: z relativnim zniževanjem stroškov dela, kar je bilo mogoče ob dobrem socialnem dialogu in odgovornih sindikatih, hkrati pa odgovornem zmanjšanju javne porabe.

· Priloga 5 pa ocenjuje, kaj se spreminja v naši evropski hiši, delno tudi ne da bi to bilo v celoti opaženo, priloga 6 pa interpretira zakaj ni razlogov za paniko v zvezi z italijanskim volilnim rezultatom.

Ob koncu naj vas seznanim, dragi bralci, da imamo v Združenju dva nova člana: Doba Fakulteto za uporabne poslovne in družbene študije, Maribor ter Slovenski orodjarski grozd, Celje.

Vabim vas tudi, da si na spletni strani KEN mreže (www.knowledge-economy.net) ogledate koledar konferenc in delavnic v letošnjem letu, vključno z letnim Forumom, ki je letos 22-23.oktobra v Cape Townu, Južna Afrika. Upam, da se boste katerega od dogodkov tudi aktivno udeležili.

Želim zanimivo in prijetno branje,

Boris Cizelj
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1. AKTUALNE NOVICE
· Zimska gospodarska napoved Evropske komisije
BDP se bo v Sloveniji letos skrčil za 2 odstotka, v letu 2014 pa se bo povečal za 0,7 odstotka, a le v primeru gladke rešitve krize v bančnem sektorju in problema prezadolženosti podjetij, v zimski gospodarski napovedi za Slovenijo navaja Evropska komisija. Stopnja brezposelnosti se bo letos povečala na 9,8 odstotka, v letu 2014 na 10 odstotkov. Po oceni Evropske komisije Sloveniji letos ne bo uspelo znižati javnofinančnega primanjkljaja pod 3 odstotke BDP, ki je zgornja meja v Maastrichtskih kriterijih. Letos bo dosegel 5,1 odstotka BDP, v letu 2014 pa 4,7 odstotka BDP. Slovenija ni edina, ki ji letos predvidoma ne bo uspelo znižati javnofinančnega primanjkljaja pod dovoljeno mejo. Do zdaj to že ni uspelo Grčiji, Španiji in Portugalski, ki so dobile odobreno podaljšanje roka. O podaljšanju roka državam, ki letos tega cilja ne bodo dosegle, bo Evropska komisija odločila maja. 
Tudi zimska gospodarska napoved za EU in območje evra ni obetavna. V EU bo letos gospodarska rast po oceni Evropske komisije dosegla 0,1 odstotka, BDP v območju evra pa se bo skrčil za 0,3 odstotka. V letu 2014 pa bo po tej oceni rast v EU dosegla 1,6 odstotka, v območju evra pa 1,4 odstotka. Na rekordni ravni bo ostala stopnja brezposelnosti. V območju evra bo letos dosegla 12,2 odstotka, v EU pa 11,1 odstotka. V letu 2014 bo stopnja brezposelnosti v območju evra 12,1 odstotka, v EU pa 11 odstotkov. Čeprav pri napovedih glede rasti prevladujejo tveganja poslabšanja, pa je porazdelitev tveganj postala bistveno bolj uravnotežena, ocenjuje Evropska komisija.
Več:
Zimska gospodarska napoved za Slovenijo
in

Celotna zimska gospodarska napoved Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o gospodarskih napovedih
· Evropska komisija objavila predlog direktive za uvedbo davka na finančne transkacije
V predlogu direktive za uvedbo davka na finančne transakcije v 11 članicah EU, med katerimi je tudi Slovenija, Evropska komisija predlaga, stopnjo obdavčitve za delnice in obvezunice v višini 0,1 odstotka in 0,01 odstotka za izvedene finančne instrumente. Komisija je izračunala, da bo ta davek sodelujočim državam na leto prinesel med 30 do 35 milijard evrov prihodkov. Davek na finančne transakcije ima tri ključne cilje. Enotni trg bo okrepil z zmanjšanjem števila različnih nacionalnih pristopov k obdavčitvi finančnih transakcij. Zagotovil bo, da bo finančni sektor pošteno in znatno prispeval k javnim prihodkom. In davek na finančne transakcije bo podpiral zakonodajne ukrepe pri spodbujanju finančnega sektorja k bolj odgovornim dejavnostim, usmerjenim v realno gospodarstvo, pojasnjuje Evropska komisija.
Več:

Predlog direktive
in

Spletna stran o davku na finančne transkacije
· Priporočila, kako učinkoviteje uporabiti evropska sredstva za socialne zadeve

Evropska komisija v sporočilu o socialnih naložbah za rast in kohezijo državam članicam ponuja smernice, kako lahko najučinkoviteje uporabijo finančno podporo EU, zlasti iz Evropskega socialnega sklada. Sveženj o socialnih naložbah vsebuje tudi priporočilo Komisije o reševanju problema revščine otrok, ki poziva k celostnemu pristopu k otrokom prijaznim socialnim naložbam. 

Več:

Spletna stran s svežnjem o socialnih naložbah
· Javni posvetovanji o evropski davčni številki in evropskem davčnem kodeksu
Do 17. maja sta odprti javni posvetovanji, prek katerih Evropska komisija zbira mnenja in predloge o uvedbi evropske davčne številke in evropskega davčnega kodeksa. Komisija uvedbo obeh predlaga v okviru predlogov za preprečevanje davčnih utaj in za izboljšanje učinkovitosti pobiranja davkov. 
Več:
Spletna stran javnega posvetovanja o davčnem kodeksu
in

Spletna stran javnega posvetovanja o evropski davčni številki
· Velika koalicija za digitalna delovna mesta
Evropska komisija vabi digitalna podjetja, vlade ter sektorja izobraževanja in usposabljanja, naj se pridružijo veliki koaliciji za digitalna delovna mesta, da bi skupaj obravnavali do 900 000 prostih delovnih mest, ki bodo do leta 2015 v Evropi predvidoma na voljo na področju informacijskih in komunikacijskih tehnologij (IKT).  Komisija vzpostavlja tudi enotno platformo Startup Europe za orodja in programe v podporo tistim, ki želijo ustanoviti ali razširiti spletna podjetja v Evropi.
Več:

Spletna stran o veliki koaliciji za digitalna delovna mesta
in

Spletna strean o digitalnih delovnih mestih
· Turizem bo rastel tudi v letu 2013
Evropska komisija na podlagi rezultatov raziskave Eurobarometer turizmu tudi v letu 2013 napoveduje rast. Raziskava je pokazala, da se v Sloveniji na podlagi priporočil sorodnikov, prijateljev in sodelavcev odpravi na počitnice 50 odstotkov vprašanih, na podlagi spletne strani cilj potovanja oziroma letovanja izbere 31 odstotkov vprašanih, na podlagi lastne izkušnje pa 38 odstotkov.

