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Uvodnik

Globalizacija ni zajela le vsa ekonomska področja (selitev industrij, internacionalizacija storitev, velika gibljivost kapitala , kakor tudi masovne migracije), ampak se vse bolj čuti tudi na področjih raziskav in ne na koncu izobraževanja, posebej seveda univerzitetnega izobraževanja. Bolj kot kdajkoli v zgodovini, se je univerzitetno izobraževanje internacionaliziralo in vse več je mobilnosti študentov in profesorjev. Znanje je tudi v svetovnem merilu postalo blago, ki se giblje preko državnih meja. Mnoge države so spoznale, da je izobražen človeški kapital ključni dejavnik razvoja, univerze pa so spoznale, da tuji študentje ne prispevajo le k bogatejšemu multikulturnem okolju, v katerem zorijo bodoči strokovnjaki, ki bodo delovali mednarodno, ampak lahko pomenijo tudi dejavnik stabilnosti vpisa ter prihodkov univerz.

Medtem ko so v preteklosti študentje iz svetovnega Juga praviloma hodili na študij v Severno Ameriko in Zahodno Evropo, so danes tokovi veliko bolj uravnoteženi in se uresničujejo v vse smeri: Sever-Sever, Jug-Jug ter seveda tudi Sever-Jug, vendar v obe smeri.

Še nekako do sredine 1980-tih je bila mobilnost vezana prvenstveno na osebno pobudo in omejene štipendijske možnosti, danes pa je v mnogih državah to področje razdelanih državnih programov, ki izhajajo iz ciljev razvojne politike, ki terja kar največ, visoko kvalitetnih mladih strokovnjakov. Po podatkih Mednarodnega inštituta za izobraževanje (I.I.E.) so sredstva za štipendije zahodnih držav nerezidentom (predvsem iz držav v razvoju) v zadnjih 30 letih celo nazadovala, pojavila pa se je vrsta drugih možnosti, vključno z »research granti«, s katerimi si npr. ZDA in Kanada pomagata dobiti raziskovalni podmladek. Ta sicer pridobi doktorate znanosti, vendar se v znatnem številu ne vrnejo domov, ampak ostanejo v »novi domovini« ter predstavljajo »brain gain«, ki je za obe državi pomemben dejavnik raziskovalne odličnosti in posledično njune tehnološko zasnovane, mednarodne konkurenčnosti.

Pestrost oblik internacionalizacije univerzitetnega študija lahko povzamemo v naslednje kategorije:

· univerze ustanavljajo svoje podružnice v drugih državah ter izdajajo svojo diplomo (»Study Abroad Programs«); 

· razvijajo se skupni programi 2 ali več univerz (»Program Partnership«);

·  mlajše univerze prevzemajo licencirane programe starejših, uglednih univerz iz drugih držav ter podeljujejo skupne  diplome (»Branch« ali »Offshore Campus«); 

· Zlasti na področju poslovnih ved določene visokošolske ustanove na osnovi franšize  izvajajo programe, ki so jih razvile druge univerze ali korporacije (»Corporate training«); 

· Visokošolske ustanove v eni državi pogodbeno izobražujejo tuje študente določenih profilov, ki bodo delovali v drugi državi (»Outward Bound«). 
Poleg tega je uveljavitev študija na daljavo, še posebej na e-študij, odprl izjemne možnosti študija v mednarodnih relacijah. Ena od univerz v Shanghai-ju naj bi imela v režimu e-študija vpisanih čez 100.000 študentov – pretežno iz azijskih držav.

Ne glede na obliko so največje prejemnice tujih študentov naslednje države (% svetovnega totala, ki je leta 2003 znašal 2,12 milijona): ZDA (28%), VB (12%), Nemčija (11%), Francija (10%), Avstralija (9%), Japonska (4%), RF (3%), Španija (3%). Države OECD so torej še v prejšnjem desetletju bile dominantne prejemnice tujih študentov.

Stvari so se v zadnjih 15-20 letih radikalno spremenile. Shanghai je verjetno svetovna izobraževalna metropola po številu univerz in študentov, vključno s tujimi študenti. Zalivske države so se prav tako načrtno usmerile na izobraževanje v mednarodnih okvirih. Katarska fondacija je leta 1995 v Dohi ustanovila »Education City« kjer že deluje 8 tujih univerz, napovedanih pa je še nekaj dodatnih. V Dubaju so že leta 2003 ustanovili »Dubai Knowledge City«, kjer 13 univerz iz 7 držav izvaja univerzitetne izobraževalne programe, ne le za študente iz regije, ampak tudi številne tuje študente, saj poteka večina programov v angleškem jeziku. 

Nedvomno je zanimivo vprašanje, koliko je vreden trg izobraževalnih storitev?  Za leto 2000 je OECD ocenil vrednost teh storitev v državah članicah na 30 mlrd USD. Ameriška družba Merril Lynch pa je leto prej ocenila vrednost teh storitev v celem svetu na 2.000 mlrd USD. Če pogledamo finančni učinek izvoza in uvoza izobraževalnih storitev v letu 2000 za 9 držav OECD, dobimo podatka 18,3 mlrd USD za izvoz ter 4,5 mlrd USD za uvoz. Prispevek tujih študentov v gospodarstvu ZDA je Kurt Larsen ocenil za leto 2005 na 13 mlrd USD – povzeto po: Mary Kritz »Globalisation and Internationalisation of Tertiary Education« v študiji za OZN (UN/POP/MIG/SYMP/2006/02/Rev) iz leta 2006.

Slovenska visokošolska sfera je bila tradicionalno premalo odprta, vendar se položaj popravlja. Zahvaljujoč Erasmus programu se je število študentov, ki opravijo del študija na neki tuji univerzi  dvignilo v zadnjih 10 letih iz 227 na 1.368 . To predstavlja  0,6% vseh Erasmus študentov, kar je  malo več  kot znaša naš delež študentov v skupnem številu študentov v EU (0,58%) - delež Slovenije v prebivalstvu EU pa znaša 0,4%.   

Rast Erasmus študentov iz Slovenije je skromna: npr. v letih 2008/2009 – 2009/2010 je bila rast med 5 in 7% (kar 17 držav je imelo višjo rast). V istem obdobju je bila dokaj skromna tudi rast števila učiteljev, ki so predavali na tujih univerzah zahvaljujoč Erasmus programu.

Po deležu Erasmus študentov med diplomiranci pa je Slovenija med boljšimi državami v EU -  le 8  članic ima višji delež od našega (ta je v letu 2009 znašal 7,5%).  

Manj zadovoljiva pa je izmenjava profesorjev. Njihov delež med vsemi aktivnimi profesorji je v Sloveniji zelo nizek (nižji je le za Finsko) in njihovo število  (v študijskem letu 2009-2010 jih je predavalo na tujih univerzah  le 277, v Slovenijo pa jih je prišlo 316) narašča  dokaj počasi, po letni stopnji 5-7%, medtem ko beleži višjo stopnjo rasti kar 14 držav članic EU.  

Naše univerze ne izvajajo svojih programov na tujem, niso pa tudi posebej zainteresirane za partnerstva s tujimi univerzami. Podobna zgodba kot s tujimi naložbami v gospodarstvu. Ali to pomeni, da si nadejamo, da se bomo razvijali, globalizacijo pa ustavili pred našimi vrati? Takih »zgodb o uspehu« ni lahko najti kjerkoli po svetu, veliko pa je primerov uspešnega odpiranja držav - ob pro-aktivni razvojni strategiji, ki omogoča valorizacijo kvalitetnih, razvojnih potencialov ob ustrezni podpori  domače ekonomske (zlasti davčne) in R&D politike. 
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1. AKTUALNE NOVICE

· Pogodba o fiskalnem paktu je podpisana
Osrednji dogodek vrha EU, ki je bil 1. in 2. marca v Bruslju, je bil podpis pogodbe o stabilnosti, usklajevanju in upravljanju v gospodarski in denarni uniji, ki so jo na kratko poimenovali pogodba o fiskalnem paktu. Njena osnova je zlato pravilo, ki zahteva, da bodo morale države imeti svoje proračune uravnotežene oziroma v presežku. V skladu s tem pravilom strukturni primanjkljaj na letni ravni ne bo smel preseči 0,5 odstotka BDP. A v izjemnih primerih bodo proračuni podpisnic pogodbe lahko odstopali od tega pravila, recimo v primeru izjemnega dogodka zunaj nadzora (naravne katastrofe in podobno) ali v primeru hudega gospodarskega padca, če to začasno odstopanje ne bo ogrozilo srednjeročne fiskalne vzdržnosti. Strukturni primanjkljaj bo lahko znašal do 1 odstotka BDP v državah, ki imajo javni dolg občutno nižjmi od 60 odstotkov BDP in so tveganja glede srednjeročne vzdržnosti javnih financ majhna. Pogodbo o fiskalnem paktu so podpisale vse članice EU razen Velike Britanije in Češke. Zdaj je na vrsti ratifikacija v državah članicah. Predvideno je, da bo začela veljati 1. januarja 2013. 

Več:

Sporočilo o podpisu pogodbe
in

Besedilo pogodbe
· Evropska komisija je predstavila prvo poročilo o mehanizmu opozarjanja za odpravo makroekonomskih neravnovesij
Med 12 članicami EU, za katere Evropska komisija ocenjuje, da potrebujejo podrobnejšo analizo zaradi tveganj makroekonomskih neravnovesij, je tudi Slovenija. Zanjo Evropska komisija navaja, da takšno analizo potrebuje zaradi hitrega kopičenja notranjih neravnovesij z velikim povečanjem stroškov na enoto dela, posojil v zasebnem sektorju in cen nepremičnin. Slovenski bančni sektor z visoko stopnjo finančnega vzvoda se sooča z resnimi težavami, saj se gospodarstvo trenutno nahaja v zgodnji fazi težavnega procesa zmanjševanja finančnega vzvoda, ugotavlja Komisija. Postopek v zvezi z makroekonomskim neravnovesjem je nov instrument, ki pomaga odkrivati in popravljati tvegan gospodarski razvoj. Evropska komisija je prvo poročilo pripravila na podlagi preglednice desetih makroekonomskih kazalnikov, kot so izguba konkurenčnosti, visoka raven zadolženosti ali prenapihnjene cene premoženja, in ob upoštevanju drugih ekonomskih podatkov. 