Več:

Rezultati raziskave Eurobarometer
in

Spletna stran o turizmu
· Deset najbolj obremenjujočih predpisov za majhna in srednja podjetja
Evropska komisija je prek javnega posvetovanja od majhnih in srednjih podjetjij zbrala podatke o 10 najbolj obremenjujočih predpisih EU. Največ težav in stroškov imajo zaradi predpisov na področju kemikalij (registracija, evalvacija, avtorizacija in omejevanje kemikalij), davka na dodano vrednost, varnosti izdelkov, priznavanja poklicnih kvalifikacij, varstva podatkov, zakonodaje o odpadkih, zakonodaje v zvezi s trgom dela, tahografov v cestnem prometu, javnih naročil in posodobljenega carinskega zakonika. Komisija meni, da so na teh področjih predpisi na evropski ravni potrebni, in bo zato ta vprašanja obravnavala v okviru novega programa ustreznosti in uspešnosti predpisov.
Več:

Spletna stran z rezultati javnega posvetovanja
2. KRATKE NOVICE

· Pregled, kako države članice prenašajo predpise EU v svoj pravni red
Povprečni zaostanek pri prenosu direktiv EU v nacionalni pravni red držav članic se je s 6,3 odstotka v letu 1997 do zdaj zmanjšal na 0,6 odstotka. To pomeni, da je odstotek direktiv o notranjem trgu, ki niso bile pravočasno prenesene v nacionalno zakonodajo, nižji od cilja 1 odstotek, ki so ga voditelji držav in vlad določili leta 2007, v novem poročilu, ki ga imenuje Pregled notranjega trga, navaja Evropska komisija.
Več:
Poročilo
· Predlog za vzpostavitev »pametnih meja«
Evropska komisija je predlagala sveženj o »pametnih mejah«, s katerim želi pospešiti, olajšati in izboljšati postopke mejne kontrole za tujce, ki potujejo v EU. Sveženj vsebuje program za registrirane potnike in sistem vstopa/izstopa za potnike iz tretjih držav, ki pogosto prehajajo schengenske zunanje meje.
Več:

Spletna stran s predlogi 
· Uradni list v elektronski obliki bo postal enakovreden tiskanemu
Svet EU je sprejel uredbo, na podlagi katere bo uradni list EU v elektronski obliki s 1. julijem s pravnega vidika postal enakovreden dokument različici na papirju. Na spletu je uradni list EU na voljo neomejen čas in brezplačno. 
Več:

Spletna stran, na kateri je na voljo uradni list EU
· Latvija je zaprosila za prevzem evra
Latvija je Evropsko komisijo zaprosila, naj pripravi poročilo, ali izpolnjuje pogoje za prevzem evra s 1. januarjem 2014. Komisija bo to poročilo objavila konec maja ali v začetku junija. Če bo Komisija ugotovila, d aje Latvija izpolnila pogoje, bo Latvija postala 17. članica evro območja.

Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Pregled o uresničevanju priporočil o vključevanju
Evropska komisija je objavila poročilo, kako države članice uresničujejo njena priporočila na področju izvajanja politik za socialno vključevanje.  V njem za Slovenijo med drugim ugotavlja, da so pri pripravi ukrepov sodelovali socialni partnerji v okviru Ekonomsko-socialnega sveta.

Več:

Spletna stran s poročilom 
3. NOVA ZAKONODAJA
· Nova uredba za krmo
Z 19. februarjem je začela veljati nova uredba EU o dajanjun krme v promet in njeni uporabi, ki vključuje nov katalog surovin za krmo. V njem je opis različnih materialov, ki so navedeni na etiketah. Evropska komisija je prepričana, da bodo ti opisi kmetom in potrošnikom pomagali do več informacij o krmi, ki jo kupujejo za svoje živali. 
Več:

Uredba
· Veljati je začela uredba o lesu in lesnih proizvodih
Tretjega marca je začela veljati nova evropska uredba o lesu in lesnih proizvodih. Po pojasnilih Evropske komisije je prinesla spremembe za vse, ki trgujejo z lesom. Predvsem prepoveduje prodajo ilegalno posekanega lesa v EU, nova uredba velja tako za les, ki je posekan v EU kot za tistega, ki je uvožen. 
Več:

Uredba
· Veljati je začela uredba o pravicah potnikov avtobusov
Prvega marca je začela veljati uredba EU o pravicah potnikov v avtobusnem prevozu, ki tem potnikom po vsej Evropski uniji zagotavlja nove pravice. Uredba določa osnovne pravice potnikov ter avtobusnim prevoznikom in upravljavcem postaj nalaga številne obveznosti do potnikov. Vsako leto v EU z avtobusi potuje približno 70 milijonov potnikov.
Več:
Nova uredba
· Veljati je začel trgovinski sporazum EU s Perujem
S prvim marcem je stopil v veljavo nov trgovinski sporazum med EU in Perujem. Ta sporazum predvideva odprtje tako trga EU kot perujskega trga, ki bo po ocenah Evropske komisije podjetnikom na letni ravni zagotovilo prihranek v višini 500 milijonov evrov.
Več:

Spletna stran s sporazumom
4. GOSPODARSKE NOVICE

· Natečaj za evropske nagrade za spodbujanje podjetništva
Evropska komisija je objavila natečaj za evropske nagrade za spodbujanje podjetništva za leto 2013. Nagrade bodo priznanje za najboljše javne pobude ter partnerstva med javnim in zasebnim sektorjem pri spodbujanju razvoja podjetij in podjetništva. Letos je dodana nova kategorija, in sicer za uspešne projekte, ki prispevajo k okolju prijaznemu gospodarstvu. Natečaj poteka v dveh fazah. Kandidati se morajo najprej udeležiti natečaja na nacionalni ravni, da se lahko potegujejo za nagrado na evropski ravni. Vsaka država bo na podlagi prejetih prijav na nacionalni natečaj do junija 2013 izbrala dve, ki ju bo predlagala za natečaj na evropski ravni.
Več:

Spletna stran natečaja
· Nov mednarodni sporazum za trgovanje s storitvami
Evropska komisija je Svetu EU poslala prošnjo, naj ji potrdi okvir za začetek poganjanj z 21 članicami Svetovne trgovinske organizacije (WTO) o novem mednarodnem sporazumu o trgovanju s storitvami. Pogajanja bodo vključevala vse sektorje s področja storitev, vključno s storitvami s področja informacijsko-komunikacijskih tehnologij, logitistiko in transportom ter finančnimi storitvami za podjetja. Namen pogajanj je vzpostaviti nova pravila za trgovanje s storitvami.  
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o storitvah
· Posodobljen vodnik za storitve splošnega gospodarskega pomena
Evropska komisija je objavila posodobljen vodnik za razlago uporabe pravil EU pri storitvah splošnega gospodarskega pomena na področjih državne pomoči, javnih naročil in notranjega trga. V njem na primer podrobneje razlaga možnosti, ki jih imajo države članice za opredelitev storitev splošnega gospodarskega pomena, zahteve za pravni akt, ki ponudniku dodeli tovrstno storitev, in pravila o tem, kako lahko ponudnik prejme nadomestilo za zagotavljanje takšnih storitev.
Več:

Posodobljen vodnik
in

Spletna stran o storitvah splošnega gospodarskega pomena
· Predlog za izboljšanje varnosti zaposlenih, ki so izpostavljeni nevarnim kemikalijam
Evropska komisija je objavila predlog za boljšo zaščito zaposlenih, ki so izpostavljeni nevarnim kemikalijam. Predlaga ustrezno dopolnitev in posodobitev petih evropskih direktiv, med drugim poenotenje informiranja o vsebnosti nevarnih kemikalij in z njimi povezanimi tveganji. 
Več: 

Spletna stran s predlogom Komisije
· Politični dogovor o vzpostavitvi sheme za zaposlovanje mladih
Ministri, pristojni za delo, so na zasedanju Sveta EU za delo, socialno politiko, zdravje in varstvo potrošnikov dosegli politični dogovor o shemi za mlade, katere cilj je, da bo ob uveljavitvi vsem mladim, mlajšim od 25 let, ki so brez zaposlitve, zagotovila kakovostno ponudbo za zaposlitev, nadaljevanje izobraževanja, pripravništvo ali vajeništvo. Ministri so potrdili tudi smernice za politike zaposlovanja in za socialne politike. 
Več:

Zaključki Sveta EU
in

Smernice za politike zaposlovanja in socialne politike
· Koristi od izvajanja politik za aktivno staranje za trg dela
Reforme na vseh ravneh so potrebne, da bo izvajanje politik za aktvno staranje zagotovilo koristi na trgu dela, je pokazala raziskava Evropske komisije. Ta raziskava je ena od pobud, s katerimi želi Evropska komisija spobuditi javno razpravo o aktivnem staranju in izmenjavo dobrih praks med državami članicami.
Več:

Poročilo
5. FINANČNE STORITVE

· Neenotnost držav članic glede omejitve prejemkov uprav bank
Finančni ministri članic EU v  okviru zakonodaje o novih zahtevah za kapitalsko ustreznost bank niso dosegli dogovora predvsem zaradi neenostnosti glede omejitve prejemkov uprav bank. Dogovor bodo skušali dokončati na tehnični ravni pogajanj.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
6. REGIONALNA POLITIKA

· Dialog med župani prestolnic  in Evropsko komisijo
Evropski komisar za regionalno politiko Johannes Hahn je gostil prvo neposredno srečanje med Evropsko komisijo in prestolnicami EU. Med župani, ki so se udeležili tega srečanja je bil tudi župan Ljubljane Zoran Janković. Župane, ki so se udeležili srečanja, je komisar pozval, naj prevzamejo vodilno vlogo v prizadevanjih za oživitev in rast gospodarstva. Cilj srečanja je bil spodbuditi dialog med župani evropskih prestolnic in njihov dialog z Evropsko komisijo ter jih vključiti v izpolnjevanje ciljev načrta za rast iz strategije Evropa 2020. Po novem je Generalni direktorat za regionalno in mestno politiko pri Evropski komisiji pristojen za usklajevanje pobud mestne politike Evropske unije. Komisija predlaga okrepljeno vlogo mest pri izvajanju celostnih urbanih pobud, zavzema pa se tudi za kodeks ravnanja za okrepitev udeležbe lokalnih skupnosti pri načrtovanju in uporabi sredstev. 
Več:
Sporočilo Evropske komisije

7. TRANSPORT IN ENERGETIKA

· Promoviranje energetsko učinkovitih vozil
Evropska komisija je objavila nove smernice, kako naj države članice uporabljajo finančne spodbude, da se bo čim bolj povečalo povpraševanje po energetsko učinkovitih vozilih. Zdaj ima vsaka država članica svoja pravila, Evropska komisija pa ocenjuje, da bo te spodbude mogoče učinkoviteje porabljati na podlagi enotnih smernic. 
Več:

Nove smernice
in

Strategija EU o čistih in energetsko učinkovitih vozilih
· Zagreb in Aberdeen sta letošnja nagrajenca za trajnostno mobilnost
Evropska komisija je razglasila dobitnika nagrade evropskega tedna mobilnosti in nagrade za najboljši načrt trajnostne mobilnosti v mestih za leto 2012. Mesto Zagreb je nagrado dobilo za dobro organizirano promocijsko kampanjo za teden mobilnosti, močno povezavo s temo za leto 2012 (Prava smer je gibanje) in 62 ločenih dejavnosti, pri katerih je sodelovalo več kot 150.000 državljanov. V hrvaški prestolnici so se dogodki vrstili ves teden: Zagrebčani so se lahko udeležili tečajev fitnesa in izobraževalnih seminarjev, se peljali s starinskimi tramvaji, obiskali kolesarske informacijske centre in pomagali pri preurejanju javnih parkirišč za kolesa. Okoljske koristi tedna mobilnosti so ugotavljali z merjenjem kakovosti zraka in ravni hrupa. Načrt Aberdeena za trajnostno mobilnost, za katerega je mesto dobilo nagrado, vključuje družbene, integracijske, varnostne, okoljske in ekonomske cilje ter se osredotoča na trajnosten promet. Načrt so pripravljali v tesnem sodelovanju z meščani in zainteresiranimi stranmi s pomočjo delavnic, vprašalnikov, promocijske kampanje ter inovativnih družbenih medijev in spleta. Za enako nagrado kot Abadeen se je potegovalo slovensko mesto Ljutomer. 
Več:
Spletna stran o trajnostni mobilnosti
in

Spletna stran tedna mobilnosti
in

Spletna stran načrtov mest za trajnostno mobilnost
8. EKOLOGIJA IN TRAJNOSTNI RAZVOJ

· Opazovalna skupina za biogospodarstvo
Evropska komisija bo ustanovila opazovalno skupino za pregled napredka in merjenje učinka razvoja biogospodarstva Evropske unije. Zbirala bo podatke za spremljanje razvoja trgov in tako omogočala pregled nad biogospodarskimi politikami EU, nacionalnimi in regionalnimi biogospodarskimi politikami, raziskovalnimi in inovacijskimi zmogljivostmi ter obsegom z njimi povezanih javnih in zasebnih naložb. Opazovalno skupino bo koordiniralo Skupno raziskovalno središče, ki je notranja znanstvena služba Komisije. Samo v Evropi je biogospodarstvo po podatkih Evropske komisije vredno že okoli 2.000 milijard evrov (okoli 9% BDP) in zaposluje 22 milijonov ljudi. Komisija preučuje možnost novih javno-zasebnih partnerstev v biotehnoloških industrijskih panogah, da bi pomagala pospešiti razvoj sektorja. Odločitev v zvezi s tem bo predvidoma sprejela junija 2013.
Več:

Spletna stran o biogospodarstvu
· Evropska komisija podpira trajnostni turizem
Vsak turist pusti za seboj smeti, uporablja vodo in energijo, pravijo na Evropski komisiji. Za evropske turistične destinacije je zaradi tega treba zagotoviti trajnostno upravljanje. Evropska komisija je za to objavila navodila, kako izmeriti, ali so posamezne turistične dejavnosti trajnostne. Objavila jih je v brošuri Tourism Indicator System Toolkit.
Več:

Brošura
· Zelena knjiga o ravnanju z odpadki iz plastičnih mas
Evropska komisija je objavila zeleno knjigo o ravnanju z odpadki iz plastičnih mas in o njej odprla javno posvetovanje,ki bo odprto do začetka junija. Namen zelene knjige je začeti strukturirano razpravo o tem, kako poskrbeti za to, da bodo plastični izdelki v celotnem življenjskem krogu bolj trajnostni, in kako zmanjšati učinek odpadkov iz plastičnih mas na okolje. 