Več:

Poročilo Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o postopkih glede makroekonomskih neravnovesjih
· Bela knjiga o zagotovitvi ustreznih, vzdržnih in varnih pokojnin
Pokojnine so zdaj glavni vir dohodka za približno četrtino prebivalstva EU in tudi mladi Evropejci bodo nekega dne odvisni od pokojnine. Če Evropa ne bo poskrbela za dostojne pokojnine danes in v prihodnosti, bodo milijoni starost preživeli v revščini. Evropsko prebivalstvo se stara, ker ljudje živijo dlje in imajo manj otrok. S prihodnjim letom se bo delež za delo sposobnega prebivalstva že začel zmanjševati. Pokojnine pomenijo vedno večji finančni pritisk na nacionalne proračune, zlasti ob dodatni obremenitvi finančne in gospodarske krize. Evropska komisija je v podporo prizadevanjem držav članic objavila belo knjigo o ustreznih, varnih in vzdržnih pokojninah. V njej preučuje, kako se lahko EU in države članice spopadejo z velikimi izzivi, ki so pred našimi pokojninskimi sistemi. Poleg tega v njej navaja pobude za vzpostavitev pogojev, ki bodo za delo sposobnim omogočili, da ostanejo delovno aktivni, kar je pomembno za boljše razmerje med delovno aktivnim obdobjem in obdobjem pokoja. Bela knjiga temelji na rezultatih obširnega posvetovanja, ki se je začelo julija 2010.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Vmesna gospodarska napoved Evropske komisije
Da je Slovenija že v recesiji, je Evropska komisija navedla v vmesni gospodaski napovedi. Zdaj za letos Sloveniji napoveduje 0,1-odstotno krčenje bruto domačega proizvoda (BDP), v lanski jesenski napovedi ji je napovedala 1-odstotno rast BDP. Rahlo recesijo je Komisija napovedala za evroobmočje, za EU pa zastoj gospodarstva. Razlike v rasti posameznih držav članic ostajajo očitne. V letu 2012 je napoved za rast BDP negativna v devetih državah, nespremenjena v eni in pozitivna v sedemnajstih državah. Najvišja rast bo v Latviji, Litvi in na Poljskem, najnižja pa v Grčiji in na Portugalskem. Zaupanje podjetij in potrošnikov je v EU še vedno na nizki ravni, čeprav je bilo pred kratkim ugotovljeno rahlo izboljšanje, ker so se v finančnem sektorju pokazali znaki stabilizacije, navaja Evropska komisija. Na splošno v drugi polovici leta 2012 pričakuje postopno vrnitev zaupanja ter povečanje naložb in potrošnje.
Več:

Vmesna gospodarska napoved
in

Spletna stran z gospodarskimi napovedmi Evropske komisije
· Spodbujanje rasti in zaposlovanja
Voditelji EU so na vrhu EU 1. in 2. marca v Bruslju sprejeli sklepe s smernicami za ukrepanje na ravni EU in v državah članicah za zagotovitev rasti in zaposlovanja v EU in evroobmočju. Države članice morajo hitreje napredovati pri doseganju ciljev strategije Evropa 2020 in pospešiti reformna prizadevanja, določena v priporočilih za posamezne države za leto 2011. Navesti morajo ukrepe, ki jih nameravajo v ta namen sprejeti v okviru svojih nacionalnih programov reform in programov stabilnosti ali konvergenčnih programov. Voditelji so potrdili pet prednostnih nalog ukrepanja na ravni EU in nacionalni ravni za leto 2012, ki jih je določila Evropska komisija v letnem pregledu rasti. To so izvedba diferencirane in rasti prijazne fiskalne konsolidacije, ponovna vzpostavitev normalnega dodeljevanja posojil gospodarstvu, spodbujanje rasti in konkurenčnosti, spopadanje z brezposelnostjo in socialnimi posledicami krize ter posodobitev javne uprave.
Več:

Sklepi vrha EU
2. KRATKE NOVICE

· Predlogi za lažji dostop do skladov EU
Evropska komisija je objavila komunikacijo s predlogi, ki bi po njeni oceni majhnim in srednjim podjetjem, mestom in regijam, študentom in raziskovalcem in drugim po letu 2014, ko bo veljal nov finančni okvir omogočili lažji dostop do denarja iz skladov EU. Komisija ob tem države članice opozarja, da bodo ti ukrepi učinkoviti le, če bodo ustrezno prilagodile in poenostavile svoja pravila na nacionalni ravni.
Več: 

Spletna stran s predlogi Evropske komisije
· Poročilo o odpravljanju ovir za investiranje
Evropska komisija je objavila drugo poročilo o odpravljanju ovir za investiranje v strateških trgovinskih partnericah, ki so ZDA, Rusija, Kitajska, Indija, Japonska in države Mercosur. Posebno poglavje v poročilu se nanaša na Rusijo, ker lahko njena pridružitev Svetovni trgovinski organizaciji (WTO) pripomore k odpravi nekaterih ovir.   
Več:

Poročilo
· Koristi dokončanja vzpostavljanja skupnega trga na področju elektronskih komunikacij
Evropska komisija na podlagi rezultatov študije opozarja, da bi se BDP v EU lahko povečal za 110 milijard evrov na leto, če bi zaključili vzpostavljanje skupnega trga na področju elektronskih komunikacij. Vzpostavitev enotnega trga bi omogočila več konkurence, recimo omogočil bi, da bi ljudje na dopustu lahko imeli zagotovljen zdravstveni nadzor s strani svojega osebnega zdravnika. 
Več:

Študija
· Herman van Rompuy je dobil nov mandat
Voditelji članic EU so predsedniku Evropskega sveta Hermanu van Rompuyu podelili nov mandat, ki se izteče 30. novembra 2014. Hkrati je postal tudi predsedujoči vrhov evroskupine, ki jih vsaj dva krat na leto uvaja nova pogodba o fiskalnem paktu. 
Več:

Sporočilo sveta EU
· Stališče Sveta EU o drugem paketu predpisov o gospodarskem upravljanju
Svet EU je potrdil stališče, ki ga bo zastopal pri pogajanjih z Evropskem parlamentu o drugem paketu predpisov o gospodarskem upravljanju. Želja Sveta EU je doseči dogovor v prvem branju. Gre pa za okrepitev ocenjevanja proračunskih načrtov držav članic in poostritev nadzora nad državami, ki imajo resne težave na fiskalnem področju oziroma potrebujejo mednarodno pomoč.
Več:

Sklep Sveta EU 

· Zaključki Sveta EU o smernicah za proračun EU za leto 2013
Svet EU v zaključkih o smernicah za pripravo predloga proračuna EU za leto 2013 izpostavlja, da je pomembno vedeti, da bo priprava tega proračuna potekala v času gospodarske krize, zato bo treba upoštevati proračunske in gospodarske razmere v državah članicah in na vseh ravneh zagotoviti proračunsko disciplino. Pri prihodkih in izdatkih proračun EU za leto 2013 po mnenju Sveta EU ne bi smel preseči okvira, ki je določen v finančnem okviru za obdobje od leta 2007 do 2013. Poslanci Evropskega parlamenta so Svet EU poizvali, naj pri odločanju o zamrzovanju izdatkov upoštevajo zaveze in dejanske potrebe.
Več:

Zaključki Sveta EU
in

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Zaključki Sveta EU o sodelovanju držav članic v Paktu evro plus

Svet EU meni, da bi morali ministri za gospodarstvo in ministri za finance na enak način spremljati izvajanje zavez iz Pakta Evro plus, kot bodo po počeli glede evropskega semestra. V razpravah o davčni politiki bi se morali osredotočiti, kako bi z davčno politiko lahko podprli gospodarsko politiko in s tem rast in fiskalno konsolidacijo. 

Več:

Zaključki Sveta EU 

3. NOVA ZAKONODAJA

· Veljati so začela nova pravila za nadzor finančnih konglomeratov
Direktiva, ki finančnim nadzornikom omogoča boljši nadzor finančnih konglomeratov, kot so holdingi, je začela veljati v petek, 9. decembra. Omogočila naj bi, da bi prej odkrili probleme, ki bi posamezni konglomerat spravili v težave. 

Več:

Spletna stran o nadzoru finančnih konglomeratov
in

Sklep sveta Ecofin
· Sprejeta je uredba o prodaji na kratko in nekaterih vidikih zamenjav kreditnega tveganja
Svet EU je sprejel uredbo o prodaji na kratko in nekaterih vidikih zamenjav kreditnega tveganja, ki uvaja nove zahteve za transparentnost teh poslov za celotno EU in poenotenje pristojnosti regulatorjev v primeru izrednih okoliščin.
Več:

Sklep Sveta EU 

· Prvi evropski popis za razvrščanje in označevanje kemikalij
Evropska kemijska agencija (ECHA) je Popis, ki ga je objavila prvi popis za razvrščanje in označevanje kemikalij, ki zajema razvrstitev vseh kemičnih snovi, ki se uporabljajo v EU, kar omogoča identifikacijo tistih, ki so potencialno nevarne ter lahko škodujejo zdravju in okolju. Cilj je industriji, zlasti malim podjetjem, zagotoviti enostaven dostop do informacij o nevarnosti posameznih snovi ter jim tako omogočiti pravilno razvrščanje in označevanje snovi in zmesi ter, kadar je to mogoče, nadomeščanje nevarnih snovi z manj škodljivimi.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije 
· Nova direktiva o izjemah za mikropodjetja

Svet EU je sprejel direktivo, ki omogoča izjemo za mikropodjetja glede revidiranja in poročanja o poslovanju. Te določbe ne bodo veljale avtomatsko, ampak jih bodo določile države članice v svojih predpisih, ko bodo direktivo prenesle v svoj pravni red.