Več:

Zelena knjiga
in

Spletna stran javnega posvetovanja
9. VARSTVO POTROŠNIKOV

· Predlog novih pravil za izboljšanje varnosti potrošniških proizvodov
Evropska komisija je predlagala nova pravila za izboljšanje varnosti potrošniških proizvodov na enotnem trgu in okrepitev nadzora trga vseh neživilskih proizvodov, vključno s tistimi, ki so uvoženi iz tretjih držav. Nevarni proizvodi ne bi smeli priti do potrošnikov in drugih uporabnikov, k njihovemu hitrem umiku s trga pa bo največ prispevala boljša identifikacija in sledljivost proizvodov, je prepričana Komisija. Potem ko bosta Evropski parlament in Svet EU sprejela nova pravila, jih bodo izvajali nacionalni organi za nadzor trga v državah članicah. Dva zakonodajna predloga dopolnjuje še večletni načrt za nadzor trga, ki določa 20 ukrepov, ki jih je treba sprejeti do leta 2015 za izboljšanje nadzora trga v sedanjem regulativnem okviru, dokler ne bodo začela veljati nova pravila. 

Več:

Predlog svežnja Evropske komisije
in

Predlog uredbe o varnosti potrošniških proizvodov
in

Predlog uredbe o nadzoru trga
in

Predlog 20 ukrepov
in

Spletna stran o varstvu potrošnikov
· RAPEX
Hitri sistem obveščanja EU o nevarnih proizvodih, ki krožijo na evropskem trgu. Posodobitve za februar 2013 – marec 2013:
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=501
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=500
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=499
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=498
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=497
10. RR IN INOVACIJE

· Evropska sredstva za razvoj tehnologije 5G
Evropska komisija bo namenila 50 milijonov evrov za raziskave za razvoj mobilne tehnologije pete generacije (5G) do leta 2020. Po oceni Komisije se bo promet z uporabo mobilne tehnologije v obdobju od leta 2010 do leta 2020 povečal za 33-krat. Do interneta bodo ljudje dostopali predvsem prek brezžičnih naprav, kot so pametni telefoni in tablični računalniki. Vsi sektorji gospodarstva bodo postali digitalni. METIS, 5GNOW, iJOIN, TROPIC, Mobile Cloud Networking, COMBO, MOTO in PHYLAWS so nekateri raziskovalni projekti za razvoj mobilnih tehnologij pete generacije.

Več:

Spletna stran o omrežjih prihodnosti
in

Spletna stran projekta METIS
in
Spletna stran projekta 5GNOW

in

Spletna stran projekta iJOIN
in

Spletna stran projekta TROPIC
in

Spletna stran projekta Mobile Cloud Networking
in

Spletna stran projekta COMBO
in

Spletna stran projekta MOTO
in

Spletna stran projekta PHYLAWS
· 144 milijonov evrov za raziskave redkih bolezni
Evropska komisija je objavila, da je namenila 144 milijonov evrov za 26 novih raziskovalnih projektov za raziskovanje redkih bolezni. V izbranih projektih sodeluje več kot 300 udeležencev iz 29 držav v Evropi in zunaj nje, vključno s skupinami z vodilnih akademskih ustanov, majhnih in srednjih podjetjih in skupinami pacientov. Projekti zajemajo širok spekter redkih bolezni, denimo bolezni srca in ožilja, presnovne in imunološke motnje. Delo projektnih skupin bo zajemalo razne raziskovalne dejavnosti, denimo: nova biološka umetna jetra za zdravljenje akutne odpovedi jeter; zmogljivi postopki obdelave podatkov za razvoj novih diagnostičnih orodij, bioloških označevalcev in presejalnih strategij pri zdravljenju redkih bolezni ledvic; klinični razvoj zdravila za zdravljenje alkaptonurije, genske motnje, ki povzroči hudo obliko in zgodnji pojav artritisa ter srčno bolezen in invalidnost in za katero trenutno ni na voljo učinkovitega zdravljenja. Pri projektu »Zmogljivi postopki obdelave podatkov za razvoj novih diagnostičnih orodij« sodeluje slovenski Inštitut za ekonomska raziskovanja. 
Več:
Sporočilo s projekti
in 

Spletna stran o raziskavah redkih bolezni
11. KULTURA IN IZOBRAŽEVANJE
· Vzpostavitev omrežja virtualnih učilnic za šole »eTwinning Plus«
Pobuda eTwinning Plus je pilotni projekt, ki se je začel v okviru sosedske politike EU. Omogočil je, da so se omrežju »eTwinning«, ki je k medsebojnemu sodelovanju prek interneta spodbudilo že več kot 100 000 šol v 33 evropskih državah, pridružile šole v Armeniji, Azerbajdžanu, Gruziji, Moldaviji in Ukrajini. Proračun za pobudo eTwinning Plus znaša 834 000 evrov. Približno polovica tega zneska bo namenjena naložbam v razvoj nove spletne platforme in usklajevanju, preostanek pa sofinanciranju partnerskih podpornih agencij. 
Več:

Spletna stran eTwinning Plus
in

Portal eTwining
12. KMETIJSTVO

· Slovenija mora vrniti 286 milijonov evrov
Evropska komisija je v okviru tako imenovanega postopka potrditve obračunov zahtevala vračilo 414 milijonov evrov sredstev za kmetijsko politiko EU, ki so jih države članice porabile neupravičeno. Slovenija mora vrniti 98 tisoč evrov premij za živali zaradi nedoseganja najmanjše stopnje kontrol na kraju samem za ovce in zaradi neizvajanja sankcij v primeru prepoznega označevanja goveda, 188 tisoč evrov pa za pomoč na površino zaradi pomanjkljivosti pri izračunavanju pravic.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Kmetijske zadruge imajo pomembno vlogo v verigi za oskrbo s hrano
Evropska komisija je objavila rezultate študije o vlogi kmetijskih zadrug in organizacij proizvajalcev v verigi za oskrbo s hrano. Ena od ugotovitev te študije je, da imajo te organizacije pomembno vlogo v verigi za oskrbo s hrano, saj kmetom omogočajo, da dobijo večji del vrednosti prometa. Razmere v Sloveniji je v okviru študije preučil Andrej Udovč z ljubljanske biotehniške fakultete.
Več:

Poročilo
in

Spletna stran o študiji 
· Rezultati študije o izdelkih z geografsko zaščito
Evropska komisija je objavila študijo o dodani vrednosti sheme EU za zaščito imen živilskih in kmetijskih proizvodov. Za Slovenijo je študija pokazala, da je delež prodaje proizvodov z geografskimi označbami v vrednosti prodaje vseh živil in pijač, nad povprečjem EU. Pred njo je samo sedem članic EU.
Več:

Študija
13. JUGOVZHODNA EVROPA IN SOSEDSKA POLITIKA

· Boj proti organiziranemu kriminalu in trgovini z ljudmi v soseščini EU
Evropska komisija je zagotovila 1,5 milijona evrov za projekt za boj proti organiziranemu kriminalu in trgovanju z ljudmi v Azerbajdžanu, Bosni in Hercegovini, Moldaviji in Turčiji. Gre za pilotni projekt, ki predvideva izmenjavo informacij, usposabljanje pristojnih organov za boj proti organiziranemu kriminalu in trgovini z ljudmi ter izmenjavo dobrih praks.  
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Bosna in Hercegovina je prejela prvi obrok pomoči
Bosna in Hercegovina je od EU dobila nakazan prvi obrok pomoči v višini 50 milijonov evrov. EU pričakuje, da bodo država in lokalne skupnosti ta sredstva uporabile za ukrepe za spodbujanje gospodarske rasti in izboljšanje življenjskega standarda prebivalcev. 
Več:
Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Predlog akcijskega načrta za odpravo vizumov med EU in Gruzijo
Evropska komisija je predstavila akcijski načrt za odpravo vizumov med EU in Gruzijo. Načrt določa vse tehnične pogoje, ki jih mora Gruzija izpolniti pred morebitno vzpostavitvijo brezvizumskega režima. V štirih delih obsega ukrepe na področjih varnost dokumentov, upravljanje meja in migracij, javni red in varnost, ter pomembna vprašanja na področju zunanjih odnosov.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· EU in Gruzija sta podpisali sporazum o financiranju izvedbe reform
Na podlagi sporazuma, ki ga je podpisala z EU, ima Gruzija za izvedbo reform na voljo 20 milijonov evrov evropskih sredstev. Ta pomoč je namenjena predvsem krepitvi institucij, da bodo lahko izvedle potrebne reforme na treh glavnih področjih, ki so trgpovina, nadzor in koordinacija sporazumov med EU in Gruzijo.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
14. NAJAVE DOGODKOV