Več:

Zaključki Sveta EU
4. GOSPODARSKE NOVICE

· Evropska komisija predlaga strategijo za trajnostno biogospodarstvo
Evropska komisija je sprejela strategijo za preusmeritev evropskega gospodarstva k večji in bolj trajnostni uporabi obnovljivih virov. Njen cilj je razviti bolj inovativno gospodarstvo z manj izpusti, ki bi zadostilo potrebam po trajnostnem kmetijstvu in ribištvu, varnosti hrane in trajnostni uporabi obnovljivih bioloških virov za industrijske namene ter hkrati zagotavljalo biotsko raznovrstnost in varstvo okolja. Načrt za preusmeritev evropskega gospodarstva na biogospodarstvo se osredotoča na tri ključne vidike: razvoj novih tehnologij in procesov za biogospodarstvo, razvoj trgov in povečanje konkurenčnosti v sektorjih biogospodarstva ter spodbujanje tesnejšega sodelovanja med oblikovalci politike in zainteresiranimi stranmi.
Več:

Predlog Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o biogospodarstvu
· Javno posvetovanje o evropskem pravu družb
Evropska Komisija je odprla javno posvetovanje o prihodnosti prava družb. Pravo družb EU je bilo osrednjega pomena pri vzpostavljanju enotnega trga. Zdaj je treba preučiti, ali obstoječi pravni okvir še zadošča današnjim potrebam. Rok za oddajo mnenj in predlogov je 14. maj 2012. Evropsko pravo družb zagotavlja skupen sklop pravil, ki delničarjem, upnikom in drugim zainteresiranim stranem, na katere vplivajo ukrepi družb, omogoča enako zaščito po vsej EU. Pravo družb je ključnega pomena za zagotovitev pravne varnosti in zaščito pravic delničarjev. Medtem ko je treba spoštovati različne pravne tradicije in strukture družb držav članic, lahko družbe z uskladitvijo osnovnih pravil lažje ponudijo svoje storitve in proizvode strankam po vsej Uniji. Obstoječa evropska zakonodaja o pravu družb vključuje številne direktive in uredbe. Uskladitev evropskega prava družb obsega zaščito interesov delničarjev in tretjih oseb, ustanovitev in ohranjanje kapitala delniških družb, ponudbe za prevzem, razkrivanje informacij o podružnicah, združitve in delitve, minimalna pravila za družbe z omejeno odgovornostjo z enim družbenikom, pravice delničarjev in s tem povezana področja, kot sta računovodsko poročanje in računovodstvo. Vključuje tudi različne evropske pravne oblike družb, kot so evropska družba (SE), evropsko gospodarsko interesno združenje (EGIZ) in evropska zadruga (SCE). 
Več:

Spletna stran za sodelovanje v javnem posvetovanju
· Ženske v EU še vedno zaslužijo za 16,4 odstotka manj kot moški
Evropska komisija je na evropski dan enakega plačila objavila, da ženske v EU zaslužijo v povprečju še vedno 16,4 odstotka manj kot moški. Med državami in sektorji so velike razlike. To po ugotovitvah Komisije odraža težave pri usklajevanju poklicnega in zasebnega življenja: številne ženske se namreč odločijo za starševski dopust in opravljajo delo s krajšim delovnim časom. Kljub na splošno rahlo pozitivnemu trendu se razlika v plačilu med spoloma v nekaterih državah članicah, kot so Bolgarija, Francija, Latvija, Madžarska, Portugalska in Romunija, povečuje. O zastopanosti ženskl v upravah podjetij so imeli na februarskem zasedanju Sveta EU za zaposlovanje in socialne zadeve razpravo ministri, pristojni za zaposlovanje. Nekateri ministri so se zavzemali za obvezne kvote, več jih je zagovarjalo prostovoljne kvote.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in

Zaključki Sveta EU
5. FINANČNE STORITVE

· Nova uredba, ki bo olajšala čezmejna nakazila denarja
Evropski parlament je sprejel uredbo, ki bo v skladu s sistemom za enmotni trg EU za plačila (SEPA) omogočila lažja čezmejna plačila. Nova pravila bodo banke morale začeti obvezno uporabljati od 1. februarja 2014.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
in

Besedilo, ki je bilo sprejeto
· Evroobveznice bi lahko bile po mnenju evropskih poslancev vir stabilnosti evroobmočja
Obveznice za stabilnost ne morejo biti hitra rešitev za trenutne težave, lahko pa so pomemben element pri oblikovanju srednjeročnih rešitev, ugotavljajo poslanci Evropskega parlamenta. Predpogoj za skupno izdajo obveznic je trajnostni fiskalni okvir, katerega cilj sta okrepljeno gospodarsko upravljanje in gospodarska rast v evroobmočju. Za takojšnje reševanje težav poslanci pozivajo Evropsko komisijo, naj čim prej predstavi predloge za odločno reševanje trenutne krize javnega dolga, kot so: evropski amortizacijski pakt, ki ga je predlagal nemški svet ekonomskih strokovnjakov, dokončno oblikovanje in ratifikacija sporazuma o evropskem mehanizmu za stabilnost; kratkoročne evroobveznice ter skupno upravljanje izdaje javnega dolga.

Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
in

Resolucija Evropskega parlamenta
· Javno posvetovanje o uredbi o finančnih konglomeratih
Evropska komisija želi prek javnega posvetovanja, ki je odprto do 19. aprila, ugotoviti, ali bi bilo treba dopolniti in spremeniti uredbo o finančnih konglomeratih. Ko bo zbrala predloge in mnenja, jih bo upoštevala pri pripravi poročila o izvajanju uredbe, ki jo bo objavila letos v jeseni. V tem poročilu bo tudi navedla, ali je treba pripraviti kakšen dodatni predpis. 

Več:

Spletna stran o pregledu izvajanja uredbe z naslovom za sodelovanje v javnem posvetovanju
6. REGIONALNA POLITIKA

· Evropska komisija poziva mesta k dialogu za večjo rast
Evropski komisar za regionalno politiko Johannes Hahn začenja neposreden dialog z evropskimi mesti. Strukturni skladi EU so eden najpomembnejših instrumentov, s katerimi države članice spodbujajo rast. Posebno pozornost bi morali nameniti mestom, saj imajo pomembno vlogo v evropskih gospodarstvih. Evropska komisija si v predlogih za novo kohezijsko politiko prizadeva podpreti strateško usklajevanje urbanističnih politik ter tako izboljšati trajnostni razvoj mest in okrepiti njihovo vlogo v splošni naložbeni politiki EU. Z vzpostavitvijo platforme za razvoj mest namerava spodbujati gradnjo zmogljivosti in izmenjavo izkušenj na področju urbanizma v EU.

Več:
Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Poslanci kritični do načrta za preusmeritev denarja za regionalni razvoj
Evropska komisija je predlagala, da bi 82 milijard evrov neporabljenih sredstev iz evropskih skladov za regionalni razvoj namenili za financiranje ukrepov za zaposlovanje mladih. Poslanci Evropskega parlamenta so kritični do tega predloga, prepričani so, da bi ta preusmeritev utegnila biti znak, da kohezijska politika v EU ni uspešna. 
Več:
Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Brošura s predlogi za poenostavitev kohezijske politike po letu 2013
Evropska komisija je objavila brošuro s predlogi za poenostavitev pravil na področju kohezijske politike v proračunskem obdobju od leta 2014 do 2020. V njej navaja predloge, kako je poenostavitve mogoče doseči, kaj vsak od udeležencev za to lahko naredi sam.
Več:

Brošura
7. TRANSPORT IN ENERGETIKA

· Javno posvetovanje o finančnih spodbudah za energetsko sanacijo stavb
Evropska komisija do 18. maja prek javnega posvetovanja zbira mnenja in predloge o finančnih spodbudah za povečanje energetske učinkovitosti stavb. Glavno vprašanje je, kaj bi bilo treba narediti na ravni EU in v državah članicah za izboljšanje finančnih spodbud za energetsko sanacijo stavb.
Več:

Spletna stran za sodelovanje v javnem posvetovanju
in

Dokument, ki je v javnem posvetovanju
· Evropski projekt pomaga primerjati in zmanjševati porabo energije v gospodinjstvih
Evropski projekt, ki ga izvajajo v Veliki Britaniji in Bolgariji po zagotovlih Evropske komisije državljanom pomaga zmanjšati porabo energije v gospodinijstvu v povprečju za 8 odstotkov. Sistem DEHEMS ljudem pomaga zmanjšati porabo energije prek aplikacij, ki jih je mogoče uporabljati prek televizorja, računalnika. Te aplikacije jim omogočajo, da spremljajo porabo energije. 
Več:

Spletna stran sistema DEHEMS
· Razprava o osnutku uredbe o smernicah za vseenovropsko energetsko infrastrukturo
Ministri, pristojni za energijo, so na zasedanju Sveta EU za energijo opravili razpravo o osnutku uredbe o smernicah za vseevropsko energetsko infrastrukturo. Teme razprave so bile regionalne skupine, tj. vprašanje, ki je povezano z izbiranjem projektov in regulativni ukrepi. V razpravah o regionalnih skupinah je več držav članic poudarilo, da je treba okrepiti vlogo držav članic pri končnem sprejetju enotnega seznama projektov skupnega interesa na ravni Unije ter njihovo vlogo v pripravljalnih fazah, ki se izvajajo v regionalnih skupinah. V razpravi o regulativnih ukrepih so delegacije podprle usklajeno analizo stroškov in koristi celotnega energetskega sistema na ravni Unije za vse projekte skupnega interesa, več držav članic pa je sporočilo, da želijo imeti odločilno vlogo pri določitvi metodologije, ki bo pri tem uporabljena.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
· Odbor podprl zavezujoče cilje za povečanje energetske učinkovitosti
V okviru predloga direktive o energetski učinkovitosti so poslanci odbora za industrijo, raziskave in energijo v Evropskem parlamentu podprli uvedbo zavezujočih ciljev za povečanje energetske učinkovitosti. Zdaj so na vrsti pogajanja s Svetom EU, ki med evropskimi instutucijami predstavlja države članice.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Bilateralne pogodbe s tretjimi državami za oskrbo z energijo
Odbor Evropskega parlamenta za industrijo, energijo in raziskave je razpravljal o predlogu Evropske komisije, da bi jo države članice morale seznaniti s pogodbami o oskrbi z energijo, ki jih sklepajo z nečlanicami EU. Odbor je ta predlog podprl, a zdaj so na vrsti pogajanja s Svetom EU, ki med evropskimi institucijami predstavlja države članice. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
8. EKOLOGIJA IN TRAJNOSTNI RAZVOJ

· Evropska komisija opozarja na problem degradacije tal
Degradacija tal je zaskrbljujoč pojav v EU. V letih 1990–2006 je bilo vsak dan trajno izgubljenih najmanj 275 hektarjev prsti zaradi pozidave tal – prekritja rodovitne zemlje z neprepustnim materialom – kar pomeni 1 000 km² na leto oziroma površino velikosti Cipra vsakih deset let. Degradacija tal vpliva na našo zmogljivost za proizvajanje hrane, preprečevanje suše in poplav, zaustavitev izgubljanja biološke raznovrstnosti in boj proti podnebnim spremembam. To so glavne ugotovitve dveh poročil o političnih in znanstvenih vidikih evropskih tal, ki jih je predstavila Evropska komisija.
Več:

Poročilo o izvajanju tematske strategije za varstvo tal
in

Znanstveno poročilo o stanju tal v Evropi
· Uporabnikom bolj prijazna presoja vplivov na okolje
Evropska komisija je združila vso obstoječo zakonodajo EU, ki ureja presojo vplivov na okolje, da bi organom držav članic in projektantom omogočila lažje upravljanje okoljskih posledic gradbenih projektov. Združila je osnovno Direktivo o presoji vplivov na okolje (Direktiva EIA) in njene tri spremembe ter tako ustvarila bolj jedrnato, jasno prevedeno in uporabnikom prijazno različico. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in

Spletna stran o presoji vplivov na okolje
· Trgovci na drobno so naklonjeni gospodarni  rabi virov
Poročilo evropskega foruma trgovcev na drobno za trajnostni razvoj (European Retail Forum for Sustainability) kaže, da trgovci na drobno pri svojih poslovnih odločitvah bolj kot kdaj koli doslej upoštevajo okoljski vidik. Podjetja, ki sodelujejo v forumu, namenjajo več pozornosti oblikovanju svojih dobavnih verig na okolju prijaznejši način, sistemom trajnostne porazdelitve in uporabi obnovljivih virov energije. V poročilu je navedenih več dborih praks.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in

Forum trgovcev na drobno za trajnostni razvoj
· Zaključki o ekonomskih vidikih načrta za prehod na gospodarstvo, učinkovito z viri
Svet EU je sprejel zaključke o ekonomskih vidih predloga načrta za prehod na gospodarstvo, učinkovito z viri. V njih izpostavlja, da bodo potrebna še nadaljnja pogajanja med Evropsko komisijo in državami članicami, pa tudi, da morajo biti ukrepi konsistentni. Pomembno vlogo pri uveljavitvi ciljev iz tega načrta bodo imele dobre prakse iz držav članic.
Več:

Zaključki Sveta EU
9. VARSTVO POTROŠNIKOV

· Sprejeta je uredba o omejitvah vsebnosti fosfatov v detergentih za gospodinjstva
Svet EU je sprejel uredbo, ki predpisuje omejitve za vsebnost fosfatov v detergentih, ki swe uporasbljajo v gospodinjstvu, z namenom zmanjšati onesnaževanje voda. Uredba velja tudi za detergente, ki se uporabljajo v javnih pralnicah. 
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU o sprejetju uredbe 

· Evropski poslanci o pregledu predpisov glede pravic letalskih potnikov
Odbor za transport in turizem v Evropskem parlamentu je obravnaval o pregledu predpisov EU o pravicah letalskih potnikov. V predlogu resolucije pozivajo Evropsko komisijo, naj poskrbi, da bodo letalske družbe morale potnikom zagotoviti enostvne in jasne informacije o svojih pravicah od nakupa vozovnice do zakčljučka potovanja.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· Bolj jasne označbe za posebno hrano, ki jo potrebujejo ljudje iz zdravstvenih razlogov
Poslanci odbora za varstvo okolja, javno zdravje in varnost hrane v  Evropskem parlamentu so podprli predlog za boljše označevanje mleka za otroke in hrane za ljudi, ki iz zdravstvenih razlogov potrebujejo posebno hrano. Predvideno je, da bodo poslanci na plenarnem zasedanju o tem predpisu, ki zružuje več obstoječih evropskih predpisov, odločali maja.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
· RAPEX
Hitri sistem obveščanja EU o nevarnih proizvodih, ki krožijo na evropskem trgu. Posodobitve za februar-marec:
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=426 
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=425   

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=424
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=423
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=422  

10. RR IN INOVACIJE

· Poročilo o inovativnosti podjetij v letu 2011
Evropska komisija v poročilu o inovativnosti podjetij v letu 2011 ugotavlja, da so skoraj vse države članice napredovale na področju inovacij. Vendar rast inovacij slabi, prav tako pa EU ne zmanjšuje zaostanka za vodilnimi svetovnimi inovatorkami: ZDA, Japonsko in Južno Korejo. Največja vrzel v EU-27 ostaja na področju inovacij zasebnega sektorja. V EU je vodilna Švedska, tesno pa ji sledijo Danska, Nemčija in Finska. Slovenija je ostala v drugi najboljši skupini držav od štirih.

Več:

Poročilo Evropske komisije
in

Podatki za Slovenijo
· Prve nagrade Evropskega inštituta za inovacije in tehnologijo (EIT) za podjetništvo
Evropski inštitut za inovacije in tehnologijo (EIT) je objavil prve tri nagrajence za podjetništvo. Izbral jih je med devetimi novimi podjetji, ki so bila ustanovljena v okviru Skupnosti znanja in inovacij (KIC), in sicer s področja podnebnih sprememb, trajnostne energije in informacijsko-komunikacijske tehnologije. Zmagovalci so iz Velike Britanije, Nemčije in Španije.
Več:

Spletna stran o nagradah in nagrajancih
in

Spletna stran o EIT 
· Nova evropska partnerstva za inovacije
Evropska komisija je vzpostavila dve novi evropski partnerstvi za inovacije, in sicer za surovine ter za trajnost in produktivnost kmetijstva, in potrdila štiriletni akcijski načrt evropskega partnerstva za inovacije za dejavno in zdravo staranje (pilotni projekt, ki se izvaja od februarja 2011 dalje). Evropska partnerstva za inovacije uporabljajo nov pristop, s katerim se obravnava celotna veriga od raziskovanja prek razvoja do inovacij, za pospešitev sprejemanja inovacij pa povezujejo javne in zasebne zainteresirane strani preko meja in sektorjev.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Zaključki Sveta EU  o predlogu programa Obzorje 2020
Povezovanje različnih področij  v okviru pfredloga programa Obzorje 2020 (mednarodno sodelovanje, vloga družboslovnih in humanističnih znanosti) in sodelovanje srednjih in majhnih podjetij sta bili glavni temi razprave na zasedanju Sveta EU za konkurenčnost februarja v Bruslju. Več držav članic je v izpostavilo pomen vključevanja družboslovnih in humanističnih znanosti v raziskovalne projekte, ker bi se tako lažje lotili reševanja družbenih izzivov. Močno podporo držav članic je dobil tudi predlog za okrepitev sodelovanja srednjih in majhnih podjetij. Slovenska delegacija je izpostavila nepravična plačila za znanstvenike iz novih in starih članic EU v raziskovalnih projektih, ki jih financira EU.
Več:

Zaključki Sveta za konkurenčnost
11. KULTURA IN IZOBRAŽEVANJE

· Poročilo o izobraževanju
Financiranje izobraževanja v EU je stabilno v večini držav članic, visokošolska izobreazba je najboljše zagotovilo za zaposlitev, Evropska komisija izpostavlja v poročilu o izobraževanju v EU. Da bi poklic učitelja postal bolj atraktiven, želi prek programa Erasmus za vse, ki bo začel veljati po letu 2014, 1 milijonu učiteljev omogočiti izobraževanje v tujini.
Več:

Poročilo
in

Povzetek zaključkov
· Zaključki Sveta EU za izobraževanje o vplivih izobrazbe na zmanjševanje brezposelnosti mladih
Svet EU za izobraževanje so razpravljali, katere ukrepe bi bilo treba sprejeti letos na ravni držav članic in na ravni EU za zmanjšanje brezposelnosti mladih. Ministri so prisluhnili izkušnjam Cipra, Nemčije, Irske in Slovaške. 
Več:

Zaključki Sveta EU 

· EU je začela izvajati načrt za spodbujanje izobraževanja odraslih
Evropska komisija je začela izvajati načrt za izboljšanje možnosti za zaposlovanje z izobraževanjem odraslih, ki je bil sprejet novembra lani. Načrt je namenjen izobraževanju odraslih z nižjo stopnjo izobrazbe, zlasti na področju izboljšanja pismenosti in znanja za uporabo informacijske tehnologije. Cilj EU je do leta 2020 doseči, da bo v izobraževanje odraslih vključenih 15 odstotkov ljudi, ki so stari med 25 in 64 let. Leta 2010 je bil ta delež 9,1 odstotka.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in

Resolucija o izobraževanju odraslih
· Priložnosti, ki jih dajejo kreativne industrije
Evropska komisija na podlagi zgleda v danskem Kopenhagnu, kjer ima 70 tisoč ljudi, ki so neposredno zaposleni na področju kreativnih industrij, kot je moda, koristi od te panoge. V letu 2008 je bilo na Danskem 21 odstotkov na novoustanovljenih podjetij s tega področja. V EU imajo zdaj po podatkih Evropske komisije kreativne industrije le 3,3-odstotni delež. V okviru danskega predsedstva Svetu EU je danski minister za kulturo predstavil delovno skupino Team Culture 2012, v okviru katere bo 12 »kreativnih mislecev in mislečih kreatorjev« izdelalo program o vlogi kulture in umetnosti v krizi, poiskali bodo tudi dobre prakse na tem področju in jih predstavili na konferenci, ki bo junija.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in

Sporočilo danskega predsedstva
12. KMETIJSTVO

· Dogovor o novih pravilih za ekološko vino
Stalni odbor za ekološko pridelovanje (SCOF) je dosegel dogovor o novih pravilih EU za ekološko vino. Z novo uredbo, ki se bo uporabljala od trgatve 2012 dalje, bodo proizvajalci ekološkega vina na označbi lahko uporabljali izraz »ekološko vino«. Na označbah mora biti tudi ekološki logotip EU in šifra certifikacijskega organa, označbe pa morajo upoštevati tudi ostala pravila za označevanje vin. Pravila za »vina, proizvedena iz ekološkega grozdja«, že obstajajo, a ne pokrivajo vinarskih praks oziroma celotnega postopka od grozdja do vina.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
in

Vprašanja in odgovori
· Dogovor med EU in ZDA o trgovanju z ekološkimi proizvodi
Na podlagi dogovora med EU in ZDA bo od 1. junija letos mogoče proizvode, ki so v Evropi ali v Združenih državah potrjeni kot ekološki, v obeh regijah prodajati kot ekološke proizvode. Uradni pismi o oblikovanju partnerstva so 15. februarja 2012 v Nürnbergu v Nemčiji podpisali Dacian Cioloş, evropski komisar za kmetijstvo in razvoj podeželja, Kathleen Merrigan, namestnica ministra ZDA za kmetijstvo, in ambasador Isi Siddiqui, glavni pogajalec za kmetijstvo trgovinskega predstavnika Združenih držav. 

Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
· Sprejeta je uredba o izboljšanju delovanja trga mleka
Nova uredba EU o trgu mleka, ki jo je sprejel Svet EU, omogoča državam članicam, da lahko na svojem ozemlju predpišejo obvezne pogodbe za oskrbo z mlekom, pa tudi, da prvi kupec mora proizvajalcu ponuditi pisno pogodbo, ki jo ta lahko zavrne.
Več:

Sporočilo Sveta EU
in

Resolucija Evropskega parlamenta
· Bolezen modrikastega jezika: dovoljenje za širšo uporabo cepiva
Evropski parlament je sprejel direktivo, ki omogoča širšo uporabo cepiva proti bolezni modrikastega jezika. Če bodo države članice to direktivo hitro prenesle v svoj pravni red, se bodo njene določbe lahko začele uporabljale že letos. Po objavi v uradnem listu imajo države članice za prenos v nacionalni pravni red šest mesecev časa. 
Več:

Sporočilo Evropskega parlamenta
13. JUGOVZHODNA EVROPA IN SOSEDSKA POLITIKA

· Srbija je dobila  status kandidatke
Srbija ima status kandidatke za vstop v EU, so odločili voditelji članic EU na vrhu, ki je bil 1. in 2. marca v Bruslju. O datumu za začetek pogajanj niso govorili. Srbija je za status kandidatke zaprosila decembra 2009. Ključni pogoj za dodelitev statusa kandidatke je bil napredek v dialogu Beograd-Priština pod pokroviteljstvom EU. 

Več:

Sporočilo o podelitvi statusa kandidatke
· Študija izvedljivosti za sporazum s Kosovom
Svet EU za splošne zadeve se je seznanil s predlogom Evropske komisije, da bo izvedla študijo, ali Kosovo izpolnjuje pogoje za začetek pogajanj z EU o pridružitveno-stabilizacijskem sporazumu, ki je prvi korak na poti do pridružitve EU. Ta odločitev je bila sprejeta na podlagi napredka pri pogajanjih v okviru dialoga Beograd-Prišitina.
Več:

Zaključki Sveta EU za splošne zadeve
· EU je začela pogajanja o sporazumu o prosti trgovini z Armenijo
Evropska unija je začela pogajanja o sporazumu o prosti trgovini z Armenijo. Ta sporazum se bo osredotočil na približevanje armenskega pravnega reda evropskemu, kar naj bi omogočilo tesnejše gospodarske vezi. Ta sporazum bo del pridružitvenega sporazuma, o katerem se Eu in Armenija pogajata od julija 2010.
Več:

Sporočilo Evropske komisije
14. NAJAVE DOGODKOV

· The 6th World Water Forum
Marseille, marec 12 - 17, 2012 

Več informacij tukaj
· International Brokerage Event for the Agriculture, Agricultural Machinery, Dairy and Horticulture sectors

Konya, marec 17, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Green Chemistry 2012

Köln, marec 20 -  22, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Ecobuild Matchmaking event 

London, marec 21, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Wastewater Infrastructure

Berlin, marec 26 – 28
Več informacij tukaj
· Nano Update 2012

Helsingborg, marec 27 – 28, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· European B2B Matchmaking event - Waste management, Recycling & Environment

Sofija, marec 28, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· Software and Emerging Technologies for Education, Culture, Entertaiment, and Commerce (SETECEC 2012)
Benetke, marec 28, 2012 

Več informacij tukaj
· Smart Energy Solutions Partnering & Brokerage Event

Dublin, marec 28 – 29, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· 4th International Symposium Solar and Renewable Cooling
Stuttgart, marec 29, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· 6th International Conference on Application of Biomass Gasification

Stuttgart, marec 30, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· International Conference for Academic Disciplines

Dunaj, april 1 – 5, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Euro-Mediterranean conference on research and innovation

Barcelona, april, 2 – 3, 2012
Več informacij tukaj
· Symposium of Urban Systems Research @ EMCSR
Dunaj, april 10 – 13, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· The 4th Annual International Symposium on University Rankings and Quality Assurance 2012: Rankings as a Global Tool

Brussels, april 12, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· 1st European Biodiversity Summit

Stuttgart, april 17 – 18, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Business Zoo: Innovative business models for integrated housing renovation

Antwerpen, april 18, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· City2020+: Engineering Life Quality for the Future
Aachen, april 18 – 20, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· The role of biobanks for research and protection of forest biodiversity
Viterbo, april 19 – 21, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Science in Dialogue

Odense, april 23 – 25, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
· Transport research arena
Atene, april 23 – 26, 2012

Več informacij tukaj
15. ZANIMIVE PUBLIKACIJE
· Economies of scale and scope at the research project level
· The Language guide for European business: Successful communication in your international trade
· The European Council in 2011
· Guide to the European citizens’ initiative
· Online journal on free movement of workers within the European Union
· Competition policy newsletter
· World and European energy and environment transition outlook 

· Impact of the recession on age management policies
· The Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Governance in the Economic and Monetary Union (aka Fiscal Compact)
· The EU Emissions Trading Scheme as a Driver for Future Carbon Markets
· The Euro Prisoner’s Dilemma
· Demographic Epidemiologic Projections of Long-Term Care Needs in Selected European Countries: Germany, Spain, the Netherlands and Poland
· Investing where it matters: An EU Budget for Long-Term Growth
· Greece’s Soft Budgets in Hard Times
· The English Patient
· The ability to achieve political reforms in the Euro Zone 

· State-of-the-art electricity storage systems
· The global race for excellence and skilled labour
· CIS Monthly Monitor – Februar 2012
· Cloud computing: Clear skies ahead
· Tight credit, low growth How will private equity fare in Europe
· All alone? What US retrenchment means for Europe and NATO
·  Russia, China and global governance
·  Europe’s growth strategy: All supply and no demand
· True Partners? How Russia and China see each other
· Centre for European Reform: Annual Report 2011
· Women in senior management: still not enough
· Erasmus – Facts, Figures & Trends: The European Union support for student and staff exchanges and university cooperation in 2009/2010
16. PRILOGE
· PRILOGA 1: The Euro Prisoner’s Dilemma
CEPS/ Brussels

The intergovernmental agreement reached in December among 25 EU countries – the socalled ‘fiscal compact’ – aims at levelling the playing field among member states' public finances in the euro area to promote greater institutional interaction and ease the current debt crisis. In addition, the European Stability Mechanism would also provide a potential means of coordination of fiscal policies in the eurozone. Political decisions so far, however, have not effectively tackled this crisis.