· Save Energy Now
Bruselj, april 16 - 17, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· Contaminants and Residues in Food
Mainz, april 22, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· Gas Week 2013
Bruselj, april 23 - 25, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· Environmental Risk Assessment of Biocides
Köln, april 25, 2013 
Več informacij tukaj
· 5th Annual University Rankings Symposium

Bruselj, april 30, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· EU Fact Finding
Bruselj, maj 03, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· 5th International Conference on Computer Supported Education
Aachen, maj 06 - 08 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· 9th IPB Erasmus Week
Braganca, maj 06 – 10, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· Smart Water Systems
London, maj 08 – 09, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· SMARTGREENS 2013
Aachen, maj 09 - 10, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· Pesticide Residues in Food
Düsseldorf, maj 15 - 16, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· European Project Planning
Firence, maj 20 – 25, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· 7th Annual HSE Excellence Europe
Praga, maj 22 - 23, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· Power Trading Summit 2013
Frankfurt, maj 22 - 23, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· International Summit on Business Intelligence and Data Warehousing

Rim, maj 23 - 24, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· 36th Euroheat & power Congress
Dunaj, maj 27 - 28, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· Renewable Energy Finance & Infrastructure Summit
Dunaj, maj 28 – 29, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· Save the PLANET: Waste management & Recycling
Sofija, maj 29 - 31, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
· Sustainable Cities
Koebenhaven, maj 30 junij 01, 2013
Več informacij tukaj
15. ZANIMIVE PUBLIKACIJE
· European competitiveness report 2012: Reaping the benefits of globalization
· Gendercide: The missing women?
· Employment and social developments in Europe 2012
· Active ageing and gender equality policies: The employment and social inclusion of women and men of late working and early retirement age
· EU enlargement anno 2012: A progressive engagement
· Union for the Mediterranean regional employability review : The challenge of youth employment in the Mediterranean
· Analysis of the future research needs for official statistics
· Making hate crime visible in the European Union: Acknowledging victims’ rights
· Income from work after retirement in the EU
· Euratom FP7 research & training projects
· EU scientific seminar 2011
· German SMEs on a sounder financial footing
· Financial Development, Bank Efficiency and Economic Growth across the Mediterranean
· Bank bonus compromise bodes ill for the Single Supervisory Mechanism
· Brazil and the EU in the Global Economy
· How to expand renewable energy after 2020
· Health at a Glance: Europe 2012
· China’s Economic Conditions
· Does Gender Inequality Hinder  Development and Economic Growth?
· Global Forecast Update
· Governing Innovation for Sustainable Development: Designing creative institutions
· Strengthening Canada’s Cultures of Innovation: Strategic Plan 2013-16
16. PRILOGE
· PRILOGA 1: Is Germany the model to follow?
CEPS/ Brussels
Ten years ago Germany was considered to be the sick man of Europe. Its economy was mired in recession while the rest of Europe was recovering. Germany’s unemployment rate was higher than the euro area average, it was violating European rules on excessive deficits and its financial system was in crisis. Today, however, Germany is held up as a model for other countries to follow.

In considering this turnaround one has to distinguish between what can be done by a government and what remains the responsibility of the social partners and society at large. The one area where the government is clearly in charge is that of public finance. In 2003 Germany ran a fiscal deficit of close to 4% of GDP. This does not seem high by today’s standards, but back then it was higher than the EU average. Today, the country has a balanced budget whereas most of the rest of the euro area still has deficits higher than those of Germany ten years ago. The turnaround in public finances was mostly due to a reduction in expenditure. In 2003 general government expenditure amounted to almost 46% of GDP, above the euro area average. But expenditure was cut by five percentage points of GDP over

the next five years. As a result, on the eve of the ‘great recession’, Germany had one of the lowest expenditure ratios in Europe.

But the government could not really do much about Germany’s main problem, namely its perceived lack of competitiveness. It is hard to imagine today, but during the first years of the euro Germany was generally thought to be uncompetitive because of its high wage costs. When the euro was introduced it was widely feared that this problem could not be resolved because Germany could no longer adjust its exchange rate. But, as we now know, Germany did become competitive again. Today the country is even viewed as having become too competitive due to a combination of wage restraint and productivity-enhancing structural reforms. But a closer look at the data reveals that the former was decisive, not the latter.

Wage restraint was the key element, but it could not be imposed by the German government. It happened essentially because the German labour market was working. Persistently high unemployment between 2000 and 2008 forced workers to accept lower wages and longer working hours, while wages continued to increase by 2-3% p.a. in the booming peripheral countries. It is thus not surprising that until 2008 unit labour costs in Germany fell relative to those in the rest of the euro zone.
On the other hand, while the German government did enact important labor-market reforms a decade or so ago, those measures apparently had no impact on productivity. All of the available data show that Germany had one of Europe’s lowest rates of productivity growth over the last ten years.

That is not surprising, given the absence of any reforms whatsoever in the service sector, which is widely regarded as over-regulated and protected. Manufacturing productivity increased somewhat, owing to intense international competition. But, even in Germany, the service sector remains twice as large as the industrial branches.

Deep service-sector reforms would thus be necessary to generate meaningful productivity gains in the German economy. But this did not happen even in 2003, because all the attention was focused on international competitiveness and manufacturing.

Nonetheless, the German model does hold some useful lessons for the eurozone’s embattled peripheral countries today. Long-term fiscal consolidation requires, in the first instance, expenditure restraint; and labor-market reforms can, over time, bring marginal groups into employment.

But the biggest challenge for countries such as Italy or Spain remains competitiveness. The periphery can grow again only if it succeeds in exporting more. Wages are already falling under the weight of extremely high unemployment rates. But this is the most painful way out, and it generates intense social and political instability. A much better way to reduce labor costs would be to increase productivity – and Germany is no model in this respect.

Fortunately, however, some peripheral countries are now being forced by their creditors to undertake drastic reforms not only of their labor markets, but also of their service sectors. The reforms, even if initially implemented under duress, represent the strongest grounds for optimism. Over time, they will foster productivity and flexibility, and the countries that implement them thoroughly should thus become more competitive.

The most important lesson that has emerged from the reversal of fortunes within the eurozone over the last ten years is that one should not extrapolate from the difficulties of the moment. The reforms undertaken in some peripheral countries are much deeper than those undertaken by Germany a decade ago. Those countries that persist with these reform efforts could well emerge leaner and more competitive.

Those that do not (Italy appears to be heading in this direction) will be stuck in a low-growth trap for a long time, while Germany’s top position is not guaranteed forever. Indeed, where individual countries will end up in ten years is highly uncertain, and the current pecking order within the European economy could change quickly.