A non-cooperative equilibrium 

The eurozone debt crisis has fallen into a classic prisoner's dilemma. One party does not cooperate because it would expose itself to the potential noncooperative decision of the other party, the latter of which would be able to extract a greater payoff than the cooperative solution would yield in the short-term. In other words, weaker countries, if they decide to give away part of their sovereignty to a supranational institution, would expose themselves to the imposition of supervisory and governance mechanisms in favour of creditor countries. The recent proposal by an influential member of the Bundestag to place Greek public finances under the direct control of a European Commissioner was not made in jest.

Countries with better public finances, instead, would expose themselves to the moral hazard of debtor countries that, once protected by the solidarity mechanisms of the federal institution, would have insufficient incentive to carry out structural reforms and austerity measures. As a consequence, so far few member states have shown any real interest in transferring additional sovereignty to a more federal and politically united governance of the eurozone. Fear of losing control over the political decisions taken by the euro area is triggering a series of rational  (but sub-optimal) choices incapable of dealing with the core issues of the crisis and so leading to an outcome/equilibrium that no one really wants (and everyone will regret ex post), i.e. the total or partial break-up of the euro area.

The roots of the dispute

Two key issues emerge from this crisis. First, it is essential to rebalance the competitiveness among the member countries of the eurozone. To avoid austerity measures becoming self-defeating, less competitive countries should be assisted in their attempt to boost growth and development through additional investments in productivity and support to structural reforms. This is a long-term and costly action, however, that can only be achieved secondly by empowering European institutions to redistribute a bigger EU budget with part of the surpluses that some countries are steadily enjoying over time. This in turn will require fundamental reform of the current European institutions, which does not appear high on EU leaders’ agenda.

While it is unquestionable that peripheral countries were myopic in postponing structural reforms when refinancing costs were at their lowest levels, it is true as well that the monetary union has largely helped more competitive countries by freezing exchange rates at that time. An implicit currency devaluation in more productive countries occurred, as that decision blocked the dynamic evolution of exchange rates, which typically adjust over time to reflect the everchanging economic and political realities of a country (IMF, 2003). The common currency has therefore widened the original divergences in competitiveness.

For instance, since 2002, Germany has enjoyed on average a current account surplus of roughly 5%. The German economy thus has been able to reinvest (at current GDP levels) almost €100 billion a year, which has fuelled additional investments in productivity and growth. The gap between member countries with different levels of competitiveness has been widening with the common currency. The second key aspect is the absence of an effective emergency liquidity mechanism to seal the eurozone

off from further contagion effects coming from the Greek debt restructuring. If the ECB is not allowed to carry out a direct intervention (in primary or secondary markets) or an indirect one through standing facilities (the ESM and EFSF) or to continue with the LTROs,4 financial markets will certainly test the limited resources available through the funds (currently up to €500 billion) and thereby the effectiveness of the implicit guarantees posted by member states (see Valiante, 2011). Markets are already discounting that, due to tough economic and financial conditions, some countries will not be able to generate sufficient cash flow to repay their debt.

The recent ECB intervention (LTRO) to inject liquidity in the banking system is just a temporary solution to tap a continuous problem on the asset side. Inching towards the optimal equilibrium A sequence of sub-optimal, non-cooperative equilibria condemns any agreement that would entail a transfer of sovereignty to supranational institutions to fail. However, it is not in the member states' interest to let the euro area go. Therefore, when a new crisis looms over EU financial markets, the payoffs of the noncooperative behaviour drop, as countries perceive the risks of the alternative option if they do not find an agreement. In the end, even though fundamental institutional decisions are gradually taken, decisions come at a very slow pace and therefore at high implementation costs for member countries. Overall, the ‘game' moves towards the optimal equilibrium, but it moves on a sequence of sub-optimal solutions, which are costing the eurozone a lot in terms of worsening financial and economic conditions (lower growth) and rising social conflict.

The real question is: what will the final optimal equilibrium will look like? Firstly, it is crucial to set up the proper institutional framework that would allow member states to interact on the same playing field. Secondly, increasing the firepower to backstop widespread liquidity crises across the eurozone would create a stable safety net. Whether this will be done through the ECB's indirect intervention (through support to banks and current funds) or through a direct one (via a classical quantitative easing), it will be a political decision. As a matter of fact, the euro area will need to seal off from further contagion effects the debt of countries such as Italy and France.

Once this is done, a parallel process of debt restructuring (using collective action clauses introduced in national laws) and the swap of parts of national debts with Eurobonds or Eurozoneguaranteed bonds would provide solid grounds for growth measures to thrive on a solid ground. Europe should be able to combine debt restructuring (deleveraging) and growth. The process will be certainly long and painful, but it will strengthen the common market and the political and economic role of the euro area in the global economy. A long-term cooperative equilibrium among member states would make sure that all citizens will not feel caught as prisoners of the eurozone and its unresolved dilemma.

· PRILOGA 2: Reflections after the G20 meeting in Mexico 
Bruegel/ Brussels

In diplomatic language there is a difference between saying “event B cannot happen because condition A is not fulfilled” and saying “event B will happen if – or even as soon as – condition A is fulfilled”. This distinction helps understand what happened last weekend in the G20 ministerial meeting in Mexico City. 

A few hours ahead of the meeting, an agreement on a replenishment of IMF resources of the size asked by Managing Director Christine Lagarde (a “global firewall”), was a non-starter. The US, followed by almost everybody not located between the Atlantic and the Urals, opposed the move arguing that Europe should mobilize its resources first – in the implicit assumption that new IMF money would be used, first and foremost, to shore up European ailing sovereigns. In other words, general feelings were in the nature of the type-1 statement. Instead, what came out from the meeting sounded more like type-2. The passage from the final communiqué (http://www.g20mexico.org/es/centro-de-noticias/discursos/235-communique-meeting-of-finance-ministers-and-central-bank-governors) is worth reading:

“We are reviewing options, as requested by Leaders (at the Cannes meeting, I add), to ensure resources for the IMF could be mobilized in a timely manner. We reaffirmed our commitment that the IMF should remain a quota-based institution and agreed that a feasible way to increase IMF resources in the short-run is through bilateral borrowing and note purchase agreements with a broad range of IMF members. These resources will be available for the whole membership of the IMF, and not earmarked for any particular region. Adequate risk mitigation features and conditionality would apply, as approved by the IMF Board. Progress on this strategy will be reviewed at the next Ministerial meeting in April.”

More than written words, what impresses is a series of concentric statements around and after the meeting. As usual, Japan sounded the most eager to go ahead, but also Russia talked on the same line, and even China was unusually forthcoming, in the words of central bank governor Zhou: “China is an important member of the G20 … and will do its part…”. Brazil finance minister Guido Mantega, whose Genoese ascendancy probably explains a taste for bargain and compromise, linked emerging country financial support to further progress on IMF representation and governance. Here comes the real issue: this IMF replenishment offers emerging countries a rare chance to enhance their relevance as global partners, attaining two goals in one: strengthening the G20 and their own position in it. 

The Mexican meeting unexpectedly achieved an important result: shifting expectations on future G20 meetings (another ministerial in Washington in April, followed by a Summit in the Mexican Baja California in June) from gridlock to agreement. This does not yet mean that agreement will automatically happen: an initial move from Europe (read, Germany) is still needed. Not much, probably; a temporary overlap of the eurozone’s temporary rescue facility (EFSF) with the forthcoming permanent one (ESM) – a choice not opposed by core Europe but so far considered by Germany “unnecessary” – may be enough. The way players are positioned at present suggests progress is possible. The German stance is driven by conflicting forces: on the one hand, a desire to build effective financial firewalls to relief market tensions, also in the interest of an exposed German financial sector; on the other, two countervailing caveats: that of discouraging reform in the European periphery and of alienating domestic public opinions, who loathe open ended support to weaker EU members. The point to be understood, however, is that success on strengthening the IMF would help dispel both fears. The first, because the concession of IMF support, in Europe and elsewhere, will be accompanied by strong conditionality; all the more so in Europe, where a German inspired “fiscal compact” has just been approved. The second because a concerted IMF replenishment, mobilising resources of wealthy emerging nations, would contribute to reduce the burden on German and other core EU taxpayers. Two results in one, also on the European side. 

Taking a more general perspective and looking beyond the immediate concerns, an agreement on IMF resources would also help in two ways:

1. Salvaging, at least for now, the G20 from a slide into irrelevance. Observers hailed the creation of the G20 summit in 2008 and welcomed its crisis management successes between November 2008 (Washington meeting) and September 2009 (Pittsburgh). After this, its weight declined steadily, as a joint paper with Jean Pisani Ferry, forthcoming in the Bruegel website [1], documents. Setting up a global financial firewall, with emerging countries joining forces with the G7 in preserving global financial stability, would be a tonic for the group’s credibility and confirm that the 2008 decision was a right one.
2. Facilitating a further evolution in the role of the IMF. The IMF has changed a lot in recent years, but its transition from custodian of a system of adjustable exchange rate parities (and financier of temporary imbalances among nations) to guardian of global macro-financial stability (and, accordingly, lender-of-last-resort) was never complete. The latter would entail a much greater flexibility in the Fund’s operational toolkit, including, over time, a presence in the financial markets and in support of illiquid globally relevant financial institutions. The Fund’s articles of agreement, requiring it to act “with or through” national fiscal or monetary agencies, are not necessarily an impediment. The ESM treaty recently agreed among euro area governments contemplates such role fully, prescribing that the European “fund” will not only lend to nations, but also intervene in primary and secondary securities markets and recapitalise banks. The treaty also stipulates that the ESM will intervene, “whenever appropriate and possible”, together with the IMF. A collaboration that may, in the end, prove helpful not only for Europe, but for the IMF itself.

· PRILOGA 3: EU-Ukraine relations: the road ahead
EPC/ Brussels

“EU integration isn’t easy. We’re talking about the total transformation of our political system,” said Andriy Klyuyev, recently appointed secretary of the Council of National Security and Defence of Ukraine. “The Association Agreement is a first step towards integration and sets the course for the next ten years. The EU will play a key role in security issues too,” said Klyuyev, a former First Vice-Prime Minister of Ukraine.

He said Ukraine’s top priority was delivering “domestic political stability in line with EU values,” starting with ensuring that parliamentary elections due on 28 October 2012 are free and fair. “The second priority is constitutional reform: we need an efficient administrative system that allows the sustainable development of Ukraine,” said Klyuyev, a former Minister of Economic Development and Trade. The third priority is judicial reform, he said, expressing hope that a new criminal charter drafted with EU help would be approved in March.

He admitted that the Yulia Tymoshenko situation was having “a negative effect on our image in the EU,” and identified finding a satisfactory solution as a fourth priority. He also insisted that Ukraine was keen to sign its Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA) with the EU. “Let’s stop with the paradoxes of the end of 2011 and eliminate them altogether in 2012,” said EU Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy Commissioner Štefan Füle.

“EU-Ukraine relations are at a critical point. Putting in place the Association Agreement and the DCFTA last December were major achievements, showing that we can work together on issues of substance,” he said. “But at the same time, progress has fallen below our expectations regarding selective justice, the business climate and constitutional reform,” he lamented.

Commissioner Füle identified six key areas in which action is needed:

1. It is essential to recognise that the justice system is failing.

2. Laws governing freedom of assembly must be amended, along with rules governing the appointment of judges.

3. Parliamentary democracy must be reformed. Observers must be invited to monitor elections.

4. Constitutional reform must be monitored by an independent body. The opposition must play a constructive role in achieving change.

5. Civil service law and economic stability rules must be amended to bring them into line with EU standards.

6. The gas transit system must be reformed. The Energy Community Treaty and all Ukraine’s agreements with the EU and Russia must be fully respected.

“We need to get EU-Ukraine relations back on track. We must reset relations. Let’s learn from our mistakes. The necessary strong political will in Ukraine and in the EU to move forward together is there,” said Ukrainian First Vice-Prime Minister Valeriy Khoroshkovskyi. “We’ve invested a lot in EU-Ukraine relations in recent years. We now have on the table the most far-reaching agreement between the EU and any other country. But it remains on the table – that’s the problem,” said Swedish Foreign Affairs Minister Carl Bildt.

Bildt said it was essential for Ukraine to restore the credibility of the rule of law. “There can be no democracy without it,” he warned. “The upcoming elections are critical. Ukraine’s long-term economic potential is huge, but without improving the business climate, no-one will invest there,” the Swedish minister said. “Until 2010, the relationship between the EU and Ukraine mostly depended on the EU. We’ve always expected the EU to say ‘yes’ to Ukraine. But since 2010, progress in our relations has depended for the first time on answers from Kyiv,” said Borys Tarasyuk, a member of the opposition in the Ukrainian parliament.

“Why are we in this situation where the overall relationship depends on Ukraine? Because of the Ukrainian authorities,” said Tarasyuk, who heads the parliament’s Committee of European Integration.

“We’re at a critical point. Our problems are Ukrainian-made. Whether it’s about the DCFTA, visa liberalisation or something else, all the answers lie in Kyiv,” he said. “There’s no alternative to Ukraine’s Europeanisation. No-one in history has successfully lived ‘in between’,” said Lithuanian Foreign Affairs Minister Audronius Ažubalis.

“You either Europeanise or be absorbed by anti-democratic forces. The EU doesn’t simply absorb neighbouring countries. It offers long-term integration to those who reform to its standards, and it supports their transition,” Ažubalis explained. “All enlargement countries have had to adopt reforms that respect the basic European values of human rights, freedom, democracy and the rule of law. It’s not just about joining the EU, but also about making progress at home,” said Czech Socialist MEP Libor Rouček.

“Without such progress, there can be no orderly, long-term economic growth, because there won’t be enough foreign investment,” Rouček warned. “I sincerely thank all of you for supporting Ukraine’s European agenda. I thank you for your objective and sharp criticism, which shows how important you consider Ukraine to be,” said Petro Poroshenko, president of the Council of the National Bank of Ukraine. “We cannot take all this in cold ignorance and isolate ourselves from the European continent,” Poroshenko warned.
· PRILOGA 4: An eye on the middle class
Europe’s World/ Brussels

For the last 15 years the world has seen a quiet revolution: more than one billion people have joined a rising global middle class. These are not rich people by Western standards, but they have emerged out of poverty and are able to spend some of their time and money in things other than simply surviving. The rise of this middle class of global proportions has been overwhelmingly due to rapid economic growth in China and India, and its size is projected to increase further. Today, about half of the world's middle class lives in Europe, North America and a few other wealthy countries. By 2030, about two thirds of the estimated 5 billion middle-class citizens in the world – more than 3 billion people – will live in emerging economies, especially in Asia.

Why is this revolutionary? The middle class is a historical anomaly. Most men and women who have ever lived have been very poor. Marx and Engels, two first-hand witnesses of the birth of industrialization, wrote that “society as a whole is increasingly split up into two great hostile camps, into two great classes directly facing each other: bourgeoisie and proletariat.” Yet something unexpected happened. Salaries began to rise, and workers eventually got richer, not poorer. Instead of a great split, the industrial society saw the consolidation of a large and prosperous middle class.

This has been one of history's success stories. Today we complain about the sorry state of our economy or the ineptitude of our political leaders; but in historical perspective the existence of a society – such as Germany's – in which most people have decent health, education, free time and a political voice is actually a rare triumph.

Until recently, this success had been limited to a rather small number of people in a few countries. The world population, for the most part, has been and continues to be poor. But things are changing: the success story may be taking planetary proportions. Why does this matter when there are billions who remain poor? Let me sketch out some of the reasons why I think we should care about the rise of a global middle class – and why we should do so now.

First, a big middle class can be an engine of economic growth. It is part of a virtuous cycle in which wealth creates more wealth, and prosperity can be sustained in the long run. From this point of view, the importance of a large middle class transcends the middle class itself – it can positively affect the poor. By paying taxes, the middle class effectively funds the welfare and social protection programmes that tend to benefit the poorest.

Second, people in the middle class are usually well educated and tend to become conscious political actors. A strong middle class is likely to benefit from, and thus support, the rule of law, an independent judiciary and in general greater political transparency and accountability. In short, a strong middle class can generate better institutions.

But, just as it has benefits, the growth of the middle class brings about challenges. The success story has had a high environmental price tag. Improving the life of millions of people has been possible through intensive consumption of natural resources and great pressure on the planet’s regulating processes. Climate change is perhaps the best known side-effect of our comfortable lifestyle, but it is not the only one. What will happen when an extra two or three billion consumers begin to demand more Big Macs, Audis, and cruises in the Caribbean? If the growth of the global middle class replicates the same pattern of environmental degradation that we have seen in the West, we should be very worried indeed.

The potential environmental consequences of new mass consumers are not the only reason why the expansion of the middle class is a global concern. As more people in the developing world become wealthier – especially in China and India – within our lifetimes the centre of gravity of the world economy will shift to Asia. Consider this: by 2030, while the population of Europe will probably decline, the middle class in India is projected to swell from 50 to almost 600 million people. That is more than the current population of all the European Union! What will this mean for geopolitics and global governance?

The answer, frankly, is: nobody knows. We need to be careful about enthusiastically extrapolating from previous experience. To begin with, the global middle class actually looks quite different from what we typically regard as middle class in the West. For example, a typical middle class income in Germany might be around €16,000 per person per year. Yet our definition of the global middle class uses much lower thresholds – so that someone in China or in Brazil might be considered middle-class if he or she earns as little as €3,500 every year. The global middle class consists, at least for now, of people who have only crossed the poverty line.

Perhaps most importantly, the world is a complex and diverse place – and our knowledge about it is highly biased. What we think of as universals of human behaviour may turn out to be simply the eccentricities of a small and unusual sample: the Western world, and specifically the northern half of it. For example, even though there are enormous economic interests at stake, we still know relatively little about how new middle class consumers will behave. Will the new middle class want to buy their produce in supermarkets – as they tend to do in Rio de Janeiro – or will they insist on getting it in street stalls, as locals still do in Beijing? Will they continue to use public transport or prefer to drive cars?

The future political and cultural role of the new middle class is even more uncertain. China and India are clear examples of how incomes can converge under radically different political systems and social institutions. Is a wealthier China likely to push for political reform, or will the growing middle class be reluctant to give up the stability of a one-party system? Will greater incomes in India strengthen or weaken the traditional importance of family ties and values?

We have no template, no prior experience to answer these and many other questions. For development policy, the rise of the middle class poses a rather unexpected challenge. Until now the business of development has been mostly about fighting poverty; in our changing world, the new challenge may well turn out to be the problem of managing wealth.
· PRILOGA 5: Russia is not completely wrong about Syria 
Centre for European Reform/ London
Russia has been roundly criticised for vetoing a draft UN Security Council resolution aimed at stopping the violence in Syria and ousting President Bashar al-Assad. Moscow is reluctant to give up on the al-Assad regime for the moment: it has a direct interest in the survival of the regime, which buys its arms and provides a naval base; it is strongly opposed to Western-led interventions, on principle; it believes that Arab revolutions are likely to lead to takeovers by Islamic fundamentalists; and it is still fuming that, after it refrained from vetoing UN Security Council resolution 1973 on Libya – about the protection of civilians – the West abused the resolution by using it to justify regime change.