· PRILOGA 2: Ukraine-EU: the next lap
EPC/ Brussels
During 2012 EU-Ukraine relations reached an all-time low, with Ukraine accused of democratic backsliding and selective justice. The European Union kept high-level political dialogue to a minimum, moving to increasingly isolate Ukraine’s leadership. This included postponing a visit of President Viktor Yanukovych to Brussels and a boycott of Euro 2012 by political leaders, and for the first time in years, no EU-Ukraine summit took place. 
This policy failed to deliver any tangible results.  It was viewed in Kyiv as a ‘blame and shame’ policy, which further eroded trust as each side increasingly backed itself into a corner.  Today the EU seems to have modified its approach and appears to be putting greater emphasis on dialogue – focusing on solutions rather than blame – while also increasing public diplomacy. The European Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy, Stefan Füle, visited Ukraine on 7-8 February, the European Parliament’s Monitoring Mission continues to be actively engaged on the ground, and an EU-Ukraine Summit is slated for 25 February at which all thorny issues will be discussed.

It is widely hoped that the negative trend can be reversed and that Ukraine will take the necessary steps to sign an Association Agreement (AA) and Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA) with the EU at the November summit of the Eastern Partnership (EaP) in Vilnius. If this does not happen, it will represent a significant failure. Not only would it be the second summit at which there had been no progress, it would also seriously damage the credibility of the European Union’s EaP: firstly, in terms of the EU’s transformative power when faced with serious challenges in its neighbourhood; and secondly, without having the precedent of a signed AA, the EaP still lacks a success story.  Furthermore, while other countries such as Moldova have made good progress and seem set to shortly conclude negotiations, failure with Ukraine would have broad implications for the coherence and sustainability of the EU’s presence in the region. Because Ukraine has deep ties with both the EU and the countries of the region, it is something of a regional linchpin: crucial to stability and security.

Getting relations back on track

Ukraine needs to deliver tangible progress on three key areas: re-launching and consolidating the reform process (including judicial reform), addressing international concerns over the conduct of the 28 October parliamentary elections, and ending selective justice. In order to ‘persuade’ member states to sign the agreement, the European Commission needs clear proof that Ukraine is on the right track. These issues, which were outlined in the conclusions of the 10 December 2012 EU foreign ministers’ meeting, do not contain unfeasible ultimatums if sufficient political will is mustered.

A Progress Report is scheduled for May. While Ukraine’s leadership and opposition parties continue to declare their commitment to a ‘European choice’, question marks remain. Firstly, Ukraine’s approach towards EU-demanded reforms has been consistently piecemeal, irrelevant of who has been in power. So far, serious judicial reform has proven impossible, because various stakeholders with key interests in maintaining the current corrupt system have blocked the process. Secondly, the recent government shake-up has further weakened an already weak system of coordinating European integration. People who had previously declared a readiness to push reforms – Valeriy Khoroshkovskyi, Petro Poroshenko, Andrii Kluyev and Sergiy Tygipko – are no longer in office. Moreover, following the resignation of former First Vice-Prime Minister Khoroshkovskyi in December, none of the four newly-appointed Vice-Prime Ministers were given the European integration mandate. While new Foreign Minister Leonid Kozara and Prime Minister Mykola Azarov both have the issue in their portfolios, Ukraine really needs a dedicated minister for this job.

Thirdly, there seems to be a worrying lack of appetite for reform among the Ukrainian political elite. Since the parliamentary elections, much energy has been spent on preparations for the 2015 presidential elections, making already difficult political cooperation even trickier – especially in the opposition camp, which is not represented by a united political force. The opposition seems to be more interested in pushing for early presidential and parliamentary elections, rather than focusing on vital reforms.

Fourthly, Ukraine's economic situation is alarming. Prospects for growth are slim, external debt is high and currency reserves are decreasing. A much-needed IMF loan remains a distant prospect, with Kyiv still failing to meet the criteria laid down, including raising household gas prices. Meanwhile, Russia continues to pressure Ukraine into joining its own integration projects, the Customs Union/Eurasian Union. Moscow is ready to pay for that with cheaper gas, which could significantly reduce the burden on the Ukrainian economy. However, joining the Customs Union (CU) is not compatible with an EU DCFTA. Not wanting antagonise its big neighbour, Ukraine tried to cut a pragmatic deal with Russia which would have allowed Kyiv to partially join the CU, so as to not to lose the DCFTA. Moscow refused.

However, it seems unlikely that Ukraine would join the CU, even if its leadership strongly desired it. To do so would mean an irrevocable 180° turn in Ukraine’s consensus-based foreign integration strategy, handing over part of its sovereignty to Moscow and triggering a new political crisis in the country.    Furthermore, without a constitutional majority in the Rada, and with the opposition and civil society strongly opposed, it would be almost impossible for Ukraine to make this step. However, given Ukraine’s economic weight, without Kyiv on board it seems unlikely that the Eurasian Union would fly. Hence Moscow will continue to harness every means at its disposal to shift opinion in the country.

The road ahead

While members of the Rada are presently drafting a statement in favour of EU integration, it is not more words that are needed but decisive actions. Unfortunately recent decisions, such as the new criminal processes against Yulia Tymoshenko, are not conducive to this end.

The optimal outcome for 2013 would be for Ukraine to make enough progress to sign the AA and DCFTA, which would bring to an end the current stalemate, anchor Ukraine to the EU to a much greater degree, and potentially give the EU greater leverage on the country. Thereafter, it would be up to individual member states and the European Parliament to decide whether or not to ratify, based on Ukraine’s performance. It seems improbable that the EU would move ahead with signature if Ukraine had not met the criteria, as it would undermine the ‘more for more’ principle, which is the basis of Brussels’s Neighbourhood Policy. Should Kyiv fail to meet the EU criteria, it may mark the end of the AA and DCFTA in their current form, bringing the risk of stagnation in Ukraine-EU relations until the 2015 Ukrainian presidential elections, with the EU also preoccupied with institutional changes including a new Parliament and Commission.

While the ball is principally in Ukraine’s court, issues that are of concern to Kyiv should also be addressed.  These include questions related to commitments and obligations made by the EU related to the energy field under a 2005 Memorandum of Understanding and a Joint Declaration of 2009, which refer to solidarity and assistance in helping Ukraine to diversify its energy sources and suppliers. For example, the support that some member states have given to Russia’s South Stream pipeline, a competitor for transiting gas to Europe, and a perceived lack of support for Ukraine in its difficult gas talks with Russia have left Kyiv disappointed.

The EU must continue to use every available tool and mechanism to influence and facilitate the processes of democratisation and modernisation. This can include further supporting Europeanisation in different sectors which are important for the implementation of the Association Agreement, and acting as speedily as possible on visa liberalisation for Ukrainian citizens: once Ukraine has delivered the necessary reforms. There is a lot at stake.  With some 76% of Ukrainians supporting a stronger EU role in the country, the EU should not shy away from the challenges that Ukraine presents today but instead embrace them, not least for the sake of Ukrainian society.

· PRILOGA 3: Electricity Infrastructure – more border crossings or a borderless Europe?
Bruegel/ Brussels
Enabling the seamless trade in electricity across borders would help to deliver on all three European energy policy targets – security, sustainability and competitiveness. Security would be increased because local supply shortages can be addressed by importing electricity from elsewhere. A larger-than-national market would mean that competition between national energy companies should lead to increases in efficiency and reductions in prices. Finally, in a European market, intermittent supply of energy from local renewable sources can be reliably averaged across wide geographic areas, reducing the need (and thus costs) of back-up capacity and system-stabilising services. 