However, Russian diplomats concede that change is inevitable if the violence in Syria is to be contained. Russia wants a managed transition that preserves its influence. The draft UNSC resolution called for the confinement of the Syrian army to barracks and endorsed the Arab League plan for al-Assad to hand over power to his vice president prior to the holding of elections. Russian diplomats are right to say that such a resolution would have been unenforceable and, if implemented, would have led to the sudden collapse of the Syrian government without a credible alternative to take its place. Anarchy could have ensued. The Kremlin may be playing realpolitik and taking pride in blocking the West, but it has a point.


Western leaders have been sincere in expressing revulsion at the continued crackdown by the Syrian military upon largely peaceful protestors. But their diplomacy has been ineffective. Preferring to issue ultimatums from afar, they have given up on dialogue with the Syrian regime when there is no other viable alternative.

A number of diplomatic rules have been ignored by Western governments in Syria. First, never rule out force publicly even if you have done so privately. The numbers killed in Syria are beginning to dwarf those murdered by the Gaddafi regime prior to the NATO intervention in Libya. The brave political decision by European leaders to come to the aid of the Libyan people should have reverberated throughout the region, sending a warning to Syria and other dictatorships in the region. The message should have been clear: nothing is off the table if you murder your own people. Instead, from almost the moment the protests in Syria began, Western leaders fell over themselves to tell Syrian President Bashar al-Assad that he had nothing to fear, since military intervention was simply unthinkable no matter what he did. Western diplomats say that this was necessary in order to secure Chinese and Russian support at the United Nations. That is correct, but such assurances could have been provided discreetly, while the regime in Damascus was left to guess about NATO's real intentions.

Second, the main function of an embassy is to act as a liaison with a host government, even one as odious as that in Damascus. The closing of Western embassies has had little effect upon regime behaviour but has blocked channels of communication. Despite ruling out military intervention or the provision of assistance to defectors from Syria's armed forces, Western diplomats have not managed to do much about Syria other than criticise the violence and call on President al-Assad to stand down. 

Western leaders have painted themselves into a corner. They have misread the situation on two counts: firstly, they have assumed that the removal of al-Assad is critical towards ending the violence and issued ultimatums to that end. Secondly, they have also over-estimated the weakness of the Syrian regime and the willingness of the military to turn upon its leaders. The President of Syria is no Gaddafi – power is distributed more horizontally among the elite in Syria, and the President's control over the security services is by no means absolute. The removal of al-Assad by itself would not solve much unless accompanied by a broader commitment to reform. Syrian military leaders have now gone too far to turn back. As in Spain at the end of the Franco dictatorship, they will want assurances that a transition will not mean prison or worse for them and their supporters. Moreover, they are not being defeated – on the contrary, defections have so far been minimal and they believe that they have groups such as the Syrian Free Army on the back foot. 

Third, do not encourage regime change without any concept of how, and with what means, such a revolution might come about. The West should have learned this lesson after the slaughter of Iraqi Shia rebels who rose up against Saddam Hussein in 1991 – when the insurgents received nothing more than words of support despite expectations of financial aid and military equipment. Also, if political and economic sanctions are to be the exclusive means of weakening the Syrian regime, it is essential that neighbouring countries are on-side. Here the West has put too much faith in the Arab League. The Arab League may have become more vocal, supported by countries such as Saudi Arabia that have long resented Syria's ties with Iran, but it remains incapable of enforcing its resolutions.

The Syrian government knows that Arab League resolutions are toothless, and that they have supporters in key neighbouring Arab countries, notably Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki in Baghdad and leading figures in the Lebanese government. Economic sanctions may yet prove to be fatal, but like Chinese water torture, they will need time to take effect. Iran is increasing its support while Turkey, after a brief period of sabre-rattling, has gone cool on the idea of military intervention. Damascus also knows that calls by the Qatari government for intervention by an Arab peacekeeping force will come to nothing.

The West should try to rein in efforts by Gulf countries to arm a range of insurgent groups, many of which are deeply mistrusted by important minority groups such as Syria's Kurds and could do significant damage to the credibility of the opposition movement. Syria badly needs a credible shadow government to negotiate with external parties. Until one emerges, Western diplomats should discourage the distribution of weapons to disparate groups feuding for leadership.

Given the enduring strength and resistance of the Syrian regime, and the lack of any immediate military means to weaken it, it is disappointing that Western countries have all but cut off diplomatic contacts with Damascus. The West should re-start diplomatic dialogue with Syria without pre-conditions. In the end an unsavoury deal such as that made with President Ali Abdullah Saleh of Yemen – granting him immunity from prosecution – may be appropriate for key members of the Syrian elite. Western leaders need to grapple with what an acceptable deal could look like. Issuing statements that condemn a regime is easy; but it is tough diplomatic negotiations with the government in Damascus that can best help the Syrian people.

However, there are limits to the role Western diplomacy can play. Although the West can embark on a supportive dialogue, it is now impossible for the West to play a leading role as an intermediary in the conflict. A trusted interlocutor is urgently required to negotiate a credible transition in Syria. Such leadership cannot come from Europe, the United States, the Arab League, or Russia – none of whom are trusted by all sides. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has been content to sit on the side-lines, choosing not to deploy his 'good offices' in the manner of his more courageous predecessors. It is time to appoint a UN Special Representative to engage with the regime and opposition alike. Even if his or her proposals are ultimately rejected by Moscow or Washington, some options are better than none.
· PRILOGA 6: North Kosovo 'solution' threatens Bosnia and Macedonia
EU Observer/ Brussels
The European Union and the US have a crucial role to play in Bosnia and Macedonia amid new inter-ethnic tensions in the small but strategic Balkan countries. There is widespread expectation that a future agreement on special status for Serbs in north Kosovo will end what some call a "frozen conflict" in the region, give extra political weight to pro-EU Serb President Boris Tadic and see Kosovo move closer to the EU with a quid-pro-quo deal on visa liberalisation and the right to sign legal treaties.

But how should the EU and US handle the potential knock-on effects in neighbouring Macedonia? Should they try to gently persuade Ali Ahmeti, the leader of the main Albanian political party in the country, not to ask for autonomy for his people? Or should they use all the dirty tricks in the book to force him out of government and to neuter his capacity to make trouble? It is not long ago that Ahmeti in 2001 led his small guerrilla 'army' in resistance against Macedonian state forces to seek more rights for ethnic Albanians than they have under the current settlement.

The emerging Kosovo-Serbia deal also poses questions for Bosnia. Should the EU and the US abolish the special status of Bosnian Serbs in the little federation and install a Macedonia-type constitution in a bid to stymie a new wave of Balkanisation? Should they install a Kosovo-type power-sharing model in Bosnia? Or should they use the Serbian constitution as an example for minority rights in the whole region? The Western Balkans is a mess in terms of the different rights given to different ethnic and sectarian groups, most of which go under the names of minorities, non-majorities and communities - names that help the majorities monopolise power on their turf.

The majorities - Bosniaks in Bosnia; Serbs in the state-within-a-state of Republika Srbska; Serbs in Serbia; Albanians in Kosovo; Macedonians in Macedonia; and even Croats in Croatia - are doing everything they can to push minorities into the corner. Meanwhile, Western sponsors use magical formulas with Latin terms like "sui generis" to pretend that every country is hermetically unique and separate. In some cases, EU countries themselves set a bad example: just think of Roma rights in France or Italy's treatment of Tunisian refugees.

The time has come for the EU to change its discourse - to stop imposing mixed rights for so-called minorities and majorities in the Balkans and look instead to the universal "rights of all citizens." If Kosovo Serbs get special status in Kosovo, then nobody would have the moral right to make Ahmeti in Macedonia keep silent. Nobody would have the right to say No to special status for Serbs in Bosnia; for Albanians, Bosniaks and Hungarians in Serbia or for Bosniaks in Montenegro. And for that matter, what about Albanians and Macedonians in Greece? What about Turks in Bulgaria and Russians in Latvia? We instead propose the Brussels model for Balkan countries.

Not the Belgian model. Belgium is divided into three regions - Wallonia, Flanders and Brussels - which failed to form a government for over a year. But Belgium's capital - which is divided into 19 well-functioning municipalities with equal rights for all its inhabitants no matter where they come from - offers important lessons.

Islamist threat

Meanwhile, the EU and US must also address two other issues which threaten the Western Balkans' future - political Islam and economic failure. It has not been widely reported, but radical Islamic groups are increasingly infiltrating moderate Muslim communities in Bosnia, in Serbia's Sandzak region, in Kosovo, Macedonia and in Albania. These Wahabbist elements were not here before the Balkan wars. But now they are trying to create new tensions between non-Muslims and Muslim moderates - in Macedonia in January orthodox churches were set on fire.

At the same time as Arab money - both good and bad - is pouring into the region, the economic crisis in the EU is causing a drastic drop in remittance income. With around 45 percent unemployment in Kosovo and 32 percent in Macedonia, vulnerable people in the Balkans are seeing their living conditions - already meagre by EU standards - erode further still.

These three problems - political fragmentation, poverty and nascent Wahhabism - are cause for serious alarm and for an overhaul of EU and US policy. In the past 10 years since the Balkan wars ended, the Western approach to the region has been: "So long as there are no Kalashnikovs on the streets, everything is OK." It is far from OK, however. And if taxpayers in France, Germany, the UK and the US do not want to see the billions in aid already pumped into the region go to waste, they should urge leaders to look beyond security issues in the Balkan 'project.'

Success in the Balkans, as inside the European Union itself, is not just putting an end to armed conflict. It comes when all Europeans enjoy the real fruits of democracy: political equality; freedom of movement; social welfare; a decent education; decent healthcare; and decent prospects of getting a job.
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