Based on this logic, the EU has been striving for more than 20 years to establish an internal electricity market. The target has been made concrete, with a deadline set in the Conclusions of the European Council of 4 February 2011, that the internal energy market should be completed by 2014. However, a number of milestones on the way to the deadline are about to be missed. 

The most recent news is that the start of market coupling is postponed. Market coupling is a system that in principle would ensure that price differentials between countries only arise when no additional transmission capacity can be made available. Already last year the deadline for the start of the arguably more advanced “flow-based market coupling” in the Central-Western region (Austria, Benelux, France) had to be postponed from September 2012 to November 2013 at the earliest. Now, the coupling of the Nordic markets with the Central-Western markets has also been delayed from the beginning of this year to November 2013. 

The development of network codes – that is detailed rules on all aspects of network operation relevant for cross-border electricity exchanges – is also running into difficulties. Delays are, for example, becoming likely for the network codes on “Capacity Allocation and Congestion Management” and on “Requirements for Generators”. The drafting of twelve interrelated network codes within only 12 months is already a tall order; these initial delays might result in tough trade-offs having to be made between speed and thoroughness. 

Finally, network extension has been slower than planned. About half of the projects in the European network operators’ 2010 network development plan have been considered as delayed in 2012. According to this report only 52 percent of the (sub-)projects are proceeding as planned, 28 percent are postponed because of delays in the authorisation process, 6 percent are delayed because generators rescheduled their plans, and 13 percent are delayed for other reasons. 

These delays might be symptoms of more structural difficulties. In a new Policy Contribution, we argue that the current approach is unable to align the incentives for energy companies with societal objectives, and to fully take the physical realities of the electricity system into account. We argue that without a bold step towards independent European network operation and planning, as well as some socialisation of network costs, we will not see the infrastructure needed to increase the reliability of the network, enable a truly borderless European electricity market, and facilitate the integration of renewables. 

· PRILOGA 4: Pool Debt, Or Face Dangerous Upheavals Across Europe
Friends of Europe/ Brussels

Economists have been warning since the 1970s that a fiscal union would be essential for monetary union to be sustainable. The founders of the eurozone paid no heed to these warnings, but it is patently clear that they were mistaken in this. The result is that we face a hard choice: either we fix this fundamental design flaw and move to a fiscal union, or we choose not to fix it and so must face up to abandoning the euro. 

 

During the 1990s I was sceptical about the desirability of a monetary union, and now my view is that we couldn’t adequately cope with a dismantling of the eurozone; its disintegration would mean really profound economic, social and political upheavals throughout Europe. So if we want to avoid outcomes of that sort, we must start to seek strategies that will move us closer towards a fiscal union. 

 

A fiscal union such as that in the United States is so far off that there is no reasonable prospect for the eurozone’s achieving this any time soon, or even in our lifetime. But that doesn’t mean that the idea of establishing a fiscal union is a chimera. I want to argue here in favour of a strategy for taking small steps that can lead us in the right direction. 

 

Before outlining this strategy, it is important to underline one of the main design failures of the eurozone because this can tell us what exactly has to be fixed. Eurozone governments issue debt in euros, a currency they cannot control. As a result, and in contrast to “stand-alone” countries like the UK, they cannot give a guarantee to bondholders that the cash will always be available to pay them at maturity. 

 

The fact that eurozone governments cannot give such a guarantee to bondholders makes them vulnerable to distrust and fear in the bond markets. This can trigger liquidity crises that in a self-fulfilling way then drive countries towards default, forcing them to apply austerity programmes that lead to deep recessions and ultimately to banking crises. This is not to say that countries which have overspent in the past don’t have to apply austerity. On the contrary, they most certainly will have to. It is rather that when financial markets are driven by panic that forces austerity on these countries with such intensity that it can trigger major social and political backlashes that may be uncontrollable. We can now see precisely these effects in a number of southern European countries. 

 

This diagnosis of the eurozone’s primary design failure leads us to the idea that some form of pooling of government debts is needed to overcome this flaw. By pooling eurozone governments’ debts, the weakest are protected from destructive movements of fear and panic that arise in the financial markets of monetary unions, and that in theory can hit any member country. Those that are strong today may become weak tomorrow, and vice versa. 

 

Not just any type of pooling of national debts is going to be acceptable. The major concern of the stronger countries that are asked to join in such an arrangement is that of moral hazard, i.e. the risk that those who profit from the credibility being conferred by the strong countries then exploit this and relax their efforts to reduce their debts and deficits. This risk of moral hazard is the single most important obstacle for pooling debts in the eurozone, and the second obstacle is that inevitably the strongest countries will have to pay a higher interest rate on their own debts as they become jointly liable for the debts of governments whose creditworthiness isn’t so great. In other words, debt pooling must be designed in such a way as to overcome these obstacles. 

 

Here are three principles that should be followed when designing this type of debt pooling. First, it should be partial so that a significant part of national governments’ debt must remain their own responsibility, so as to give them a continuing incentive to reduce their debts and deficits. Several proposals have been made on how to achieve this, notably Jakob von Weizsäcker and Jacques Delpla’s Blue Bond proposal in 2010. 

 

Second, an internal transfer mechanism between the members of the eurozone pool must ensure that the less creditworthy countries compensate at least partially the more creditworthy ones. Third, a tight control mechanism on the progress of national governments towards achieving sustainable debt levels must be an essential part of debt pooling. The Padoa-Schioppa group – set-up by the Paris-based think tank Notre Europe in honour of the late Tommaso Padoa-Schioppa – recently proposed a gradual loss of control over their own national budgetary process for those governments that sin against the eurozone’s budgetary rules. 

 

An argument that is often heard, especially in northern Europe, is that debt mutualisation puts the cart before the horse. This view is that we have to wait for a political union before we can think of mutualising debt. But how does one start a political union? Just waiting for it to arrive won’t make it happen. In the past, political union was often achieved by military force, but in Europe we clearly don’t want to use that approach. So the only way is to take small, consecutive steps towards political union. 

 

If history is any guide, we can turn to the example provided by Alexander Hamilton, who more than 200 years ago decided to mutualise the debts that individual American states had incurred during the revolutionary war. This was an important step towards America’s further political integration. Hamilton certainly didn’t take the view that one has to wait for political union to happen but took steps to realise a political union. 

 

The eurozone is in the toils of an existential crisis that slowly but inexorably is destroying its foundations. The only way to stop these existential challenges from taking over is to convince the financial markets that the eurozone is here to stay. A debt pooling that satisfies the principles laid down here will give a signal to the markets that the member countries of the eurozone are serious about their intention to stick together. Without this signal, the markets will not quiet down, making an end of the euro inevitable.

· PRILOGA 5: The five trends changing the EU landscape right now
Europe’s World/ Brussels

The European Union is undergoing a period of change right now. The pace and scope of these changes is not yet fully visible in the mainstream media reporting or the public opinion at large, even though many of these trends have been  accelerated by the economic and financial crisis and the increasing divide among national economies.
Changes stemming from policy direction to EU decision making processes are increasing the need for local public authorities and businesses to rethink the way they anticipate and adapt to new EU legislative developments, and in turn interact with EU policy makers. 

Firstly, the broader emergence of intergovernmental negotiations. Important issues, such as the establishment of a tax on financial transactions, now have a tendency to be promoted and agreed upon by a group of countries through intergovernmental negotiations. Even though these initiatives evolve within the EU institutional framework, they show that the Commission does no longer solely "owns" the clusive right of initiative to address pan-European problems and possible solutions. Another strig example is how the EU has been dealing with the financial crisis, this time with the Council, the European Central Bank and the Euro zone Group in the driving seats, and with the Commission in a more supporting role, only later on executing a “soft” power of policy orientation and moral suasion. 

Secondly, the expanding role of national parliaments and stakeholders in the EU decision-making process. The items of legislation coming out from the European institutions are more open to the interaction with national parliaments and stakeholders before they are finalised, and more often subject to local interpretation and “gold plating” after their adoption in Brussels. Meanwhile, new rules apply now for the control by member States of the Commission's delegated powers when implementing legislation that, in order to be effective, requires more technical and operational decisions.  
The “Directive” remains the dominating legal instrument used in EU law; one rarely sees proposals under the stricter form of a “Regulation” from the Commission.  Open public consultations, "soft law" as recommendations, and non-binding policy orientations, often included in anodyne communications that remain generally ignored by the media, are coming very much in vogue. They reflect the willingness of the EU institutions to deepen the dialogue and the engagement of national authorities and stakeholders at large, widening the opportunities for improving the outcome of the final EU decisions and their implementation by the national authorities. But too often this new “co-legislative” mindset remains aspirational or just formal, lacking the necessary investment of time and expertise required in Brussels and locally. 

Thirdly, the emergence of a more global perspective from the EU institutions. We can see a much wider and greater stance of the EU in international negotiations on trade, environment, labour, civil rights, financial supervision and governance, and criminal and defense issues, to mention but a few. This is not only driven by the Commission but maybe even more so by the European Parliament that aspires to assume the true leadership on the more political challenges of a global or regional reach beyond Europe. 

Fourthly, the silent discussion on new budget resources and tax. Taxation at the European level is the question most discussed at dinner tables in Brussels. This discussion is still in its infancy and is driven by the commitment to a closer political and financial union within the Eurozone countries. A development to watch is what area of taxation will be first to achieve a breakthrough: the environmental or the financial taxation. If the first direct taxation controlled by the EU institutions will be for example a tax on financial transactions then this will probably work as a catalyst to a deeper integration within the Euro zone, which would not be as evident concerning direct taxes on emissions. The road chosen regarding the structure of direct taxation is in many ways going to define what type of EU we will have in the coming years.

Fifthly, the views of the Europeans and the paradox of decreasing confidence and increasing expectations. According to the last pan-European public opinion poll (carried out in the autumn of 2012 among a representative sample of the adult population of the 27 member states) only 30% of the Europeans express a positive opinion on the EU. This rate has been decreasing consistently year after year, dropping from 52% in 2007. At the same time, the number of those expressing a negative opinion has increased from 15% to 29% over the same period of time, while the majority seems to be completely neutral with 39% being neither positive nor negative.

Meanwhile, one third of the Europeans say they trust the European Union, even slightly more so than they do their own national parliament or government. The European Union continues to be seen as the actor best able to take effective action to tackle the effects of the crisis, with a majority of Europeans thinking that the economic crisis will have positive results for the EU. More than eight in ten say that the different EU Member States will have to work more closely together, and more than half consider that the EU will eventually emerge stronger from the economic crisis, endorsing the direction taken to face the new challenges.

A renewed engagement of the civil society at large and of the public authorities at the national and local levels may contribute to ensure that the EU institutions will better deliver against the expectations of European citizens, always more concerned by the deterioration of their personal economic and social conditions. Eventually stop the erosion of confidence vis-à-vis EU and national policy makers. 

· PRILOGA 6: Why Europe should not worry about Italy?
EU Observer/ Brussels
Contrary to what many think, the sick man of Europe is Europe itself, not Italy. While seemingly a threat to EU stability and at the heart of possible contagion, Italy is historically used to navigating through uncertainty, short-lived governments and catastrophic economic forecasts.  Yet, the world continues to wonder where the Belpaese is heading to with a divided center-left, a never ending dawn of Berlusconi’s political influence, and with the impressive rise of the protest-driven party of a former comedian. 

Undoubtedly, Italy’s elections have produced an uncertain political situation, but the world should be aware by now that uncertainty is the norm, not the exception for Italy. Italy’s case has time and again struck foreign observers. How is it possible that such a dysfunctional system, ineffective institutions, widespread corruption and generalised limited care for rules would allow the country to become the eighth economy worldwide? 

Italy has developed in a constant state of emergency, short-term planning and flexible interpretation of laws. However inexplicable, this is the way it works in the peninsula. There are three elements that should reassure the markets and the international community that Italy will emerge from this crisis once again.

The first element is the strength of two key characteristic, which allow for the continuity of the country, namely its bureaucracy and its small and medium enterprises. Let’s try to understand why. Ironically, Italy’s national bureaucracy has ensured the continuity of the country’s central authority in the past 60 years. 

With a new government every 11 months, bureaucracy has helped to maintain the system together by ensuring that the high political turnover did not affect the institutional continuity of government. Moreover, despite being harshly struck by the economic crisis, Italy’s small and medium enterprises, which account for 70 percent of Italian GDP, continue to represent the backbone of the Italian economic and social structure.

Second, the political rise of Beppe Grillo, the comedian-politician-entrepreneur who has shaken Europe’s economic and political certainties, should not be considered as a more destabilising political figure - if not in his personal style - than French leader Francois Hollande or British PM David Cameron. 

Grillo’s political programme is composed of several common sense points, many of which have been advanced by other political parties as well and would only help to strengthen the bond between the citizens and the state.  Other points are tailored to address popular concerns fueled by the growing inequalities and resentment towards EU policies. Grillo calls for an increase of taxes on the wealthy and has questioned, under the current circumstances and EU obligations, Italy's membership of the euro.

He nevertheless re-affirmed the importance of building a truly united European Union and sees the future of Italy firmly anchored within a fairer and more democratic Europe.  To what extent is this different from Hollande’s 75 percent wealth tax or Cameron’s proposal to have a referendum on whether the UK should remain in the EU?  Grillo’s agenda is not scarier than theirs, and his 25 percent of the votes does not grant him with the majority.

Finally, despite enormous limits in their leadership and their shared responsibility for lack of reforms in the past years, the Democratic Party (PD) and the People of Freedom Party (PdL) reacted to the deadlock reached by the country in late 2011 and jointly supported Mario Monti’s technocratic government. 

This experience, mainly aimed at reassuring international financial markets about the solidity of Italy’s budget and institutions, could be repeated if conditions in the eurozone require it. Italy indeed is a difficult beast to understand – let alone tame - for the other European countries, but it is an anchor, not an iceberg, for the European integration process.  Obviously, Italy’s economic troubles should not be underestimated, but they should not raise greater concerns than those in Spain and France.

Italy will deal with its domestic uncertainties. Europeans should be more concerned about the lack of progress, beyond a useful and yet scarcely revolutionary banking union, of an EU austerity package which has failed to be coupled with the necessary social and economic growth measures necessary to jumpstart renewed trust in European institutions. The greatest dangers for the EU come from this, not Italian party politics.
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